


S C O U R S E 


UPON 

RELIGION, 

PREACHED AT ASCOEI, ABOUT THE YEAR < I73Z. 

FiUii, audtte me\ timorem Domini doccbo mos. 

My Tons hearken unto me, and I will teach you the fear of 
the Lord. 

A T a time when Fortune is every where 
preaching up the love of Wealth ; 
when pleasure is extending her alluring voice' 
to enfnare us in her toils; when a love of 
Glory prefents all the honourstof this world 
to intoxicate us with vain incenfe; when all 
the objects Which furround us, adorned with 
the beauties of Nature) are only fo many 
echos which repeat fcducing delights, and 
invite us to attach ourfelves to this world ; 
Religion enjoins us to be employed only 
about God. My funs hearken unto me , and I 
will teach you the fear of the Lord . 
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with the moft heroic courage, from Africa 
to Italy, only employed abc*ut his conver- 
sion, waiting with a holy anxiety for tj } c 
moment when the needful grace Should cbme 
to change his heart. Neverthelefs, O ye 
Chriftian hearers ! Mor.icha only prefents to 
your view a fpark of that fire with which 
Religion is inflamed, when She is employed 
in the prefervation of a finner. 

I fee the earth and the fens witnessing the 
zeal of the great Apoftle, and that fervor 
with which the fucceeding Difciples were 
animated, who have been employed from 
age to age in ipreading abroad the Sacred 
truth, even into the molt barbarous iSlnnds 
and into the remoteft corners of the earth. 
In one place, we fee them, like happy tern- 
pefts, effectually terrifying the wicked and 
the worShippers of idols ; in another, like 
beneficent clouds, powring forth the blood of 
Jefus ChriSl ill copious Streams. From their 
holy mouths we hear Religion herlclt incei- 
fantly repeating, with the molt affecting ten- 
dernefs, and the molt ardent charity, My 
fens hearken unto me, and 1 will teat*j you the 
, fear of the Lord . It 
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It is, as if fac had laid to all mankind, 
I will not teach you to handle the Globe 
and the Compafs, but I will teach you to 
lay 5 . hold of the Crofs of Jefus Chrift, as 
the only fteady fupport to be confided in 
upon all occafions. I will not inftruft you 
in the rules of human policy, which is fre- 
quently nothing but the art of deceiving ; 
but I will fhew you the aired: path which 
leads to Heaven, T will not teach you how 
to know the courfe of the fbrs, nor to dif- 
covcr the fecrcts of nature ; but I will con- 
vince you that the figure of this world 
paflfeth away, and that there is nothing more 
dangerous than forming with it too warm 
an attachment. I will not give you a de- 
feription of this earth •, but I will mark out 
to you the very fmail fpace of it which you 
will occupy at your death ; breaufe it is 
that idea which Ihould detach you from the 
purfuit of the honours and the plea/uresof 
this world. I wdl not infpire you with a 
love of eonqueft and triumphs which in- 
lpires an.] animates the Heroes of the age; 
but I will inflame your minds with a love 
B 6 of 
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unfufpedting of ill, and enduring all the 
imperfections of human natu~e in the hope 
that mankind will corredt themfelves ; pray- 
ing continually for them, that they tnay 
obtain pardon from Heaven. You will find 
fhe is without paflion, without cruelty, with- 
out peevilhnefs or ambition ; in a word, 
you will find her worthy of him who has 
rendered her his image and his oracle. 

Ye Chriftian Hearers, the name of our 
Holy Religion has been abufed by thofe who 
have reprefented her as taking plcafure in 
punifhing or tormenting. Alas ! her great- 
eft pleafure is in difarming the anger of an 
offended Deity. The prayers which fhe ad- 
dreffes day and night to Heaven, have no 
objedt in view but to beg for the remiffion 
of fins, and to entreat mercy for offending 
Sinners. 

It can be nothing but the blackeft ingra- 
titude, or a total ignorance of her true cha- 
. rafter, which could reprefent her in an un- 
favourable light. The great misfortune is, 
that fome people confound Religion with her 
Minifteis, and make her relponfible for their 

faults. 



UPON RELIGION. !£ 
faults. O Holy Religion ! where are thy 
accufers ? Thou mayeft truly’ boaft, that 
thou haft no enemies but men whofe lives 
are feandalous, or whofe minds are preju- 
diced; only men who- are feduced by their 
paffions, or milled by a pernicious ill-ground- 
ed philofophy. 

Religion would not have met the fmalleft 
oppofition, if fhe had permitted mortals to 
follow the bent of their own inclinations 
without fcruplc or reftraint. She would not 
have appeared fuperftitious, fevere and even 
cruel, but becaufe (he requires a purity of 
morals and a fubmiffive obedience to the 
will of God. 

But if an earthly Sovereign whom you 
have chofen as a mailer to rule over you is 
not odious, even when he enadts rigorous 
laws for the fupport of good order, and em- 
ploys his power in punching thofe who dif- 
obey his mandates ; wherefore ihould Reli- 
gion, who acquaints you with the orders of 
the Almighty, and who only turns you away 
from committing crimes to drag you from 
the empire of your paffions, and to make 
3 you 
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you happy •, wherefore I fay, lhould fhe ap- 
pear fo deferring of your hatrgd ? 

To make you fenfible on the contrary how 
much Religion deferves all our love, ft is 
fufficicnt, my dear Brethren, to explain in a 
few words the good effects which fhe has 
produced fince fhe began to exercife her au- 
guft miniftry. 

It is through my means, fhe will tell you,, 
that your Princes, who were formerly Bar- 
barians, are now become refined ; that flavery 
is aboliflied ; that every man has his value 
in the eyes of the great men of this world, 
and that their property is become common, 
if I may ufe the exprelfion, by the recipro- 
cal cares which they take to comfort one 
another: it is through me that you have 
learnt to forgive injuries; that your great- 
eft enemies no longer feek vengeance, but 
to do do good for evil ; that revilings are 
flopped, calumnies ftifled, hatred lulled afleep, 
txcclfts checked, and fcandal punifhed ; ft 
is by me that the ties of marriage are ren- 
dered facred and indiffolubly binding ; 
that parents tenderly love their children, 

and 
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and the children, filled with refpedt for thofe 
who gave themlfirth, obey their commands 
with pleafure ; that a proper fubordination 
is preferved in all ranks and conditions ; 
that juftice is diligent, innocence fupported, 
indigence affifted, virtue praifed, zeal ad-, 
mired, and piety followed. 

It is by my means that man is diftin- 
guilhed from the bead: •, that the Sciences 
are looked upon as valuable, from the ex- 
cellent purpofes to which they are applied ; 
that men give unto Cafar the things which 
are Ccefar's and unto God the things which 
are God's ; that good faith governs in com- 
merce ; candour is found in courts; the 
mind extends itfelf beyond the Heavens j 
the heart purifies itfelf ; the body fpiritu- 
alizes itfelf ; and the foul renders itfelf 
divine. • 

It is by my means that gentle manners 
govern fociety ; that hearts are united in the 
facred bonds of friendlhip •, that Falfehood 
is hateful, and Truth triumphant; that 
man ceafes to love the creature, that he may 
turn his eyes to his Creator that the Sacra- 
ments- ■ 
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merits unite the Chriftiai^vvith the Man-God*, 
that Earth becomes a HeiVen ; Death a 
great gain * Eternity the dwelling of Glory* 
and the centre of all happinefs. 

It is by my means that you partici- 
pate in the good works of all virtuous men \ 
that you have as many interceffors as there 
are of the Eled ; that the Church Militant, 
fuffering and triumphant, forms but one and 
the fame fociety, of whom God is the chief* 
the firft principle, and the life- 
It is I, who, always filled with companion 
for the finner, without being repulfed by his 
odious crimes, aflift and fupport him, even 
on the bed of death : It is I that revive his- 
hopes, when he Would give himfelf up to- 
defpair ; that fortify his mind when ready to 
link under grief and depreffion ; that com- 
fort him when all the worW feem to have 
forfaken him j It is I that receive his dying 
breath with all the zeal of the moft affecting, 
charity,, and accompany him in fpirit even 
unto eternity, remembering him when he 
is in the prefence of God, and no longer any 

thing, 
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thing upon earth, but forgotten by all man- 
kind. * 

Let me alk you then, my brethren, if 
Religion appears by thefe features to be the 
Hep-mother her enemies affed to reprefent 
her; a monfter who has occafioned a thou- 
fand mifchiefs, and that deferves to be de- 
stroyed. 

Such blafphemies, undoubtedly, make 
you Ihudder with horror, and more efpeci- 
ally, when you recoiled that this Diving 
Religion judges nobody upon earth, never 
defpairs of the converfion of Sinners, and 
knows neither falfe pretences nor diflimula- 
tion: that Ihe dreads extinguishing the 
fmoaking flax; that lhe tolerates her ene- 
mies, and oppofes them only with tears and 
prayers, as Jefus Chrift tolerated the fchif- 
matics and infidels of his time ; when you 
fee her defeending even into difmal dun- 
geons to bring affiftance, both fpiritual and 
temporal, to the moft heinous offenders, and 
charitably embracing all feds and commu- 
nions praying equally for Jews and Pagans^ 

AH 
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All corners of the earth are filled with the 
good works of Religion, and the pious mo- 
numents which Ihe hath eredted. Has the 
world ever feen a fociety actuated with fuch 
zeal, fuch beneficence, fuch charity ? 

Religion recommends to us to weep with 
thofe that weep, and to rejoice with thofe 
that are in joy ; Ihe makes herfelf all things 
to all men ; and thinks herfelf equally bound 
to difcharge her duties to the foolifli or 
to the wife, and feeks every opportunity to 
exhort to encourage and to oblige them. 

Religion lhould be feen amidft the holy 
aufterities, which fhe requires, of the Sinner 
to obtain favour in the fight of God, mixing 
her tears with his, and giving him at laftr 
the kifs of reconciliation, leads him with 
triumph to the Altar, in tranfports of joy 
andgladnefs. * 

Alas ! O Holy Religion, that thou who 
art fo deferving fhould be fo little known ; 
and that man, who fhould kneel down and 
kifs thy footfteps, can be fo ungrateful as to 
abufe thee ! There is no real virtue upon 
earth but what is infpired by thee, and. yet 

to 
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to hear what is faid by thy enemies, we 
might be indued to believe that thou art 
the caufe of all the misfortunes which hap- 
pen in the world, for they are not afraid to 
apply to you what has been faid of the Re- 
ligion of the Pagans. But are you fo dim- 
fighted as not to be fenfible that the more 
Religion is facred and refpedable, the more 
will wicked men abufe her holy name, to dif- 
guife their paffions, and deceive with the 
greater addrefs ? It is becaule flie is Juftice 
herfelf, that the unjuft affed to be religious 
that they may not be fufpedcd ; it is becaufe 
fhe preaches up dilintereftednefs, that man, 

. who is governed by greedy defires, affumes? 
her name to conceal his horrid avarice ; it 
is becaufe fhe condemns even an appearance 
of any thing vicious, that the wicked wretch 
covers himfelf with her cloak on purpofe to 
commit crimes unpunilhed ; it is becaufe lhe 
recommends humility and felf-denial, that 
the ambitious man wears her garb, that he 
may pafs unknown. 


Never 
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Never confound Religion with thofe men 
who make profelfion without the practice, 
and then you will form the higheft idea of 
her in your own mind. 

You will fee her in St. John, and not in 
Judas ; in St. Peter, and not in Ananias ; 
in St. Paul, and not in Simon Magus ; you 
will fee her in Athanafius, and not in Arius j 
in Auguftine, and not in Pelagius ; then 
you will find her charitable, magnanimous, 
and worthy of God himfelf. 

It is not the way to know a picture to 
judge by the lhades. Religion is like the 
firmament, the more it is examined, the 
greater number of liars will be difcovered ; 
like the fea, the more it is obferved, the 
more it appears to be immenfe; like fine 
gold, the more it is tried in the furnace, the 
greater will be its lullre. 

How fhall Ihe be paflionate who forbids 
alipaflion? How fhall fhe employ Falfe- 
hood, who condemns the leaft equivocation ? 
How fhall fhe become a perfecbtor, whofe 
diftinguifhed character is to be for ever per- 
fecuted ? Jefus Chrifl, when he eftablifhed 

his 
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Jiis Religion, foretold nothing to her but 
erodes, contradictions and difappointments. 
He did not fay to her, Go and declare war 
againft Sinners and wicked Heretics ; but he 
told her in the perfon of his Apoftles : Behold 
I fend you forth as Lambs among Wolves : Who- 
mever will not receive you, pafs to another city , 
flaking the duft from off your feet. 

Behold how Religion has been announced 
in the world, and in this manner is Ihe al- 
ways announced by thofe Minifters who 
know her, and wifli to make her univerfally; 
loved. 

Open her books, enter into her temples, 
hearken to her inftruftions, and you will find 
that her language is only the language of 
Charity ; Ihe employs no authority but per- 
fuafion. It never was Religion, but it was 
falfe zeal who, pretending to imitate her, 
feized fire and fword, to compel Heretics to 
abjure their errors, and Jews to become 
Chriltians. 

Religion anathematizes all who have a 
perfecuting temper, or a fpirit of party zeal. 
> The enemy of cabals, of violence, of accu- 

fations. 
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fations, fhe loves only peace and good will ; 
and, although fhe thunders againft errors, 
fhe fpareth thofe that maintain them, and 
folicits their forgivenefs with the Princes of 
the Earth, and the God of the Univerfe. 
Her zeal confifts in never entering into 
terms of capitulation with Error : fhe fuffers 
every thing rather than to give up a fingle 
iota of her belief, becaufe fhe teaches no 
article as a matter of faith, but what God 
himfelf hath revealed ; and multitudes of 
martyrs are feen to ifl'ue forth from her fplen- 
did and fertile bofom, and expofe themfelves 
to all the fury of fire and fword, rather 
than admit of an alteration in the will of 
Jefus Chrift. 

' The records of Religion, my brethren, 
are depofited with us ; and if you find there 
any traces of blood, but the blood of her 
difciplcs, which has been fhed in defence of 
her Holy Truth, it is with injuftice that I 
extol her gentlenefs and charity. But you 
will fee no deeds of hers but effufions of 
charity, folemn acts of the moft fingular be- 

. nevo- 
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rrevolence, examples of patience, miidnefs 
and forbearance. 

From morning until night {he waits the 
repentance of the {inner, ftretching forth an 
affifting hand, ready to drag him from that 
precipice on whofe brink he hangs fuf- 
pended. 

Thoufands and thoufands of tinjes hath 
{he foftened the rage of the Father, who 
would not have forgiven the offending fon ; 
thoufands of times hath {he reftrained the fe- 

f 

verity of a Superior who refufed to liften to 
a penitent Friar; a thoufand times hath {he 
filled, with words of peace and gentlenefs, the 
mouth of the man of power, when ready to 
burft forth with keen refentment. 

If there are falfe devotees, who disfigure 
the charms of true Religion, you are the 
more to blame if you. truft to the picture 
drawn by them, when the fupreme Legis- 
lator, who has warned you again ft thefe 
men that lay a burden upon others, which 
they themfelves would not touch with the 
end of their fingers ; againft thefe men who 
ft art at a gnat, but can fwallow a camel j 
C againft , 
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againft thefe men who appear drelTed la 
dheeps* cloathing, but who are inwardly ra- 
vening wolves : againft thcfe men who af- 
fect to hide their heads in darknefs, that 
they may feem to fpend their time in fall- 
ing ; againft thefe men who believe them- 
felves better than their neighbours, and 
think they are fo, becaufe they believe that 
long prayers are nccefiary to obtain for- 
givenefs. 

Far, far is Religion from Hypocrify, Fa- 
naticifm, and Superftition : fincere, gentle, 
patient as her divine Chief, Ihe knows no 
other arms but perfuafion ; continually call- 
ing to mind the words of her heavenly 
Mailer, It jhall not with you as with the 
Princes of the Earth. 

Alas l that I cannot excite that love and 
gratitude in your hearts, which you owe to 
this Holy Religion, who hath neither fpot 
nor blemilh, and who preferves herfelf un- 
defiled here upon earth, amidll Vice and 
Error, and will only quit this world to re- 
turn to the bofdm of God ! She is like a 
river that will' flow back to its original- 
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Tource a fun that will pafs into another 
■mifphere. 6 

If, my brethren, you have ever given cr 
dit to the calumnies with which our heavei 
ly Religion has been blackened, or if yc 
have had any fhare in fo foul a deed, g 
this day and acknowledge your errors befo 
her altars; embrace them as a fign of tl 
new alliance which you wilh to engage 
with her from this time forth. Confid 
that it is this Religion that hath made yc 
Chriftians, and will lead you to Heaven 
you faithfully follow her engagement 
Think that in the laft day fhe will rife v 
again ft you, as a witnefs that will weig 
you down, if you have not faithfully pra 
tiled the precepts which fhe enjoined. SI 
will then be the queen, of whom the Seri] 
ture fpeaks, fitting at the right-hand of Gc 
in all her fplendor : Regina a dextris tuts, 
vejlitu deaurato, circumdata varietate. 

We ought to place our confidence in R 
ligion, while we are here on . earth, if x 
would have nothing to dread at the laft da] 
Vut what can we have to fear, if we fer 
C 2 und 
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under her Standard ? The Martyrs, in -fol- 
lowing her footfteps, believe*! themfelves 
invulnerable amidft the moft cruel torments* 
,fo far did the ardour of their charity deaden 
the fenfe of pain. With Religion, every 
I thing we do is excellent, but without her, 
?the moft fplendid actions haver not the leaft 
•merit. 

Come then and liften to her as the oracle 
which you Ihould attend, if you defire to 
learn to defpife the figure of this world, 
which pafl'eth away, and prefer God to every 
(thing which is not God’s, and dread to give 
him offence. This is what Religion has de- 
clared to you this day by my mouth, and 
■what fhe will inceflantly repeat until that 
moment when God lhall call you to give an 
account of your conduct. My fons hearken 
yniQ me, and I will teach you the fear of the 
Lords 
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UPON 

Z E A E. 

ADDRESSED TO A BISHOP. 

N Otwithftanding the paflions which 
converted the terreftrial Paradife into 
a field of briars and thorns, and overflowed 
the world with a torrent of vices and errors, 
that in fome fort obliged the Deityhimfelf 
to manifeft his vengeance by an univerfal 
deluge. Religion, as pure as that Heaven 
from which fhe defcended, has- ftill pre- 
ierved herfelf without fpot or wrinkle:’ 
Under the natural law, I confider her as a 
young orange-plant, which as yet Ihews 
only a green ftalk ; under the written law, I 
behold her Ihoot forth buds ready to unfold ; 
under the law of Grace, lhe prodtited, 
abundantly, flowers and fruits, that on every' 
.fide lpread the moft delicious perfumes. 

C 3 Or 
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Or rather let us fay, that, at f^er beginnings 
fbe is only a faint glimmering of the dawn' 
drfpelling the darknefs ; in her growth, an 
Aurora announcing the brighteft day ; in 
her perfe&ion, the fun himfelf; by the 
activity of his rays foftering and fertilizing 
the feeds of all the virtues. 

An object fo magnificent, which traced 
out in the moral order a pitture of the moft 
beautiful works in the natural, which fhewed 
us an intelk&ual world in. the mid ft of 
tfoe material, which raifed the foul upon the 
wrecks of the body, which fpiritualized the 
fenfcs, which made the thoughts divine in 
a word, which placed Man by the fide of 
his Creator, ought doubtlefs to have had, 
the moft zealous panegyrifts,, the warmeft 
defenders. Accordingly, in the different 
ages of the world, we have feen the Pa- 
triarchs and Prophets, the Apoftles and 
Martyrs, become a fpecilacle to Angels and 
Men, in order to fupport, at the expence: 
of the|r fortunes, of their repofe, of their 
■very lives, that Holy Religion with which 
their hearts were filled.. They required not 

the 
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l<he death of the liuful and the impious ;• 
on the contrary, they laid down their .own, 
lives to eftabliftt the rights of Religion,, 
knowing that it ought to be announced only, 
with gentlenefs and charity. 

If the ancient law .often ftruck prevari- 
cators with death, it was a law of terror 
given in the midft of thunders and light- 
nings, calculated to intimidate; and the Jews,- 
on whom it was impofed, were a nation- 
whom it wa6 necefiary to awaken by extra- 
ordinary chaftifements : but the new law 
fpringing up on Mount Calvary from the' 
very blood of the Man-God, who prays^ 
even for his murderers, and .dies for his, 
epemies, teacheth all men that Cbriftianjty 
is truly the work of peace,- pf gentlenefs,. 
of charity ; that no man can be the fervant 
of Jcfus Chrift, who is animated with a- 
fpirit of hatred and perfecution j that to.be,' 
zealous, according to the rules of the Gof-r 
pel, we mud not bring down Truth to a 1 
level with Error, but *bring back thofe who' 
controvert its precepts and doctrines by Ex-; 
ample and InftrudHon. 1 n " 

C 4, * fefa* 
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Jefus Chrift has given us. the beft rules, 
poffible with regard to Zeal, by the manner 
in which he treated the Sadducees and Pub- 
licans. He ate with the one, he tolerated 
.the other, and fhewed no refentment except 
againft the Scribes and PharifeeS, becaufp, 
attached' folely to the outward" observances 
of the law, they had not its Spirit, and even 
took occafion from it to del^ife and to hate 
>11 thofe who did not obferve their trivial 
practices of devotion, and to boaft, without 
reftraint, of their own merits. Accordingly 
they 'Were the ftrft to put Jefus Chrift to 
death, while the ‘Sadducees, who deniqsd' 
the Immortality of the Soul, had lefs fhare- 
in th^t dreadful guilt j which is a proof that 
falfe Zeal is often rr^ore dangerous even than 
.Incredulity. JN© Humanity can be expedted- 
( f;om ,a F^Jatic, who^ at the very, tinpc- 
that he facrifices you to his hatred, things 
herys doing God Service. Put at fe obfequiuyi 
Deo fflaftcye. ^ t . , 

, yl St, Paul* before his. . cpnyfrfion, becauje 
WMW& fo apd 

Slaughter agagift, tl^ Chriftians. He .had 

con* 
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fcdrtfehted to^the dehth-df Stephen^ ’ Und. 
htfrried 'bit fey i l]pirit ’6f . Fandtfchhn,* 1 whs 
•tidconife the' thoft fiery PeHecutdr'bf the 
1 fifing Church. • ' * ! ’ 3 '• { - ' l! - 

Had all the Minifters of the Gofpel bedn 
careful to take Jefiis Chrift for their 1 modeh 
Had they ferioufty confidered that fihriers 
s #ete kindly received, the Samaritans ' add 
'SadduceeS, patiently borne with by<thatdi- 
Vine Saviour, we had feen no excefs in the 
bofom of the Church, Dor had the enemies 
of Chriftianity ever been able to bring 
againft her the unjuft reproach of being a 
Perfecutor, \ v ‘ 

The evil fprings entirely from- aipropen- 
fity to difpute, which is almoft always en- 
gendered by pride. Under a pretence of 
defending the interefts of Cod and the 
■Church, men become feekers of themfelves, 
a!nd take for real Zeal the effervefeence of 'a 
boiling blood or heated imagination. This 
is fo true, that' I have known men in their 
youth of a moil impetuous Zeal,* which 
-twenty years after was entifefy .relaxed, ’Bir- 
caufc they began' to be cooled by 

C 5 Pre- 
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Prejudices are another caule^of Fanaticifm.. 
If we be not cautious, they take fuch deep 
root in us as even to incorporate with our 
nature; and Ihould we unhappily be per- 
iuaded that a limple opinion of the fchools 
is an article of Faith, we would facrifice 
our lives in its fupport.. Such have been 
the fcenes in ages of ignorance,, where men 
anathematized and butchered each other for 
particular opinions which, were not thofe of. 
the univerfal Church.. 

Obftinacy has produced,, in alfages, evils 
fo much the more dangerous, as it has often 
been found joined to the molt impofing 
appearance of Piety. Lucifer, Bilhop of 
Cagliari, was a man of the greateft Zeal and 
moll rigid morals; but, yielding to an excels 
of Fanaticifm, lie refufed to communicate 
even with thofe for whom the Church retain- 
ed an indulgence worthy of his charity. 

The fpirit of Intolerance and Perfecution 
often fprings from entire Ignorance. Men 
fuffer therafelves to be led by the blind, and, 
fall with them. This fault is inexcufable in the • 
Miniftcrs of a God who recommends to thofe 

who 
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who are to gqide his people to be the light 
of the world. ^ We ought to make a great; 
diftindtion between ignorance and fimplicitjv 
The firft draws after it a multitude of mif- 
chiefs, efpecially when it inclines to Fanati- 
cifm. A man, in that cafe, only Jiftens to 
himfelf ; and, as he knows nothing, commits- 
evil without perceiving it* 

Whatever may be the origin of falfe Zeal,, 
it is always an abomination in the fight of 
God, though its enormity may be increafed 
or diminifhed in different degrees.* But 
could men have diftinguifhed the toleration 
of perfons from the toleration of errors, 
that* Zeal had never been known. No Chris- 
tian whatever, is, on any occafion, allowed 
to fet Error on a par with Truth, and coft- 
found-the Heretic, the Unbeliever, the Pa- 
gan, with the Faithful, who are marked with 
the fign of Faith; .but the- practice of Jefus 
Chrift obliges us to fupport the men, of 
whatever communion they he, to live peace- 
ably with them, and not to torment them on 
account of any fyfkm of belief they may 
ijbaye adopted. 

C 6 Th* 
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The charafteriftics of true Zeal, are, gen- 
tlenefs and perfuafiom An 'air of feverity ; 
to Unbelievers, never fails to irritate rather 
than convert them* The Saviour of the 
World, our pattern and our head, commands 
the Pallor to feek the loll Iheep, to bring 
it back upon his Ihoulders, and not to quench 
the fmoking flax nor break the bruiied reed; 
We know the anfwer made by that Man- 
God to the Apoftles,. when little inftrudted 
in his dodtrine, they wanted to bring down 
lire upon Samaria. You know net whaffpiri f 
you are of j faid he to them ; I came not to 
defray flutters , but to fave them. 

We fee perfons, animated by falfe Zealj 
kindle into rage, and a flume a murdering 
afpedt and tone, when they fee or hear of a 
•man who has the misfortune to be out of the 
right path. But true Zeal, which is accord*- 
ing to the knowledge ofGod,isonlyenflamed 
by the fpirit of Charity, and never Ihews it- 
• felf but with the mi Id eft look, never exprefies 
r , itfelfbut in the kindeft terms. 

When St; John the Evangelift, the gendeft 
m®fus»ankind, recommends us not even to 

bid* 
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bid an enemy of Jefus Chrift Ged fpeed, 
he only means to inform us* that. wet: tnrcft 
abfolutely renounce the company ofrevery 
man who we forefee may poffibly pervert 
ns. 

Inftead of following the example of 
Rome herfelf, the metropolis of the world* 
which tolerates the Jews in. the public exer- 
cife of their Religion, inftead of imitating 
■the conduct of the fovereign Pontiffs, who 
jeceive the Proteftants with the greateft de- 
monftrations of friendfliip, thefe men almoft 
never fpeak of Unbelievers but to load them 
with imprecations. It was. not thus that- the 
Fathers of the Church a&ed, who, in their 
writings, preached up no other do&rines 
but Concord and Charity ; who made them- 
felves interccffors for the guilty, in order, to 
obtain their pardon from the Judges and 
Emperors. 

Our Lord himfelf, when he prayed for 
•his executioners, taught us- how his cauie is 
to be avenged. There would not have! 
•been 1 f<* many clamours againft the-Wtholic 
Church, fo much animofity -j between/ the 
*'■ - different 
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different Communions, had the fpirit of the! 
Gofpel been the guide of our hearts and un- 
derftandings. 

It cannot be difputed that every one ought 
to life his utmoil endeavours for the falva-, 
tion of his brethren, either by inftru&ion or 
example*, but they are not to be conftrained 
by violence nor authority. 

Faith and works are pleafing to God only 
fo far as they are voluntary. If we force a 
man to do penance, to pray to God, in a 
word, to adopt a Religion which his heart 
rejects, we render ourfelves guilty in the 
eyes of the Lord, for it is in no cafe allowed 
to harrafs confciences. It Jhall not be with 
you , faith Jefus Chrift to his Apoftles, as 
with tbofe who bear rule in the earth. He 
defires that all who liften to him lhould do 
it fincerely, and we have never feen that, 
during the courfe of his mortal life, he 
"forced any one to come and hear him. He 
even fuffered the young man to depart who 
f feemed defirous of following him, becaufe 
Religion is defigned only for thofe of a wiL 
ling mind, Hominibus bona- voluntatis. t 
I, If 
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K we forcibly enlifted in the Church 
thofe wiho have no inclination to enter it, we 
fhould only make prevaricators and hypo- 
crites. Thefe words, compelle entrare (com- 
pel them to come in) are taken from a pa- 
rable, and never meant that we ought to 
oblige men to be Catholics or Chriftians 
againft their wills ; but only that we ought, 
by preaching, to ufe the moil powerful per- 
fuafions that they may enter into the road of 
Salvation, and efpecially reprefent to them 
that their eternal happinefs.or mifery is at 
flake. 

But a party-fpirit is fo much more dan- 
gerous, . as it aflumes all forms, even that of 
Piety, in order to exercife its tyranny. 
They who are actuated by it really feek only 
after dominion. When they meet with re- 
finance they are inflamed by the love of Re- 
ligion, for which they have little regard: 
they are hurt by the wound given to therr 
pride. But this is a falfe principle : a par- 
ty-fpirit makes vifionaries pretend to infpi- > 
Tation, and Fanatics give themfelves out for 
Martyrs. Such were the heads of the Se&s ; 

fuch 
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fuch were formerly even in t^e bofomof'the 
Church fome falfe Zealots, who contended 
for things not interefting to the Faith. Ec- 
clefiaftical Hiftory furnilhes many example 
of this kind fufficient to make us tremble : 
for what is more dreadful than to fee good 
men fall a prey to a. Zeal difpleafing in the 
light of God, and condemned by the Church, 
as equally hurtful to Religion and the rights 
of fociety ? 

Nothing is more admirable than true Zeal. 
If it fometimes breaks out, as that of Jefus 
Chrift againll the Profaners of the Temple, 
it is becaufe the man, who comes even to 
the feet of the altars to infult his Maker, 
ought to be checked ; and that the love of 
Truth is not to be confounded with party- 
fpirit. That love animated the Martyrs, 
the Fathers of the Church, and ail thofe 
who ■ oppofed Error with, vehemence, yet 
without perfecuting its authors. 

A fovereign,who isa realChriftian, ought, 
doubdefs, to ftop the courfe of impiety in 
Mi dominions j but he: ought not, in de- 
ftnceof the honour of a Religion-, which is 

entirely 
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entirely Charity, to punifh with death thofe 
who are unhappy enough to attack it,: unlefs 
when they raife feditions, and difturb divine 
worfhip. For what is Chriftianity but. the 
effufion of Divine Love, of that Love 
which on the Crofs pardons even blafphem- 
ers, of that Love which hofpitably embraces 
the Turk and the Indian •, in a word, ot 
that Love which, becoming all things to alt 
men, never defireth the death but the con* 
verfion of a finner. 

What happy changes fhould we have feen, 
if, inftead of tormenting Heretics, we had 
conjured them, with all poflible tendernefs, 
not to depart from the centre of unity ! If 
we had cleared up their doubts with gentle* 
nefs, liftened to their objections with pati- 
ence, and, in a word, fpoken to them the 
language of Religion herfelf, with whom 
there is no refpedt of perfons, and who nei- 
ther bears a bitter nor a haughty fpirit ! ; . 

Methinks I hear this divine Religion call 
loudjy to all thofe who have been perfecutefi 
by party fpirit; “ It is not by- , me youhaye 
T been perfecutetf : , fpr.ung, %m, the.jjnfpH^ 

**■ of 
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of the father of mercies, I recommend 
“ only charity ; being the jfuit of divine 
u love to mankind, I defire only their fal- 
“ vation ; breathing nothing but felf-denial 
** and humility : in imitation of my divine 
•* Matter, I lay myfelf at the feet of the 
“ whole world, and, after his example, 
“ preach only a fpirit of gentlenefs and 
“peace. Though inexorable to vice and 
“ error, I have no other arms but tears* 
** prayers, and cenfures purely fpiritual, to 
“•bring back linners.” 

Imitate that divine Religion, my Lord, 
in your treatment of the unbelievers by 
whom you are environed : gain their confi- 
dence: exhort them, like the molt tender 
father, to open their eyes to their wander- 
ings, and, in every circumftanee, teftify to- 
them that you bear them a fincere and ar- 
dent good will. Then will you have ful- 
filled your miniftry in a manner worthy of 
the Apoftlelhip. If they do not accomplilh 
i your defires, at leaft they will admire your, 
charity, and will not fay, that the church, 
loves to persecute, which is, in fad, blafphe- 

my». 
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my., becaufe always afllfted by the Holy 
Spirit, fhe nevefcanait from paffion. 

The Holy Bifhop of Geneva, who hath 
been the moft vigorous champion againft: 
the Proteftants, never Ihewed any Zeal but 
what was actuated by Charity. We ought 
always to diftruft the Spirit of darknefs, 
which transforms itfelf into an Angel of 
light, to accomplilh our fedudtion, and fill 
us with hatred .to the enemies of. the Faith. 
We mull remember, that St. Paul recom- 
mends to us a proper prudence, and tells | 
us, in plain terms, that foine things are law- 
ful which are not expedient. Omnia mihi U - . 
cent, fed non omnia expedient. 

The great rule to which we ought ftri&ly ■ 
to adhere, is, to imitate the practice of Jefus 
Chrift himfelf, in whofe divine life are found 
every rule of conduct, and the pattern ©T 
every virtue.. Without this we fhall foroe- 
times follow our paffion s, fometitnes our 
prejudices, fometimes our refentment, fome- 
titnes our caprice, and give fcandal to the 
good at the very time we think we edify, 
them.. • . ■ 

Above 
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Above all do not entertaii^a belief, thatT 
bave the leaft intention to fpeak a fingle 
•word againft the Zeal with which every' 
Minifter of Jefus Chrift ought to be filled, 
that he may combat error, and draw men 
from the road of perdition. I blame only 
ralh, impetuous, perlecuting Zeal. He who 
fincerely loves the Church, makes no terms' 
either with licentioufnefs or error, and ne- 
ver entertains either refentment or hatred' 
againft the perfons even moft firmly attached’ 
to their perverfe opinions* 

Such a man does not excufe but lament 
them ; and, far from avoiding them, endea- 
vours, by gentknefs, by perfuafion, to gain- 
their confidence, and make them confefs- 
their miftakes. Jn a word, he engages them 
at leaft not to publish their erroneous fyf- 
tems, that the infection may not be com- 
municated. 

The conclufion is, my Lord, that you 
fee thofe mif-taught men who live round 
you, and believe me, that if you receive 
them, with open cordiality, you will touch 
•tsheir hearts If they abftain not' from 

Threading, 
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spreading their errors out of reverence to the 
Deity, they will\t leaft do it in cohfidera- 
tion,of your kind nefs. Do them every fa-' 
vour in your power, and conftrain them by’ 
your charity to acknowledge and to publilh 
that the-fpirit of the Church is really a fpirit 
of peace and gentlenefs, and that a true Mi- 
niftet of the Gofpel, like his Matter, waits 
for the repentance of Sinners, and would 
lay down his life to gain them eternal Salva- 
tion. 

Such are my fentiments, and, when you 
compare them with the Gofpel, you will al- 
low them certainly to be juft. If I had 
time I could quote the condud of the 
Church, the letters of the Holy Fathers, 
and, above all, thofe of St. Auguftine, to 
prove that we mutt always maintain Charity 
even towards thofe whofe dodrine and man- 
ners are moft corrupted : it is the fureft 
method to bring them back to unity, and 
confequently to truth. 

But with thefe thfings, my Lord, you ate 
as well acquainted as I, and by than ought r 

■ ■ you 
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you to be guided, if you pyould fulfil your 
duty with fidelity. I wim it for your own 
fake, and the peace of your 'Diocefans, foi 
all of whom you ought to bear a tendei 
■regard. 


• T H E 1 



OTHER 


t 

REFLECTIONS 

UPON 

PREACHING* 

addressed to the same prelate after 

THE FOREGOING. 

A S to the manner of Preaching, we 
fhould dedicate much more of our 
attention to correcting the morals of the 
• people, than in difcourfing upon myfteries. 
Subjedts of contemplation, efpecially if they 
are fublime, elevate the mind, but leave the 
heart totally unaffected ; while, on the con- 
trary, practical difcourfes influence the con- 
duct of men, and lead their inclinations to 
that tenor of life which they recommend. 

The myfteries of the Chriftian Religion 
•make a grand and moft magnificent picture 
with a ’mixture of light and lhade, which 
Ihould be prefented from time to time to the 
view of the Faithful, as the moft complete 

proof 
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proof of the greatnefs and the incompreheft- 
fibility of the Deity; but evangelical mo- 
rals being the proper guides to our prac- 
tice, which Ihould affed all our aftions and 
become the very fubftance of them, ought 
to be exhibited daily, becaufe we Ihould 
•continually behave like true Chriftians, and 
prove, by all our works, that we hold to our 
Religioh invariably. 

Attention Ihould be had to prevent 
Preachers from giving vent to invedives 
againft people of a different periuafion, 
whom we do not think in the bofom of the 
Church. Abufive declamations difhonour 
our facrcd miniftry, and only irritate ; it was 
neither the language of the Apoftles, nor of 
Jefus Chrift. 

There cannot be greater moderation than 
what was employed in the recital which they 
gave of the paffion of their heavenly Maf- 
ter. They did not pronounce the leaf! im- 
precation againft Pilate, againft Caiphas, 
nor even againft Barabbas, that notorious 
robber who was preferred before Jefus 
Chrift. The truth needs only to be difplay- 

ed 
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ed with (Length and underftanding : it is 
not by apoftrophizing Luther or Calvin, or 
the other Sectaries, that we can hope to 
bring the Proteftants back into the bolbm 
of the Church. The eftablifhed principles 
with the leading proofs, upon which our 
belief of the truth depends, Should be dis- 
played, and no other weapons employed 
hut mild reafonings, Supported by the 
ftrength of authorities. 

If our Preachers would frequently read 
what St. Paul fays in his Epiftle to the Co- 
rinthians upon Charity, there is_no doubt 
but their Sermons would be much more 
moderate. It is fo natural to confound Ca- 


price and Paffion with Zeal, that we can- 
not be too much upon our guard againft 
whatever can excite or promote fuch difpo- 
fuions. 


I knew a young Preacher here, who, ac- 
cording to cuftom, held conferences with 
the Jews, on purpofe to inftrudt and affe£t 
them, and who never reproached them but 
to have an opportunity of introducing fi- 
gures of Rhetoric, and giving wing to, a 
Vol, IV, D fiery 
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fiery imagination. I reprefented to him that 
it was odious to employ the $iair of Truth 
for fuch purpofes : he confefled that he was 
wrong, ami corrected himfclf. Let us 
thunder againft vices and againft errors, but 
let us 1'pare the perfons. The Church, who 
preaches only to recommend Charity, has 
not given us a right to abufe our neigh- 
bours. 

I wifh to God, my Lord, that my weak. 
Reflections may be of any life to your 
Lordfhip. One thing certain is, that they 
arc agreeable to the doctrines of the Gofpel, 
and to Humanity ; and of courfe they con- 
tain the very beft rules for our conduct. 



OF THE 


SPIRIT 

OF THE 

CIIURCH. 

T HE spirit of the church is nc 
other than that of Jefus Chrift, u e, 

\ SPIRIT OF PATIENCE, OF MILDNESS, OF 
VEACK, OF HUMILITY, OF JUSTICE, OF DIS- 
1 NTER ESTEDNESS, OF POWER, OF TRUTH. 

I. A SPIRIT OF PATIENCE', which COIlfifts 

in a gentle treatment of iinners, and all inen 
of wha'ever communion they maybe, with- 
out offering them injury or vexation in any 
manner whatever. This is the example fet 
ns by Jefus Chrift himfelf, our auguft Le- 
giflator, while he gave the Sadducees and 
Samaritans only demonftrations of his good- 
nds. This he has enjoined to us, by re- 
D 2 com- 
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commending to his A potties not to ext'ingulfb 
the f making flax, and declaring that he came to 
fave j not to dcjlrcy fuincrs. Accordingly we fee 
that the Apoftle, always animated by the 
.Spirit of the Church, was the molt patient 
•of men towards tinners, and that he recom- 
mends Forbearance as a virtue abfolutely 
ncceflary to whoever would be a Chriftian. 
He knew none but fpiritual arms; and if 
he inflidted the ecclcfiaitical punifhment 
upon the inceftuous perfon at Corinth, he 
ftiH preferved for him all the charity pofli- 
blc, of which he gave him an effectual 
proof, by battening his reconciliation. 

This was the conduct of all the Saints., 
who were far removed from any thing of 
what is called Spirit of Party or Caprice ; 
they littcned folely to the dictates of Reli- 
gion, whenever they were to deal with here- 
tical or even impious perfons. “ Let us 
“ bewail thole who go attray,” laid St. Au- 
guftinev, “ let us endeavour to bring them 
back to their duty, but never give them 
4C room for complaint : for we were not 
lent to ftrike, but to inftrudt and to 
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f ‘ reprove wit!-’ mildnefs, but with firm<- 
« nefs.” ^ 

Thefe words of Sr. Auomftine are the 

O 

more admirable, as he always confirmed 
thorn by his example. We know how lie 
wanted to treat the Donarilts : he even wasp 
willing to quit his own lee, and engage the 
Bilhops his colleagues to do the fame, in 
order to make room for them, provided 
they would confent fincerely to abjure their 
errors. 

II. A spirit of mildness. Never was 
the Church acquainted with that anger which 
arifeth from hatred and prejudice. She al- 
ways difavowed thofe impetuous Miniftcrs, 
who, ftirred up by indifcrcerzeal, treat thofe 
who go aftray, with afperity : being per- 
fuaded that even they cannot aferibe to them- 
felves the happinefs of having known the 
truth and perfevered in virtue. 

Jefus Chiift, by declaring himfelf meek 
and lozvly of heart ; and St. John the Evan- 
gel i ft, by recommending to the Faithful 
D 3 only 



54 OF THE SPIRIT 

only Concord and Charity, give us a perfeft 
knowledge of the Spirit of the Church. 

St. Paul, in his advices to Titus, requires 
that a Bifhop be not foon angry, non iracun - 
ilurn j becaufe he w^s perfuadcd that the 
Church, always infpired by the Holy Spirit, 
can never aft from paflion. 

Thus men ought not to impute to the 
Church certain exccfles, of which Hiftory 
has preferved the memory, and whofe bare 
recital is entirely repugnant to the maxims 
of the Gofpel. 

III. A spirit of peace. The Church, 
though always agitated, dreads difputes and 
diflentions; remembering that Jefus Chrift, 
her auguft fpoufe, hath left her no other 
inheritance here on earth, except Peace : 
Pax vobis. 

If fome Mini tiers trouble it, an d delight 
in fomenting diflentions, they no longer aft 
in the name of the Lord : they are then 
followers of their own paflions, and defire 
to make the Lord fubfervient to their ini- 
quities. Jefus Chrift hath fo clearly ex- 
plained 
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plained to us his dodtrine and his will, that 
it is eaiy for us to know when a man fpeaks 
really in his name. Therefore the Apoflle 
cxprclsly fays, If even an angel from Heaven 
fbould bring us a new Gofpel , let him be ae- 
curfed'y there is but one Faiths one Hope , one 
Baptifm : and whoever breaks the unity, ex- 
communicates himfelf, and deferveth not to 
be a" child of Jefus Chrift, • and of , |tl>e 
Church. If any defire to fee that Spirit of 
Peace, with which fhe has been always, ani- 
mated, let them read her Canons, which 
breathe only wifdom and moderation. But, 
unhappily, the accufations brought againft 
her are borrowed from the enejnies of the 
Catholic Religion j and then fhe is believed 
to be of a turbulent and ; persecuting fpirit. 
If Judas betrayed Jefus Chrift*, if J^eter de- 
nied him; if, in after ages, there were Mi- 
nifters of the altars of a refllefs temper; is 
it not the height of injuftice, upon account 
of thofe abufes, to cenfure the Gofpel and 
the conduct of the Church ? 

The Saviour of the world commanded 
Peter, who cut off Malchus’s ear, to put up 
D 4 his 
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his fword into the fheath, ii| order to teach 
all ages that his reign is the reign of gentle- 
nefs and peace. If he faith that, he is come 
to bring war, he fpeaks only of that which 
we ought to make upon our paffions, and the 
oppofitions we are to put between the fiefh 
and the fpirit, that we may live a life en- 
tirely lpiritual. 

At his appearance in the world the angels 
immediately proclaim peace to all men. Pax 
hominibus . 

IV. A spirit of humility. When the 
Church beholds her Divine Head kneeling 
before his Apoftles to wafh their feet^ when 
Ihe hears him fay that it fhail not be with' 
them as with the princes of the nations, and 
that they fhail be called neither mailers nor 
lords, but that they fhail be the lervants of 
all, how could lhc feed herlelf with vain 
pride ? 

No Minifter of the Gofpel can be igno- 
rant that the authority of the Apoftlc9 and 
their fucceffors is not an authority of domi- 
nion, but only of perfuafions, and that 
when fmners give fcandal, and abandon* 

them- 
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themfelves to pernicious excefles, their only 
weapons are prayers, tears, and the canoni- - 
cal penances. 

The Spirit of the Church is not to be 
judged by the external pomp and ridiculous 
haughtinefs of feme of her Minifters ; but 
by her preaching and practice among thofe 
who follow her rules, and do not depart 
from their duty. There is no age, no year, , 
no day in which flic does not launch her 
thunder againlt ambition and vanity, which 
is fo true, that fhe reckons Pride among the 
mortal fins, as being one of the greateft and ' 
mod dangerous. 

If we fix our attention only upon offences, 
we fhall, doubtlefs, fee the Church ' fur- 
rounded with clouds, becaufe we are not in 
Heaven *, but when we confider the Church 
in her original (late, when fire ifiTued from 
the bofom of God himfelf, and the manner 
in which fhe always regulated her practice as 
well as her decifions, we fhall fee her meek, 
humble, patient, continually praying for her 
greateft enemies, giving examples of the 
deepeft humility, beginning with her Head, 
D 5 whe- s 
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who makes it his glory to be fly led the Ser- 
vant of Servants, and who o^ught to be fo in 
pra&ice, that he may be able to fay with 
Jefus Chrift, whofe vicar he is upon earth, 
Difcite a me quia mi l is fum et kumilis corde *• 

V. A spirit of justice. The Church 
has always made it a duty, in imitation of 
her Divine Mailer, to render unto C^far the 
things that are Ceefars ; and, for this reafon, 
St. Paul recommends to all the Faithful to 
reverence all powers, declaring that all of 
them fpring from God : Omuis potejlas a Deo . 
For this reafon, he pofitively enjoins that 
prayers be made for all in authority. 

Accordingly, the Church pays peculiar ho- 
nours to fovereigns, not out of fear, but in 
obedience to God, and from a principle of 
conference. And we fee that whenever they 
appeared in her general councils, fhe re- 
ceived them with the moft profound refpeft j 
by this example, teaching all nations, that 
their matters are really reprefentatives of the 


# Learn of me, for I am meek, and lowly of heart. 

Divinity. 
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Divinity, and hold their power only from 
Heaven : GmMs potejlas a Deo -f. 

She pays tribute to whom it is due; and if 
lhe fometimes oppofed princes, with a firm- 
nels that might be miftaken for difobedience, 
it was only when they attempted to corrupt 
the principles of Morality, or the Faith. 

The zeal which lhe teftifies for the prefer- 
vation of her immunities, is prudent and 
realonable ; bccaufe enjoying only the ufu- 
trudt of the polleflions bellowed on her, lhe 
is obliged to maintain herfelf in the full 
polieffion of it, that the luccelfors may not 
be left without refource and fubfillance ; 
but if force be ufed to deprive her of her 
domaines, in that cafe lhe only oppofes to it 
representations and prayers; aad it then be- 
comes her duty, according to the precept of 
Jefus Chrift, to give not only her coat, but 
her cloak alio, rather than rebel againft au- 
thority ; remembering that fhe hath nothing 
in full property, that lhe may not contraditt 
what God faith to bis difciples, carrying 
with you neither gold nor fiber. 

f All Power ie of God# 

D 6 
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To thefe /ketches let me add, that the 
Church is extremely rigid in* the dodtrinc of 
Reftitution, and that fhe never entered into 
a compromife with any perfon upon that 
head ; it being her defire that J uffcte fhould 
be ftriclly performed. 

VI. A SPIRIT OF DISINTERESTEDNESS. It 

is a melancholy confideration that the avi- 
dity of fome Minifters has given room for 
thofe who do not trace things to their fourcCp 
to believe that the Church is actuated by a 
llrong fpirit of felf-intereft ; — fire who knows 
no other treafures but good works and the 
riches of grace ; — fhe who has always been 
contented to receive as alms what men have 
been pleafed to beftow on her; and who has 
conftantiy warned the Bifhops and priefts 
that they have no right to more of the riches 
they pofiefs, than what will fupply them 
with bare neceflaries, and that the overplus 
belongs to the Poor. 

We fee in the Adis, that the Chriftians 
who were fo inclined came to lay their pof- 
feflionsat the feet of the Apoftles, but they 
themlelves never took the lealt ftep to pro- 
i cure 
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cure them. Such is the Spirit of the Church, 
fhe receives wfien men give, but flic makes 
it a law to require nothing. If, as St. Paul 
faith, a pried muft live by the altar, it is 
juft that the Faithful furnifli himwherewithal 
to fubfift. 

When, therefore, certain Priefts or Monks 
abufed the fimplicityof the Faithful, to ex- 
tort from them wills in their own favour, 
and flicwed a rapacity, which muft be ab- 
horred by every man who is acquainted with 
Religion, this was far from being the aft 
of the Church. On fuch occafions her 
name was abufed, in order, more effeftually, 
to anfwer the purpofes of fraud. 

If we would fee the real Spirit of the 
Church in this matter, let us turn our eyes 
on St. Auguftine, who, more than once, 
offered to his congregation to give up to 
them all his church-lands, and he and his 
clerks to live upon the offerings and contri- 
butions, as was the cuftom among the Le- 
vites under the ancient law. 

We learn by his Sermons that he often 
refuted legacies which had been legally be- 
queathed 
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qucathcd to him, either from unwillingnefs 
to impoverifh families, or a Knowledge that 
the minifters of the altars ought to be con- 
tented with a little* 

If it happened that a father, incenfed 
againft his children, difinherited them at his 
death, and bellowed his fortune on the 
Church, he rejected it with a Holy indig- 
nation, as a fruit of bitternels and wrath, in 
the full perfuafion that it is unlawful to 
profit by the wrong done to another* 

Thus adted Aurlius, Bifhop of Carthage* 
A man having bellowed his polfeflions on 
the Church, afterwards had children, con- 
trary to his expedlation •, immediately that 
illultrious and worthy Prelate reftored to 
him the whole, to which he thought hin> 
felf obliged by the law of God. 

If it was necefl’ary to commence a law- 
fuit, in order to fecure a contefted fucceffi- 
on, St. Auguftine immediately abandoned it, 
being unwilling that a community eftablifh- 
ed by him Ihould go to law for perifhable 
riches. “ We have neither ftores, nor flrong 
“ box,” faid he, “ becaofe had we any 

“ thing 
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“ thing more than bare necefl'aries, it would 
“ be the property of the Poor.” 

It is not to be doubted that the Church 
then fpoke by his mouth, and for the ho- 
nour of Religion, which abhors avidity, it 
could be wilhed that all the Minifters of the 
Lord had always adted and thought in the 
fame manner. 

Tell me how can a focicty, founded by a 
legiilator born in a liable, and who, during 
his mortal life, had not where to lay his 
head, entertain any attachment for periih- 
able riches ? For her children Ihe defires only 
food and clothing, and this is fo true, that 
ihe alks of God only neceifaries for the day : 
Panem quotidianum (daily bread). A Bilhop 
commits murder, faith St. Bernard, fo often 
as having it in his power to relieve a poor 
man, who endureth hunger, he acquits not 
himfelf of that important duty. 

It is not contrary to the Spirit of the 
Church to poffefs riches, becaufe the Apof- 
tles themfelves accepted them •, but ihe ufe* 
them as if ihe ufed them not according to 
the example of her auguft head. Behdes, 

Ihe 
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file has always taught that the pofleffions 
flie enjoys in their origin, affe the alms of 
the Faithful, in their ufe, the patrimony of 
the Poor. 

VII. A spirit of power. By this we 
mean not a rafli reMance to the Powers 
which God has eftablifhed, nor a profane 
ardour for war and battles, and the employ- 
ment of arms, which are put into the hands 
of men by a fpirit of revolt, but an evan- 
gelical firmnefs, which, repulfing error, treats 
mildly thofe who go aftray, and thunders 
againft the vices, while fhe folicits pardon for 
the guilty. 

Accordingly, when it is faid, that the 
Church ought fometimes to employ Power, 
it is meant her Spiritual Power; which is fo 
true, that the firft Chriftians fuffered them- 
fclves to be butchered, rather than rebel 
againft the edifts of the Emperors ; and- 
the moft Holy Bifhops in all times lolicited 
“the pardon of Apoftates, defiring only their 
converlion. 


That' 
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That Spirit of Power, which animates 
the Church, appeared with all its luftre in 
Preaching. Even in the courts of Kings, 
fhe loudly proclaimed, with Holy intrepidity, 
the terrible truths denounced againft Tin- 
ners ; and fhe employed, but always with 
prudence, the fpiritual arms which God put 
into her hands, whenever fhe judged thofe 
methods neccflary, to make the rebels againft 
her authority re-enter into themfelves ; for 
fhe was always fenfible, that indifereet zeal 
may do much mifehief, and that commonly 
Silence and Patience are the beft remedies. 

VIII. A spirit of truth. The Church, 
cannot bear with error, though fhe tolerates 
thofe that are infedted with it, and this by 
the example of Jefus Chrift, who, during 
his refidence on earth, bore with patience, 
being befet by Sadducees, Samaritans and Pub- 
licans, who were the infidels, the fchifmatics*, 
and the open finners of thofe times. 

There cannot be quoted in the fuccefli- 
on of ages, a fingle inftance where the 
Church came to a compromife with error. — 

She 
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She always oppofed a wall of brafs to all 
the hercfies invented by the Spirit of Pride ; 
fhe always preferved herfelf a pure virgin in 
the midft of corruption, without dreading 
threats or torments. The Holy Spirit, by 
teaching her all truth, gave her power to 
refill: all errors. 

Nothing can be more admirable, than to 
fee all the Sedts fucceflively fall at her feet, 
and difappear like thofe ftorms, which, after 
threatening univerfal deftruftion, are diffi- 
pated in a moment. 

In vain have attacks been made in every 
age on the great truths of Religion taught 
by the Church j they will never be demon- 
llrated to be falfe. Accordingly we fee that 
heretical and impious perfons employ only 
fophifms and ironies, when they alfail the 
dodlrines and myfteries of religion : this is 
their whole refource, and, to men of found 
judgment, this is the bell proof, that they 
have no folid reafons to urge. 

Ecclefiaftical Hiftory Ihews us the Church 
in every age ftill immaculate in her prac- 
tice and her faith. The more Ihe abound- 
ed 
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ed with minifters deftitute of her Spirit, the 
more did fhe appear divine in the eyes of 
the unprejudiced and difpaffionate. Had 
fhe been a fociety merely human, die muft 
naturally have fuffered herfelf to be carried 
away by the torrent of vices and errors * 
but her incorruptibility, notwithftanding 
fo many offences in open defiance of virtue, 
proclaim the excellence of her original, and 
the prerogatives with which fhe has been 
inverted by the Deity. Though Faith be 
daily decaying, fhe remains the fame now 
that fhe was in the days of the Apoftles : 
fhe always teaches the fame truths, and is 
always ready to fuffer martyrdom, if an at- 
tempt be made to deprive her of them. 

Thefe are truths eafy to be demonftrated, 
and which it is necefiary to fet in a confpi- 
cuous point of view, when we would la- 
bour in the converfion of our erring bre- 
thren. Unhappily they have confounded 
the Church with her Minifters, fo far as to 
charge her with a thoufand iniquities^ upon 
which flie looks with horror. As it would 
be the greateft injuftice to attack temporal 

power* 
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power, under the pretext that there have been' 
princes, who, in the moft enormous manner, 
ab tiled their authority, fo it is- a violation 
of all the rules of equity, to impute to the. 
Church the excelTes of a few of her Mini- 
fters. 

The fandity, and confcquently the mo- 
deration, of the Church once proved, the 
next ftep is to demonftrate that Ihe neither 
has made, nor can make, any innovation in 
the Faith ; firft, bccaufe as being the fpoufe 
of Jefus Chrift, Ihe cannot err; fecondly,. 
becaufe the day, the hour, the moment of 
her error would be known, it being impof- 
fible, that, in a fociety difperfed over the 
whole earth,, innovations Ihould creep in 
without any proteftation again!! them ; af- 
terwards it ought to be explained in what 
confifts that Spirit of Mceknefs, with which 
the Church was always animated, and proof 
adduced, that, far from abhorring that to- 
leration which proteds the perfons without 
winking at the falfe dodrines of Heretics, 
it has always been her dodrine, and that 

fuch 
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fuch men cannot he harralled, without a de- 
parture from htr maxims. 

Above all, it would bemeceffary to ffiew 
great charity towards them; and, out of 
condefcendence to their weaknefs, from a 
love of peace, allow them every liberty in 
things not inconfiftent with Morality and the 
Faith. 

Difcipline, being in certain points difere- 
.tionarv, can never be changed on a more 
neccflary occafion, than when we have it in 
view to recall into the bofom of unity an 
innumerable multitude, who have broken 
from it. 

What an acquifition would it be to the 
Church, did the Proteftants again return into 
her pale ! they would mingle their lights 
with ours ; and this would form a league 
the moll admirable and moll efficacious for 
the overthrow of infidelity ; but it would be 
neceffary to receive them with an effufion of 
tendernels, capable of demonftrating our fin- 
cere affcftion, and never to hint the leaf!: 
reproach for what is part. 


This 
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This is an event we ought all to defire 
with the moil: lively ardor ; for nothing is 
more afflicting than to fee a wall of brals 
between Chriftians, who believe equally the 
great myfteries of the Trinity and Redemp- 
tion, i. e. the fundamental points of their 
common Religion. 

The Church, like a tender mother, who 
always remembers the children that have 
been feduced from her, never lofes fight of 
this re-union. Were the Proteftants well 
acquainted with her good affeCtion, there 
is no doubt but they would feel for her 
pain, and eagerly haften to relieve it by a 
fincere return ; but unhappily they have 
formed to themfelvcs the molt hideous pic- 
ture of the Romifii religion, by fuppoling 
her of a pcrfecuting fpirit. Yet they ought 
to know, that in Rome herlelf, the Pro- 
teftants are treated with the greatelt kind- 
nefs ; and that, from the manner in which 
they are received there, they may be per- 
fuaded that fhe really difapproves of the 
perfecutions ftirred up againft them by Fa- 
naticifin in thole unhappy' times, when both 

fides 
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£des liilened only to the dictates of blind 
impetuous zeal.* 

Would to Heaven it were granted us, 
even at the expence of our own blood, to 
haften the return of our brethren, for whom 
we feel all poffible tendernefs ! Woe to 
thole who would retain the lead: animofity 
againft them ! Charity ought to be the 
characterise of the Catholics; becaufe it is 
infeparable from unity, and he is deftitute 
of that virtue who loveth not all mankind 
with fincerity, or who fuffers the natural 
averfion he ought to have for errors, to in- 
fpire him with hatred againft the perfons of 
their maintainors. 
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RELIGIOUS ORDERS. 

I F the different Inftitutions which fet up 
as inftruiStors to edify mankind, and 
whom Religion looks upon as Troops that 
are one day to encreafe the armies of Hea- 
ven, were of a temper, which made them 
exclude the reft of mankind, they ought to 
be cut off from the field of the Lord, like 
parafitical plants, that come to ufurp a pof- 
feflion, of which they are not worthy ; but 
all the Religious Orders have the true Spirit 
of the Church, and they can have no other, 
without being grofs prevaricators. 


Vol. IV. 


E 
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It is not from the exclamations of Here- 
tics and Freethinkers, nor from the abufes 
which have gradually crept into Cloifters, 
nor from the tyranny of fome Superiors of 
Convents, that we lhould judge of the Reli- 
gious Orders, but from the Rules eftablilhed 
by their different Founders, which fhould 
not be confounded with fubfequent expla- 
nations of their Conftitutions ; and the ra- 
ther, becaufe it is not always a fpirit of 
wifdom and equity which interprets and 
comments upon the original Inftitutions. 

There is not a fingle Religious Order 
which may not boldly expofe itfelf to the 
ftri&cft examination, if it appears drelfed 
only in its firft Rules, which were dictated 
by the Inftitutor. 

I will begin with the Order of St. Bene- 
didf, which prefents itfelf, after having fub- 
fifted, without interruption, for twelve centu- 
ries, notwithftanding the ignorance and cor- 
ruption of the intervening times, till it has 
defeended to the prefent, and I find it re- 
plete with wifdom and diferetion. Nothing 
is to. be feen but peace, gentlenefs, charity. 
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and fuch moderation even with regard to 
thofe who defeft from them, that their fa- 
cred Founder does not choofe that they 
fhould be purfued or difturbed ; judging* 
and with reafon, that a vicious Monk, is an 
open precipice in a community, where all 
the reft may throw themfelves headlong ; 
and that nothing is fo proper as to cut off 
an infedious or difeafed lheep from the 
flock, left the whole Ihould be tainted. 

From hence the Councils have called the 
Rules of St. Benedid, c fhe Holy Rules, ad- 
ding, that they were compofed by the fame 
kind of Spirit which the Church employed 
in didating the Canons. Among the many 
precepts which they contain, they chiefly 
include an obligation to bodily labour, be- 
caufe the firft Founders of the different Or- 
ders wilhed that their Difciples fhould live 
as the Apoftles lived, by engaging in em- ' 
ployments which would procure them fub- 
flftance. 

If they have not always been engaged in 
mechanical employments, it is owing to 
their being encouraged by objeds much* 
E 2 mor^ 
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more deferving their attention, for they 
thought it was their duty to difpel thatdark- 
nefs and ignorance which overfpread almost 
the whole world till the ninth or tenth Cen- 
tury, when, notwithftanding the truths of 
Religion, which are invariably the fame, the 
greateft part of the Eccleliaftics funk into 
the molt flothful idlenefs. 

Then the Friars of the Order of St. Be- 
nedict were feen to employ their whole time 
in endeavouring to reltore the light of the 
Gofpel, and to fpread themfelves abroad in 
Cities, as well as in the country, which they 
rendered habitable by conftant cultivation. 
There are a number of cities in Europe 
that owe their exiltcnce to the difciples of 
St. Benedict, who employed a molt indefa- 
tigable zeal when they were engaged in im- 
proving the face of the country, or the un- 
derftandings of men. 

With views fomewhat different, the Rules 
of the Order of St. Dominick and St. 
Francis were no lefs prudent. Thefe illuf- 
tijous Saints who came to revive the fpirit 
of repentance, at a time when it feemed to 

be 
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be entirely loft, thought very wifely to fe- 
cond the zeal of the Ecclefiaftics, or to make 
up for the fmallnefs of their number, that 
the Church had occafion for a corps de-re - 
ferve , from whence they might draught aux- 
iliary troops when it was found necefiary. 

It was with this view that the Sovereign 
Pontiffs approved of the Dominican and 
f'rancifcan Orders and it muft be acknow- 
ledged, that the Friars of thefe Orders dif- 
charged their duty with fuccefs, and that a 
multitude of Diocefes, even to the extremity 

) 

of the earth, have been the theatres of thek 
Apoftolical labours. 

Francis d’Aftize, that poor man, whole 
native fimplicity marked him out as an ob- 
ject of derifion, for a number of Freethinkers 
who endeavoured to expofe him to ridicule, 
has compofed a fet of Rules, every article 
of which difplays his good fenfe : they are 
reduced to a fmall compafs, but contain 
moft excellent inftruflion. It does not ap- 
pear that he was a fool by recommending to- 
his children even to difpofe of the facred 
ufehlib to relieve the fick, if the abilities 
E 3 of 
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of the community were infufficient for that 
duty ; and in faying that it is much more 
pleafing in the fight of God to have the Poor 
aflifted than his altars decorated. 

Having no language but the language of 
the Gofpel, there is nothing extravagant in 
the laws which he has eftablilhed. He knew 
the faulty methods which were employed 
in the direction of the Monks ; and, on pur- 
pofe to expofe the ridiculous cuftoms at a 
general chapter, he affumed the tone, de- 
meanour, and gait of Friar Elias, who had 
a conceited manner ; yet this Friar Elias was 
a Monk exceedingly capable of governing. 

If all the Religious Orders have not been 
fteady in keeping exactly to their rules, by 
giving into fome excefs of feverity or remifl- 
nefs, it is becaufe there is no fociety, except 
the Church, which has the priviledge of in- 
fallibility, and that men are naturallyfubjedt 
to changes. Befides, whv fliould we be fur- 
prized to fee that the Religious Inflitutions 
■have declined, fince the Chrifthtns of the firft 
ages were fo different from the prefent ? I 
confefs that they have been too much trvul- 

. tiplied. 
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tiplied, and that the Lateran Council very 
prudently endeavoured to reftrain the num- 
ber, becaufe it is extremely difficult for a 
great alTembly of people to preferve a proper 
fervour in their devotions, and becaufe the 
ftate fhould not be depopulated to people 
communities. 

I do not mean to enter into an cxamina* 
tkm of all the Rules by which Monafteries 
and Convents are guided I only propofe 
that they fhould be inquired into before a 
fuit is commenced againft any Rel'i gious 
Order. The world judges only from ap* 
pearances, otherwife they would not con- 
ftantly rail againft the abufes of the Cloiftcr, 
and, far from attacking the eflence of the 
regular Inftitutions, they would approve of 
their purpofes and motives. 

It is not the Roman Catholic Religion 
only which dedicates a part of her children to 
retirement : China, which is quoted every 
day as a model of excellent government, has 
its Bonzes, and Turkey its Dervifes. It- 
would be cruel in any Government to pre- 
vent thofe people, who have a particular dc- 
E 4 fire 
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fire foriolitude, from following fuch an in-, 
clination. It is true that Sovereigns Ihould 
enquire whether the number be not.tpp 
great, and finding that to be the cafe, then 
to have them reduced. 

The iuftitution of St. Ignatius had never 
been attacked, if they had adhered to the 
rules of their pious founder, which breathed 
nothing but what fhould lead to the Salva- 
tion of fouls ; but the Generals of the Order, 
who fucceeded him, put their hands to them, 
and intermixed worldly politicks with the 
moft edifying regulations. We frequently 
fee texts fadly corrupted, by fome people 
who pretend to expound them. 

.Undoubtedly there are fome conftitution$ 
wherein the omiflions of the inftitutors have 
been moft prudently fupplied ; but at .the 
fame time I know that there are fome, who, 
inftead cf improving their rules, have renr 
dcred them more unintelligible, and have 
Annihilated the true fpirit of the founders. 

. Such is th$ natural vanity, or turbulent 
dilppfition qf nian, that he will perpetually 
Iptfqducf .fqmething of his o.\yn,. into .yvh^t- 

ever 
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ever he is engaged in. He does nbtchoofe- 
to be led by the hand, and yet nothing bet- 
ter can be wifhed for than to have a good 

All the Religious Orders were founded 
upon difintereftednefs, and thofe means 
which have been employeed to obtain pof- 
feflions were not advifed by the founders* 
This is fo true, that the Vow of Poverty has 
always been placed as the very bafis of their 
rules. St. Auguftine refufed a number of 
donations which were offered to his Mo* 
nailery ; and if they have been received in 
later times without oppofition, it was be- 
caufe they knew that the mendicant ftate 
expofcd them to a number of inconveniences, 
efpecially in an age when they only feek to 
ridicule thofe who wear the garb of peni- 
tence, and trace the footfteps of the Apoftfti 
by their uncommon fimplicity. 

It is with great injuftice that fome people 
alledge that the Friars, who poffefs con- 
fiderable property, ought not to enjoy if, be- 
Caufe they do not perform the fartie ferEic^s 
they did formerly. Children, every day eru 
E 5 joy 
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joy the rewards which were bellowed or» 
their virtuous progenitors 5 and thef* privi- 
ledges of nobility which gentlemen inherit,, 
is a favour granted to the memory of their 
aineeftors. 

There ought to be only one rule for judge- 
ing ; but with foroe people, it is enough tcv 
be a Friar, to be in the wrong ; alluding to- 
the errors of particular perfons, ajid fome 
fcandals,- which are inevitable in numerous, 
focieties, they charge the vices of a few in- 
dividuals to. the whole Order. 

When rcafon affumes the bal lance, and 
weighs things with impartiality, it will ftill 
be found that there are vices in Cloifters j 
but at the fame time Ihe will fee that virtu© 
greatly predominates. Victims may be feem 
there fighing under irrefragable engage- 
ments, and fhe will acknowledge that the 
world has facrificed them ; Ihe will fee jea- 
loufies and altercations there,, but lire will 
recollect at the fame time that there were 
jcaloufres and altercations even among the 
Apollles, bee au le it is not in. Human 
war c to be perfedt ; and if among the difei- 
3. P k * 
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pies of Jefus Ch rift himfelf, one was found 
to betray him, and another to deny him, it 
is by no means furprizing that the founder* 
of the Religious Orders fhould have fomC' 
unworthy fubjcdfs, and likewife fome Apof- 
tates among their children. 

Every Religious Order, like Religion her- 
felf, by its rules, forbids every kind of ex- 
eefs or abufe. It is only by making the 
rules bend to their inclinations that Monk* 
can become vicious. Happy the man who 
fees things only as they ought to be feen, 
and never fpeaks but from reafon and ex- 
perience ! 

There is no eftablifhment of any kind into' 
which fome abufes have not found admiffion, 
and every inftitution which contains greater 
advantages than difadvantages ought to bi- 
preferred. 

There are fo very few people of a' right 
way of thinking; their conduct, or their 
reafonings, are fo little guided by principle',', 
that we fhould be guarded againft the great-^ 
eft part of their oblervations, ; / 

E 6 
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,/Qne thing is very unfortunate, that nei- 
ther the Univerfities, nor all the mailers in 
the world,, can make us capable of thinking 
correctly : it is a natural combination, which 
is born with us, a manner of viewing things 
which depends upon our conftitutions.- — 
They, may rexftify our ideas, but they cannot 
entirely change them to make them better if 
they are efTentially vicious. The mind of 
man is like his fight ; if there is a radical 
diforder in his eyes, he will always lee badly 
or very imperfe&ly whatever pains are taken 
to obtain a cure. 

1 am Very far from alledging that they 
who do not fee the Religious Orders in the 
fame light that I fee them, mull therefore 
think wrong, but I believe upon gopd 
grounds, that they judge very improperly 
who find fault with the inftituticm.. That 
languor which benumbs their lienfes would 
neither be vifible in their ftudies, nor in their 
want of attention to their duties, if cane was 
taken to encourage emulation; and if the 
different Governments kept them employed 
kliU&ful labours, either m the education of 
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youth, or in composing Hiftories, which we 
very much w*ant ; or in perfecting Philo- 
sophy, which in many of our fchools is (lift 
very defective. 

There are great refources in a numerous 
Society, where different geniufes, fubjeCted 
to wife laws, contribute to the fame pur- 
pole. By a free communication of fenti'- 
•ments and ideas they inform one another, 
and find in fociety what never could be had 
in folitude. 

There are employments likewife, which 
can only be attempted in Communities : I 
fpeak of Works which require deep inquiry 
and perfeverance, where folitude is rieceflary 
to prevent interruption, and companions to 
procure affiflance. 

A Community is a little world, which is 
always renewed and never exhaufted ; fo that 
■when a Writer happens to die, he is eaiily 
replaced by another. 

The illuftrious Muratori, in a letter to a 
Barnabite, his intimate friend, exprefiefthit©,-* 
felf in the following manner ; I perceive 
4( if I had been with you, 1 ooukli have 

“ found 
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“ found a great many refourccs in my 1*. 
<c hours, that my judgment would have im- 
w proved by afliftance, which is not to be 
“ procured in folitude, and, in a word, that 
* my works would have been much more 
“ corrcbt. Diftradtions are inevitable while 
^ we live in Society, but in the Cloifter a 
“ man is always mailer of himfelf.” It was 
thus that great man thought, whole judge- 
ment is fo refpedtable in the eyes of all thole 
who know how to eflimate real merit* 

If a lilt was to be publifhed of all thofe 
people in the Religious Orders, who have 
made themfelves celebrated either for their, 
eminent virtues, or for their tafte in the 
Arts and Sciences, we would not hear the- 
world conftantly repeating, that the Friars 
ai A e ufelefs Members of Society.. 

It is certain that .the greateft part .of them* 
do not publilli their works, becaufe fortu*. 
nately every man has not talents for Aiming 
as a Writer. An inundation of books and. 
v witersbs undoubtedly a. fcourge. To have 
good Authors there fhould be only a limited 
number, becaufe there are many more peo- 
ple 
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pie- of erroneous, than truly found judge- 
ment* We mud: expedl to fee every kind 
of paradox and fophiftry printed, when too 
much is written.. 

If Authors had no greater fault than that 
of repeating what has been faid before, I 
would readily forgive them, provided that 
whatever they ferve up again for the enter- 
tainment of the public, fhould be truly 
good. To relifh forne kinds of truths, it is 
neceffary that they be prefented with the 
appearance of novelty : like a fuit of 
cloaths which cannot be endured when old,, 
but may be worn again moft chearfully when 
turned. It is an old picture new varnifhedi. 

From fuch obfervations I conclude, that 
every eftabliihment which has eternal lalva- 
tion and the public good as the principal 
objects of its attention, ought to be refpedt- 
ed ; and that every Religious Order which 
has been Inftituted with fuch views, cannot 
have its original regulations attacked, but 
from a difregard to truth, and a want of* 
common, lenfe. . ' 

Man** 
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Mankind ought not to judge from the 
antipathy or diiapprobation of individuals ; 
for by the fame rule, the wifeft planned or- 
ders, and the mod ufeful infiltotions mull: 
be fu-p prefled'. Our judgements fliould be 
regulated by fome general ftandard, and if 
we do not attend to comply with it, we lhal! 
be led to declare in favour* of prejudices, at 
the very time we think we are combating* 
againft prepoffeflions. 

It is inconceivable how much the judge- 
ments of men are affedbed by cuftorn. At a 
time when Religious Orders were held in: 
the higheft efteem, every Writer took up 
the Pen in their favour ; but in an age when 
they are no longer relifhed, every book that 
is- publifhed attacks them with fury : fo 
that between the two extremes we fliould 
endeavour to find fome certain rule- to guide 
our judgement. 

I know*, for I have always laid it down 
as a law to myfelf to be impartial, that great 
"'fiVimbers of Monks and Friars may be a 
Tiurd^n to fome ftates, but it is the duty 6f 
the $6vereigh to exartline the advantages and 

dif- 
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difadvantages, and to regulate their number 
accordingly, and more particularly thofe 
tljat live upon Charity. 
t It were to be wilhed, that the greatell 
part of the Friars were provided for by en- 
dowments, that they might not be expofed 
to die caprices of an unfeeling public •, but 
1 fiiould defire n<a more for them than the, 
greateft moderation, that they might not be 
prevented from attending to their duties. 
We but too commonly fee thofe who live in 
abundance, pleafe themfclves by indulging 
in a life of idlenefs ; though riches do not 
fuit with the vows of religious poverty ; and 
it is by.no means right, that a man who has 
formally renounced the conveniencies of life, 
fhould enjoy them like people who live in 
the world. 


Every Religious Order ought to be em? 
ployed in fome ufeful purpofe ; for in.a, well- 
regulated Rate we ihould not have people 
who only pray, but likewife people who 


are aftive for the good of the comm,H^ity^ 
£ kingdom whole inhabitants were entyrelyi 
fpeculatiye, would foon.fink tp xuia., 

and 
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and hands are wanted to make commerce 
and abundance circulate through the whole, 
and every man, who is a native of the State, 
Ihould contribute to the happinefs and good 
order of his fellow citizens. 

If the Friars publilhed fame works among: 
the many with which they have enriched 
the public, which people now a-days would 
not attempt to read, from their being fa 
filled with abfurd and ridiculous queftions r 
it was much lefs their fault than that of the 
age in which they lived. Some people wha 
com poled wretched books about two hun- 
dred years ago, would write very well in the 
prefent age, fo that it is with realbn we fay, 
the human genius depends much upon the 
tafte of the times in which we live. An age 
which has no paffion for ftudy, can never 
infpire a fpirit of emulation : nor the age 
of bad philolbphy produce any but wretched 
Philofophcrs. 

I am always dill re fie d when I fee the ef- 
■■'fjort.s of genius thwarted, for want of proper 
Encouragement. The Order of St. Francis 
alone has produced a multitude of learned 

men. 
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men, who would be much hetter known 
and in greatef eftimation, if the times in 
which they lived could have corrected their 
manner of writing and teaching. It is thus 
we ought to judge of men and lament their 
misfortunes, rather than infulc them when 
they have been fo unlucky as not to have 
had that afii fiance they fo much wanted. 

There are a great number of queftions 
which Scotus, furnamed the Subtil Dodbor, 
would not have handled if he had been our 
Contemporary. I do not fear to affert, that 
he would have been one of our moll emi- 
nently learned men, had his genius been 
differently cultivated ; like a plant which 
produces only indifferent fruit, while it ve- 
getates amid ft thorns in a poor ftony foil, 
but if tranfported to a kinder climate would 
repay our care by its fuperior excellence. 

The fentiments of mankind depend upon 

fuch a variety of circumftances, that all their 

windings and turnings ftiould be examined 

before we pretend to affix a value to them a* 

The greateft part of the Authors who wroti 

* 

during the barbarous ages, if they were to* 

return 
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return at prefenr, would tear in pieces their 
own works, that they might 1 give us fome 
more excellent than their former writings 1 . 
To live in an age of tafte and emulation is 
a great incitement for an author ; for al- 
though he may have but indifferent abilities, 
he imperceptibly acquires both learning and 
tafle, and finds himi'elf capable of writing 
with prccTion and wonderful accuracy. 

Perhaps we lhall be looked upon as Go- 
thic, by fucceeding ages, for we have norea- 
fon to believe that we have attained the fum- 
mit.of perfection. It is very poffible that 
men may exprefs thenifelves in fome future 
period much better than we do at prefent, 
and liltewife difeover many things of which 
we are ignorant. Human reafon never refts 
at one point ; it rather runs retrograde than 
remain inactive, which was very evidently 
feen immediately after the age of Auguftus, 
when the mafculineeloquer.c; of the greateft 
malters was negleCtcd, to run. after puns and 
Rubbles. 

ji The different ages proceed at a very if re- 
gular, rate •, from , whepce it is, that the Re- 
ligious. 
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ligious Orders have at fome times been highly 
praifed, and at bt hers equally decried ; but 
Religion alone, which never changes, muft 
fix the ftandard of their merit. She grieves 
moft certainly when fhe beholds men, who 
have renounced this world, flill retaining 
the fame difpofitions, and her foie defire is 
to fee them amend their lives ; but fhe can 
diftinguifh what conftitutes the eflence of 
rules from their abufe. 

A Friar who, upon a pretence of having 
a refpeft for his Order, attempts to vindi- 
cate every abufe which has been introduced, 
deferves no attention. We Ihould never 
pretend to fhut our eyes againft whatever is 
reprehenfible •, but if the Evangel ills ^fiave 
Lngenuoufly related the treachery of Judas, 
and Peter’s denial of Chrift, it muft be with 
a very bad grace that we can pretend to 
vindicate all thofe of the Order who ftray 
from their duty. It is nothing but air in- 
folent prefumption which can induce the 
members of Religious Communities to de- 
fend the guilty. The records of the OrdeV 
of St. Benedict, have not been thought a J 

dif- 
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difcrodirto the Ofder, by relating that fome 
of the Monks attempted to poilbn their 
Founder. The' tares are mixed with the 
good grain in the Religious Inftitutions, as 
well as the Church. 

It is neceftary, for the honour of Religion 
and the good of kingdoms, that a Society 
which becomes infamous, either from its 
intrigues, ambition, or immoralities, fhould 
not only be reformed but fupprefted. A 
Religious Order becoming ufelefs to the 
State, is a fufficient rcafon for its being abo- 
lilhed. The edification and advantage of 
our neighbour, was the principal view of 
the founders of all the different Orders ; 
let us fecond their intentions, and labour, 
without ceafing, to difeharge faithfully the 
duties of the Paftoral Functions with which 
we have been entrufted. Thefe are my re- 
flexions upon the Regular Inftitutions, and 
fuch are my defires. 


OF 



OF THE 


DIFFERENT NATIONS, 

AND 

PARTICULARLY OF THE 

ITALIANS. 

A S far as the life and occupations of a 
Monk would permit, I have ftudied 
the feveral nations who inhabit our own 
quarter of the world •, and, from the /ketch- 
es of them, I have feen either among the' 
foreigners with whom I have had occafiort 
to be acquainted, or the accounts of tra- 
vellers, or laftly the pictures prefented to 
us by hiftoiy ; I have remarked that there 
is a fimilarity and harmony of character, by 
which they are clofely united, and that their 
difference is much lefs owing to a diflimi- 
larity of genius, than to the degrees of light 
in which they are feen. * 

It 
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It follows that, according to my view of 
things, a Laplander would ‘have the fame 
talents with an Italian, were his education 
and climate equally favourable. — Hence 
comes it that in all countries we find Juft 
thinkers and equitable judges. We know 
not how extenfive the capacity of a peafant’s 
foul may be, becaufe it is prefented to us 
under a ruftic outlide, and incrufted with a 
rude bark. We even ordinarily judge that 
foul to be lefs than nothing ; and yet there 
is room to believe, that it is capable of 
doing wonders, were proper opportunities 
offered for the difplay of its powers. 

Sextus Quintus and lately Cardinal Albe- 
roni would have remained for ever buried in 
themfeives, had not lucky accidents (truck 
fire from the flint. The world is a vaft 
field, in which the different geniufes of men 
are lb many feeds lcattered at random, which 
fructify or mifearry, according to the wind 
that blows. If it be favourable, they be- 
come trees equally magnificent in foliage, 
and excellent in fruit ; if unfavourable, they 
iprefent only a frightful fterility. 


The 
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The foul, by its union with the body, is 
reduced to a dfpendance upon the ages, the 
feafons and elements. In fome it always 
remains in a ftate of infancy ; becaufe it 
har found no hand to rear and give it 
ftrength : in others it acquires a perfect man- 
hood ; becaufe care is taken to furround it 
with every thing proper to vivify and illu- 
minate it. 

Conformable to thefe obfervations, we 
may freely conclude that an Englifhman, 
carried into Spain, and receiving the edu- 
cation of a Spaniard, would become much 
lefs induftrious; and that, on the contrary, a 
native of Madrid, tranfplanted into London, 
and brought up there, would have an en- 
tirely different way of thinking. 

The feveral countries form fo many dif- 
tindL points of view, which determine the 
operations of the mind. So clofe-y are the 
moral and natural world connected here 
below, that we often behold wonderful ac- 
tions, which notwithftanding are to be atr 
tributecLmerely to the influence of external 
caufes. 

Vol. IV. F 


Aii 
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An ancient phiLofopher juftly faid, that 
<ou r fenfes are fo many whidows through 
which we receive all kinds of impreffions, 
and that our foul, being naturally indolent, 
almoft always contents herfclf with looking 
through thefe openings, inftead of reflecting 
back upon herfclf. If fhe fixes her looks 
invariably on the north, fhe perceives none 
but chilling, gloomy objedts •, if, on the con- 
trary, fhe turns her eyes to the fouth, the 
profpedt infpires her with warmth and chear- 
fulnefs, 

A fublime Genius fuffers not his thoughts 
to be guided by fuch views ; accordingly 
he is ranked in the clafs of phccnomena, 
and the more juftly, as we are infenfibly led 
captive by fenfible objects. From our in- 
fancy we have fome ideas, though ori- 
ginally introduced by the moft trifling in- 
cidents, which diredt us, during the whole 
courfe of our life, and infpire us either 
With courage or cowardice, rafhnefs or fu- 
perftition. 

The generality of mankind may there- 
fore be faid to be only an afl'emblage of 
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chrcumftances. Some judge ill only be- 
caufe they have frequented the company of 
men who had an erroneous call of thinking ; 
others have a found underftanding only be- 
caufe they have had the good luck to read 
a work that ftruck them, and gave them 
principles. The Englifliman is an enthufi- 
aftic admirer of his own conftitution, only 
becaufe the word liberty has been buzzed 
into his ears from his infancy : the Chineie 
believes himfelf the greatefl of mankind, 
only becaufe it is inceflantly repeated to him 
that he has more invention and more in-, 
duftry than all the Europeans together. 

When a caufe is brought before a tribu- 
nal, it would be natural to prefume, or 
even to look upon it as a certainty, that all 
the judges would fee it with the fame eyes ; 
yet it engenders as many different opinions 
as there are perfons ; becaufe one has heard 
his grandfather fay that things ought to be 
fo ; and becaufe another has diftorted his 
underftanding by an affectation of Angu- 
larity, the offspring of miftaken pride. 

F z For j 
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For example, I have feveral times re- 
marked that a book which met with the 
moft general applaufe, yet difpleafed fome 
men only, becaufe they would not fwim 
with the torrent, and thought it derogatory 
from their dignity to fuffer themfelves to be 
carried away by the judgement of the pub- 
lic. 

The foul muft fecure herfelf from a thou- 
fand things if fhe would preferve her em- 
pire ; above all Hie muft tvatch againft all 
the prejudices with which Ihe is befet by 
the paffions, even before Ihe has the power 
of reflection, and in this Ihe can fucceed 
only by interrogating her reafon, and com- 
paring one thing with another Ihe ought 
to adopt the fentiment of the French phi- 
lofopher, and fubjeCt every thing to a me- 
thodical doubt. But this is a much more 
difficult matter than men imagine ; and 
hence comes it that fo many fouls, which 
had the bell difpofitions, ftop in their jour- 
ney, if 1 may be allowed the expreffion, and 
a thoufand inconveniences prevent them 

from 
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from ever arriving at the point for which 
they fet out. 

It follows that the man is much indebted 
to providence, who finds in his climate, his 
education, the form of his government* 
means to raife him above the fentiments of 
the vulgar. This is a fecond life a thou* 
fand times more valuable than the firft, ef* 
pecially if the principles he has imbibed be 
founded in true religion. 

From this I never detach my idea oF 
Man, not becaufe I am a Monk, but be- 
caule it is certainly agreeable to reafon and 
experience that We lofe the greateft part of 
our exiftence, if we know not the truth in 
the point molt eflential both for this world*, 
and that which is to come. 

My foul, by making the body every mo- 
ment fenfible that fhe is its fovereign, and 
obliging it to obey her pleafure, teaches me 
that I am not a being merely material, and 
that there is certainly fome part of me which 
muft furvive my mufcles and my nerves; 
My thought then is too valuable to be aban- 
doned to chance, and the fubftance which 
F 3 produces 
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produces it too fublime not to be applied to 
ferious objefts. And it is an indifputable 
truth, that none but fuch as are immortal 
ought to fix our defires, and none but fuch 
can compleatly fatisfy them. 

When a man fays that our being born in 
one climate rather than another is a thing 
merely cafual, he fpeaks like a l'cholar of 
Lucretius or Epicurus.. An eternal, all- 
ruling Providence has determined the birth 
of one man rather at Pekin than at Rome, 
and this for reafons which, though eternal, 
are unknown to us, becaufe they are the 
fecrets of the Divinity. ' Accordingly we 
neither can nor ought to reproach any per* 
ion with the lownefs of his origin, nor the 
miferable ftate in which he was born. Shall 
I atk an ear of corn why it grows in a bar- 
ren field rather than in a well-cultivated foil b 
The hand of the Creator hath fown accord- 
ing to his will, and he will reap according 
^ to his pleafure. 

\ It is the property of Reafon, as being 
ft he growth of every climate, to form juft 
i views, 
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Views and exa£t decilions, unlefs a fnare be 
laid for her, and Ihe be deceived. 

The opinions of men which have taken 
their birth almoft entirely from the preju- 
dices of infancy or country, ought to be 
dumb in prefence of the truth, becaufe that 
is a truth which, the fame in Siberia as in 
Holland, exifts in all climates, in fome 
more concentred, in others more diffufed, 
but always exifting, always bounding tri- 
umphant over the flood of crimes and errors 
in which the world lies drowned. 

Some have only an oblique, others a di- 
rect, view of this truth ; and, what is amaz- 
ing, we often think we have found her 
when we have only met with Fallhood. Ac- 
cordingly Philofophers have, for whole cen- 
turies, fucceflively milled one another in their 
refearches, and their miltakes have been the 
more fatal, as they looked upon themfelves 
to be the foie oracles of the Univerfe.- 
When Impofture dares to give herfelf our 
for Truth, we fee only falfe principles, whichj 
are taken for the bell beaten roads, and w« 
plunge into a gulph of errors. 

F 4 
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When nations are thoroughly examined, 
it is difficult to judge which deferves the 
preference. Great virtues are commonly ac- 
companied with great faults, in order to in- 
ftrudt man that he ought at the fame time 
to be high-minded and humble, and to keep 
him in a juft medium between confidence 
and fear. The nations which give the leaft 
figns of extenfive intelleftual powers, and 
who, from being deeply immerfed in igno- 
rance, are kept in obfeurity and almoft bu- 
ried in oblivion, are feldom acquainted with 
great crimes, which feem to accompany the 
molt fublime adtions. Hence comes it, that 


heroifm fcarce ever exifts without atrocity ; 
and when we analyze the high feats of all 
thofe conquerors who are extolled as prodi- 
gies of valour and genius, we ordinarily find 
them fhaded by the blackeft horrors. 

Accordingly it may be faid, that Italy is 
not now dreadful for its crimes, becaufe it 
is no longer famous for great exploits. 


parcelled out into a 


number of diftindt 


jaares by the different ftates within its cir- 
cuit, it can neither extend its territory, nor 

raiie 
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raife its head at the time when it was re- 
renowned for laeing the afl'emblage of every 
moral virtue and every crime. 

The Romans, of whofe flock, confidering 
them relatively to their power and valour, 
we are only very feeble fhoots, finding no 
bounds to their authority, and giving laws 
even to the world, fignalized themfelves by 
every method in order to make their names 
immortal. They were at the height of joy, 
provided they were talked of ; and all the 
earth acknowledged their empire and trem- 
bled at their name. 

Chriftianity, which blotted them from the 
earth, by confining their defendants within 
the circle of truth, no more permitted thofe 
renowned robberies, mifcalled exploits ; and 
the humble virtues then fucceeding to thofe 
ebullient fallies which were entitled mag- 
nanimity, but which had no other principle 
than pride, Italy entirely loft every thing 
that, had acquired her the moft brilliant 
luftre. It naturally followed upon the di 
vifion of a dominion as extenfive as ab 
folute, that the love of glory Ihould decay, 
F 5 and 



|o£ OF THE DIFFERENT NATIONS* 
and opportunities of rifing to diftinftion Be* 
came lefs frequent. A country neceffarily* 
Becomes pacific, when it ceafes to be power- 
ful ; as it is unable to opprefs, and unwilling 
to be oppreffed : but men, even in their de- 
generacy, always preferve fomething of their 
ancient original ; the Italians, having no op- 
portunity to diftinguifh themfelves by bril- 
liant viftorics, tried to acquire glory by the 
Arts and Sciences. If we trace every age 
from the fall of Pagan Rome, we fhall find 
that this has always been their ruling paf- 
fion. We love to make a noife in the world 
by fome means or other: he who is not Cse- 
far, wiflies to be Sextus Quintus ; and he 
who is not Virgil, wifhes to be Taflo. 

The manners infenfibly took a tinfture 
from the wonderful change which happened 
in Italy ; when the Capitol fell proftrate at 
the feet of the difcipled of the Crofs, and 
the triumph of Chriftianity was complete : 
then the martial virtues difapeared to make 
way for the pacific ; and as every thing de- 
generates, and the moft excellent things are 
always accompanied by their abufe, the bo- 
j dies 
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dies and minds of the Italians funk in 
effeminate foffnefs. — Not that the Gofpel,. 
th?£ book truly divine, authorizes doth and 
fenfuality, of which, on the contrary, it is 
the greateft enemy, by continually recom- 
mending mortification of our appetites ; but 
as this vifible world unhappily ftrikes us 
more than thofe things which we do not fee,- 
and the penance commanded us in the facred 
books is not an objedt of celebrity, as were 
the fatigues endured in the field of Mars, 
the modern Romans cannot rival the fame of 
the ancient. 

There are only a few fouls deeply im* 
preffed by Heaven, whom nothing flops in 
the career of Salvation : but the greateft 
number abandon themfelves to idlenefs. 

Thus, among the Italians, they who nei- 
ther cultivate the Sciences nor Arts, and who 
are not- animated by that fpirit of Chriftia- 
nity which prompts to the moft glorious ac- 
tions, remain in oblivion. Formerly all the 
Romans only conipofed one individual ; t\ty 
exploits of a Angle man refledted luftreo.^ 
the whole body, and every member had hisj 
F 6 lharel 
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lhare in the glory ; and this was the reafon 
of their becoming fo renowned. 

When men have not important common 
interetts, and are under different matters, 
each of whom has his peculiar mode of go- 
verning, great actions ftand Angle i and if 
a hero ftarts up, he is fo only for himfelf ; 
the nation is not inflamed by his example. 
This is exadtly our pofition ; the Venetian 
receives no pleafure from the glory of the 
Roman, nor the native of Milan from the 
Neapolitan. Subject to different fovereigns, 
they are much more inclined to leffen than 
exalt each other’s reputation. 

Hence it neccflarily happens that emula- 
tion grows torpid, and the Italians are de- 
prived of the grand fprings which prompt 
almoft all-men to diftinguifh themfelves,— 
Money and Glory. The lefs extenfive ter- 
ritories a fovereign poflefles, the lefs is his 
trade and the fewer are his fubjedts j confe- 
quently the lefs are the rewards of merit in 
hjs power. Befules, how many are there 
who will do nothing if they are not paid ! 

From 
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From this difplay of fads it is vifible that 
we are conftritined by neceffity to be indo- 
lent; our different dates are too limited to car- 
ry on wars or to awaken a fpirit of induftry. 

However, after fo many wars and revo- 
lutions, it is no linal! matter to be what we 
are. Thanks to the Chriftian Religion, 
which, by furnifhing us with the means of 
being humbly beneficent, and of falsifying 
ourfelves, hath put us in a capacity of gain- 
ing a more lblid and durable glory than all 
that the Romans could acquire. 

Were this world eternal, and were there 
no other life but that which we enjoy here 
below, it would be a diiadvantage not to be 
a Roman ; but Chriftianity, by joining us 
in the moft intimate union with God him- 
felf, by ftiewing us the whole world as in- 
deed a beautiful but a momentary fpedtacle* 
communicates to us a greatnefs infinitely 
fuperior to that of all the Pagans. It is 
not to the man who can take towns and 
conquer kingdoms, that the Faith gives th^ 
title of Immortal ; but to him who, in thi^ 
midil of all the creatures, beholds only the 

CreatorJ 
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Creator, and who may defy the whole world 1 
to feparate him from this grand objeCt. 

Thus the Italians, confideredin this view,, 
far from being inferior to the Romans, have 
the greateft fuperiority over them and if 
they do not bear arms as formerly, we muft 
lay the blame entirely on the nature of their 
government, and the trammels put upon 
them, by not fuffering them longer to be 
mafters of the world. 

Nothing expands the ideas fo much as 
being maftcr of a vaft empire. Were the 
Romans, who moft fignalized themfelves, 
now alive in this cioy, the feeds of their va* 
lour would be choaked in their own bofomi 
becaufe they could not find opportunity to 
give them birth. Great men owe their be- 
ing known entirely to circumftances. Every 
country contains fome whofe worth will ne- 
ver be known, for want of that afiiftance 
which would have placed them in a confpt- 
cuous view on the ftage of the world. 

Thefe reflections ought to make us ex- 
fcufe I know not how many nations who give 
no figns of life. For example, it is certain 

that 
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that a people, too far diftant from the centre 1 
of the Sciences and Arts, cannot acquire am 
equal degree of knowledge and tafte with" 
thofe who are at the fountain head ; and had 
Michael Angelo, with all his genius, and 
Dante, with all his fire, been born in Finlandj 
the one would not have been fo renowned a 
painter, nor- the other a poet. 

Befides good and ill, perfections and de- 
feds, are fo evenly balanced among all 
mankind, that want of learning is often com- 
penfated by natural genius ; and want of 
genius, by judgement and good fenfe. The 
moll brilliant adions are not always the moll 
eftimable. A nation obfervant of its word, 
and attached to its duty, is, doubtlefs, fu- 
perior. to another diftinguifhed for valour, 
but diftinguifhed for treachery and perfidy. 
Conquefts are not always founded on juf- 
tice-, in Hiftory we read of many heroes who 
were only renowned robbers. 

Thus, on a proper eftimate of every cir- 
cumftance, each nation ought to be coiy* 
tent with its lot, and the corner it inhabits, 
and the portion of genius allotted to it bj| 

eternal' 
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eternal wifdom. The moft enlightened is- 
fubjedted to the greatcft multiplicity of 
wants, and by far the moft ambitious. 

The warlike were not the happy nations ; 
befides, that victories are often attended 
with the ruin of the conquerors : fortune and 
glory are not always at our difpofal. A 
fingle defeat makes many victories be for- 
gotten. 

Tliefe are truths which cannot be denied 
by men who are acquainted with the nature 
of things as well as with the human heart. 

It is with nations as with works of paint- 
ing and fculpture ; feme have colouring, 
others relievo and in order to form a true 
judgement, and not be deceived by a falfe 
view, they muft be icon in their proper 
light. 

One thing certain is, that the vices, like 
the virtues, enter into the great body of the 
Univerfe, in order to fulfil the defigns of 
infinite Wifdom. Thus the things that creep, 
\VS well as the things that fly, poifons as well 
as the moft falutary medicines •, the hand- 
'worm as well as the elephant, the thiftle as 

well 
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well as the jafmine, contribute to form a 
wonderful whole, ' which prefents to us a 
pi&ure like that mixture of fun-beams and 
clouds often feen in the Iky. 

Every individual is a picture in miniature 
of the nation in which he was brought up. 
He is a pattern of a changeable fluff, the 
texture of which is finer or coarfer, accord- 
ing to the degree of pains that has been ufed 
to give it a glofs. 

It may be faid, ftill purfuing the fame 
comparifon, that the French and Italians 
have more than once paffed under the calen- 
der, and that this gives them that luftre 
which dazzles foreigners. 
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DISCOURSE 

UPON 
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SUPERSTITION, 

DELIVERED BEFORE THE TRIBUNAL 

OP THE 

HOLY OFFICE, 

BY THE 

REVEREND FATHER GANGANELLI, 

THEIR CONSULTOR, 

Before he reported a cause which was presente* 
TO HAVE JUDGEMENT PASSED BY THAT TRIBUNAL, 

M ANKIND, notwithftanding the hard- 
nefs of their hearts, dare not appear 
openly vicious without fuffering ; and there- 
fore, in fome degree, to conceal their per- 
verfe difpofitions, they endeavour that their 
vices Ihould affume the femblance of Vir- , 
tue, which has produced falfe conference,' 
falfe modefty, falfe honour, falfe probity, 
and, in one word, hypocrify.. 


Even- 
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. Even Religion, pure and ,holy as Ihe isr y 
could not find protection from thefe perfidi- 
ous imitations. Superftition is feen walking 
in her fteps : under a pretence of extending, 
and fupporting Piety Ihe deftroys the very 
fpirit of Piety, and, by the whole tenor of 
her conduit, expofes her to contempt and ri- 
dicule. It is inconceivable what a number 
of fubterfuges and trifling means lhe em- 
ploys to carry her point. The more fub- 
lime Religion is, the more Ihe is debafed by 
Superftition j for which reafon our divine 
Legiflator never ceafes to exclaim againft the 
Pharifees, who made Devotion a pretext 
for fupporting a thoufand fuperftitious cuf- 
toms, which they fubftituted inftead of the 
efience of the law. They fancied, for ex- 
ample, that they honoured God by faying 
their Prayers in public, that they might be 
feen of men ; they employed much time in 
faying long prayers ; they made a merit of 
their faftings j and giving alms ; they put on 
demure countenances, and forbid even the 
moft indifpenfable employments to be exer- 
cifed on Sunday. 


Such 
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Such were the fuperftitions of the old law, 
to which falfe devotees have unhappily fuc- 
ceeded, who, by their hypocrify and igno- 
rance, dilhonour the new law. It is fruit- 
lefs to join the Council of Trent, and tell 
them that the mediation of Saints is only 
good and ufeful ; and that there is not any 
virtue even in the mod refpectable images : 
it is of no avail with them to quote what 
ever God hinrfelf hath faid, and all who call 
upon him lhall not be faved ; that we are 
but whitened fepulchres when our piety is 
all outward Ihew ; that if our intentions are 
wicked, fo will likewife be all our adions : 
they forget their duty to Jefus Chrift, that 
they may be occupied about his fervants : 
they pray to images, in the perfuafion that 
they have the power of granting their re- 
quefts : they repeat many prayers, and 
think that fuch praclices, which are only 
the bark of the law, are of fufficicnt avail to 
juftify and fave them. 

Thus Superftition, which I mull beg leave 
to call an Ape, that counterfeits and mimicks 
Religion, does the more harm, becaufe it 

lulls 
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1. Us finners into a falfe fecurity : it takes 
offence at every thing whiclf does not agree 
with its prejudices } and frequently con- 
ceives an averfion againft the true fervants 
of God, becaufe they are not feen to pay at- 
tention to trifling ceremonies, and are ob- 
ferved to poflefs that joyful fecurity which 
characterizes the true children of God. The 
fuperftitious man is he who fees the mote in 
his brother’s eye, but docs not perceive. the 
beam in his own ; it is this unjuft brother 
who is offended with the paternal heart, 
which overflows with joy at the return of the 
prodigal fon ; this prevaricating judge, who 
will not enter the judgement-hall, for fear of 
defiling the palfover, and who condemns the 
Man-God to death; this Pharifee, who is 
offended with Jefus Chrift for having cured 
the man of the palfy upon the Sabbath ; 
this prefumptuous man, who thinks him- 
felf different from the reft of mankind, be- 
caufe he fafts two days in the week ; this 
fplenetic being, who fecretly murmurs 
againft the finful woman, becaufe fhe facri- 
ficed a perfume to the Saviour of the World, 

which 
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■which fhe might have fold for the benefit of 
the poor ; thft hypocrite, who is offended 
at feeing the Son.of God eating with Pub- 
licans and Sinners, and behaves to him as 
to a contemptible parafite. 

Such are the effects of Devotion ill under- 
Hood, or rather of Superftition. It is lhe 
that, with a madnefs which fhe takes for a 
meritorious zeal, looks upon all who have 
the misfortune not to believe revealed 
Truths, to be under the yoke of Herefy, 
and this, without having the leaft compaf- 
fion for their lituation : it is fhe that feeds 
.upon falle miracles, falfe legends, and is 
perpetually founding the alarm againft all 
who will not believe in them : it is fhe that 
confounds opinions with eftablifhed prin- 
ciples ; who denounces damnation without 
mercy againft all tliofe that are not of her 
opinion in matters which have no relation to 
the Faith : it is fhe that takes darknefs for 
light, and is afraid of being milled by every 
attempt that can be made to inftrudt her ; 
and it is fhe that imagines fhe does what is 
pleafing in the fight of God when fhe is 

per- 



120 DISCOURSE 

perfecting innocence, or judging ill of iter 
neighbour. 

It is not at all furprizing that the Pagans 
were fuperftitious, fince their Religion was 
Superstition itfelf •; but it is truly aftonilh- 
ing to fee the enlightened difciplcs of Chrif- 
tianity, neglecting their eflential duties, to 
attend to fables and trilling ceremonies. 
God forbid that I lhould be thought to con- 
found the ceremonies which are univerfally 
pradtifed by the Church, that are fo many 
important fymbols ; nor thofe rites which 
ferve to correfl; our reafon, and humble our 
pride ! I only refer to certain cuftoms and 
prejudices, which fome individuals, the vic- 
tims of a flighty imagination, or of grofs 
ignorance, have added to the common be- 
lief, and which have been cenfured by all 
the Councils. 

Such has been that ftrange perverfe cre- 
dulity which has prevailed more or lefs in 
all ages, that has made fome people be- 
lieve in fpirits, vifions, and conjurations. 
It confifts with the Faith to believe that the 
dead, by the exprefs permiflion of God, may 

2 appear 
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appear again, and that they really have ap- 
peared according to the irrefragable tefti- 
mony of the Old and New Teftament ; that 
fome priviledged fouls have been favoured 
with extraordinary revelations which have 
difcovered to them things that were to hap- 
pen ; that the Devil employed magicians to 
fafcinate the mind of Paraoah •, and that he 
has oftener than once exercifed his infernal 
malice by fupernatural operations, in which 
he himfelf was the principal agent. But it 
is no lefs certain, that the greateft part of the 
apparations, vifions, and forceries, of which 
we hear, are nothing but the produce of 
diftraded imaginations ; and when we come 
to examine them by the light of Truth, they 
are found to be the effedrs of ignorance, 
knavery, or fanaticifm, in thofe people who* 
pretend to magic or infpiration, 

I am fatisfied for example, that the Re- 
velations of St. Therefa ihould be looked 


upon as fupernatural, becaufe they carry 
with them every charaderiftic of truth, and< 
are quoted by the Church, as fatisfadory 
evidence ; but I think quite differently of 
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Mary d’Agreda, and many more, whom weak 
fnthufiafts take for wonders. 

We may fee in that work On the Canoni- 
zation of Saints *, by the immortal Benedict 
XIV. and in which I congratulate myfelf 
for having' had fome fhare, how very referved 
we lhould be on the fubjedt of Vifions, and 
cfpecially thofe that we have from women. 
The more the imagination is engaged, the 
more we lhould diftruft every thing which 
appears to be uncommon. We are naturally 
very fond of the marvellous, as we have fre- 
quently mentioned, which is an effedt of the 
defire of an immortal foul to rove after 
what is fublime, as its natural fphere, and 
proper element, 

Befides, as Benedict XIV. himfclf has 
faid, it is not at all furprizing, that the fo- 
il tary Reclufe, who gives himfclf up to im- 
moderate fallings, and whofe foie employ - 

* The Abbe Baudeau, known by his different ufe r 
ful works, has given us an excellent abridgement of 
that learned Treatife. It is entitled. An An.uyfis of 
tbt Work of Benedict XIV. upon Beatifications and Cano- 
ttiaaiious. Iff, 


ment 
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«ient is his Heavenly cares, fliuuU ; miguio 
that he has *feen the Court of Heaven in 
his fleep, and while his mind has been filled 
with the idea, he has fpoke of it when he 
waked, as a thing very wonderful ; and thus 
it is, that a diflurbed imagination perfuades 
itfelf of a thoufand things which never ex- 
ifted. Every Enthufiaft miftakes phantoms 
for realities. When I was young, I knew a 
man, who had fuch a frantic love for Taflb, 
that; he wanted to perfuade me that he faw 
him every night, and heard him repeating 
verfes. But it is yet more extraordinary, if 
you will hearken to the common people, who 
.hear and fee miracles at all hours, and in all 
places, as if the old and new law, which has 
been confirmed by fo many prodigies, actu- 
ally had occafion to have their ianCtity and 
their origin proved. 

What is very diftrefiing, and ought in* 
deed to make us humble, is, that Superftiti- 
.ons and prejudices are to be found in all the 
different claffes of men. Every man pa^s 
a tribute to imbecility ; and even he who 
appears hardy enough to fet all at defiance^ 
G 2 and 



124 DISCOURSE 

to r1ov.bc or every thing, is epxofed to 
difplay a littlenefs of foul, whsch is a dif- 
grace to common fenfe. 

From whence we lhould conclude, that we 
cannot be too much on our guard againft 
every thing we are told as wonderful, or the 
effedt of infpiration. The falfe devotees find 
their account in encouraging ignorance, and 
in becoming the Haves of a degree of pha- 
rifaical zeal, becaufe they then find means 
of fupporting themfelves in that foolilh 
pride, which will not liften to reafon, but 
perfift in living^without a defire of reforming 
their hearts. 

Let us attend, at prefent, to the refie&ions 
that I have been making, as they are con- 
nected with the caufe which has been pre- 
fented, and which I am now about to lay 
before you, as the beft means to prevent 
lur becoming dupes to the marvellous dories 
vhich it is faid to contain ; and to difeover, 
hat illufion has been the origin of all the 
iadts which have been related as prodigies, 
ind quoted with fo much zeal. 


The 
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The more true and holy that Religion is, 
the more requifite is it that we undeceive 
the Faithful in whatever relates to Superfti- 
tion ; it is for the very fame reafon that St. 
Paul exprefsly recommends to Timothy, to 
give no ear to tales and fables. Me well 
knew, that men are naturally inclined to be 
led away by illufions, and, readily catching 
at things which have an extraordinary ap- 
pearance, immediately declare them to be 
wonderful. 

The errors prove the necefiity of having 
a Religion that muft be obeyed-* without 
which, we ihould have as many Superftitions 
as wc have individuals , for every one hasfome 
folly or weaknefs of his own, that leads him 
into the greateft errors, if he is not prevented 
by a tribunal, which always exifts, and by 
its laws keeps him in reftraint. 




FIRST 


DISC OURSE 

ON THE 

FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS. 

PREACHED AT ASCOU, 

Adoraoitnus in loco tchi Jleterunt pedes ejus. Pi ilgcite. 
Ps. 131. 

<- We will worfhip at his footffool. E. Tiv 

Ps. 134. 

M AN Is only a fhadovv of himfelf: 

his foul, enveloped in the thickeft 
darknefs, fcarcely differs from the inftinft 
of animals his inordinate palfions confpire 
againft him * his rebellious appetites efta- 
blifh anarchy in his heart ; virtue is his tor- 
ment, vice his delight ; every objeft by 
which he is furrounded, tends to feduce or 
to lead him aftray ; he forgets whence fie 
fprung, and to what he is deftined, in order 
G 4 to 
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to abafe himfelf to that earth which he treads 
under his feet ; the voice of f Confcience is 
ftificd ; he crcfts Monitors into Deities ; 
and to him the true God is as if he did not 
exift ; in a word, the Creator hitnfelf ro- 
per, ttth of having made him. 

What a pidture, O Chriftian Hearers ! 
What a group of errors and crimes ! Man 
is no more a being formed in righteoufnefs 
and holinefs, of pure defires and Heavenly 
thoughts, bur the flave of the molt lhatne- 
ful paffions, who hath loft his prerogatives, 
his titles, his dignity, to bury himfelf in the 
horrors of idolatry. 

Such were we without the grace of the 
Redeemer, who came to re-eftablifh us in 
our rights, and to engrave upon our hearts, 
in charadlers indelible, the auguft title of 
Chriftian. We then fprung even from the 
bofom of death; our foul aflumed new life* 
and, in the tranfportsof the moft lively ad- 
miration, and the greateft joy, w'e have feen 
the Word of God himfelf, the exprefs image 
of his perfon ; in a word, his own Son, be- 
gotten from all eternity, in the fplendor of 

fhe 
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the Saints, unite his nature to ours, and, by 
a prodigy fo ineffable, elevate our Human 
Nature in the moft glorious manner. 

0 Earth, fo long watered by the blood 
of the Juft, and of the Prophets ; O Earth, 
for fo many ages ftained by a multitude of 
crimes •, I behold you purified, renewed, in 
Inch a manner, that you may be compared to* 
Heaven itfelf. The Holy One came to reft 
upon your clay, and has made of it a matter 
more precious than gold and jewels : he 
makes you the habitation of Saints, and im- 
prints on your furface his facred feet, in. 
fuch a manner, that we diftinguilh his foot- 
fteps, and haften to adore him : Adorabimus 
in loco ubi fieterunt pedes ejus. 

Great God ! Man was then deftined to be 
thy brother and co-heir. By the Incarna- 
tion, thou railed him to Divinity, while 
thou abafeft thyfelf to'the earth, and recon- 
ciled us to thy Eternal Father. 

1 think that I behold a combat between 
Divine Juftice and Mercy, and the latter' 
victorious. In fadt, what greater mark, of 
goodnefs can the Deity beftow, than to de- 

G 5 ’ fpoil 
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fpoil himfelf of 'all his glory, to come and: 
dwell among men, after having taken upon--- 
him their nature, and their infirmities ? 

Our creation, wonderful as it was, when 
the Almighty breathed into our noftrils the 
breath of life, is not to be compared with 
the glory to which we are raifed by the Myf- 
tery of the Incarnation. Our bodies being; 
deified, become worthy of rifing one day in 
Glory, and are the Temples of the Holy 
Ghoft. 

What a revolution in the world ! Jefus. 
Chrift, by his birth, cancels the fentence of 
death, which condemned us to everlafting 
torments ; and man, who had loft all his 
prerogatives in the perfon of Adam, and had 
no other appanage than a free will more 
inclined to evil than good, a concupi* 
fcence which inceffantly fets his paflions in 
a ferment, a fign of maleditftian written on 
his forehead, is reftored to his dighity, 
again enters into pofieffion of his- rights, and 
finds a God of Mercy in that avenging 
Peity who had made him. the objedt of his 
wrath, arid devoted him to deftru&iom 

What 
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What a remarkable epocha, in the fuccef- 
fion of ages, is the birth of a Man-God ! Ye 
Hiftorians efface from your writings what- 
ever hath no relation to this great event : 
ye Orators, employ your eloquence only in 
celebrating it : ye Righteous, be tranfported 
with the extatic joy, the Heavens open to 
your defires; ye Sinners, lift up your heads, 
by this Nativity ye are pardoned, ye are 
healed. 

On this day, Nature, attentive to contem- 
plate her author under the veil of a mortal 
body, teacheth all pien what ought to be 
their fentiments. But, alas ! while the Hea- 
vens teftify their joy by Songs of Praife, 
and this divine myftery fo long predicted by 
the prophets, is accomplifhed ; O Mortals, 
ye remain infenfible to the great event; the 
birth of an earthly prince affedts you more 
than that of the Son of God; and if you 1 
proftrate yourfelf to adore him, it is only an 
outward ceremony, in which the heart hath, 
no ihare. • 

Jlluilrious fhepherds of Bethlehem; Hojy 
Magi from the Eaft, you will one t|ay rjfc 
■ G 6 i«gainft 
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againft this guilty generation, ^vhich is lefs 
attentive to the coming of the Meffiah, than 
to a tranfitory glory, a perilhable treafure# 
Yet, my brethren, there is no Salvation ex- 
cept by this Divine Meffiah ; and he is the 
peribn whom the Davids, the Solomons fo 
earneftly defired to behold : he it is whofe 
countenance makes the happinefs of the 
Saints, as it will one day be the terror of the 
wicked. His Mercy has now placed him in 
a cradle upon the earth ; but, at the end of 
time, his Juftice will fet him upon a fiery 
throne in the clouds, in order to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

O Chriftians, let us keep both thefe events 
in view, that we may not be buoyed up by 
vain prefumption, nor fall a prey to defpair. 

Did man perfectly know all the honour 
which he now acquires, the earth would ap- 
pear to him as nothing. He would behold 
only Jeliis Chrift, and confefs, with the 
Apoftle, that all is contained in the divine 
Savour, that all was made by and fubfifts 
only in him : Omnia per ipfum et in ipfo con- 
fiant . 


Eefore 
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Before our birth we fubfifled in this new 
Adam, who,, predeftinated from all eternity 
to be our Mediator and our Life, waited 
only for the moment pointed out in the eter- 
nal decrees to cloath himfelf with a body. 
Thus did the Moft Holy of all Virgins be- 
come his mother by the operation of the 
Holy Spirit; and Jefus humbled himfelf to 
be the Son of Mary, that he might become, 
our Head and our Father. 

Flow many miracles at the time and after 
the accomplilbment of his divine myftery ! 
The earth was covered witli prodigies ; and 
the Incarnation confounded the Jews, and 
ftruck the Pagans with difmay, in order to 
form the happinefs and glory of Chriftians. 

O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, haft thou then- 
forgotten the prophefies which fo often pro- 
claimed the coming of a Deliverer ! and wilt 
thou be fo unhappy as not to know him 
who is to appear in the midft of thy walls 
only to preach the Gofpel to the Poor, to 
heal the fick, and raife the dead ? % 

Alas ! my brethren, alas ! this unfortu- 
nate city will become entirely reprobate ; 

flie 
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flie will put to death the Man who came to 
give her life, and, as a punidiment of her 
crimes, nothing fliall remain of her but a 
heap of dull: ; her fynagogue lhall be de~ 
llroyed to make room for an everlafting 
Church. ’ 

Such will be your lot, O degenerate 
Ghriftians ! who know not the Mdfiah, or 
neglect the obfervation of his Law. Thofe 
mean garments in which you now fee him 
cloathed will turn into flames to confume 
you i the manger in which he is laid ihall 
be transformed into a throne too terrible 
for you to behold •, and his weak hands,- 
which can- fcarce open, will dart upon you 
dettructive thunder from every quarter. 
The day of Mercy will then be paft, and 
focceeded by that of Vengeance. 

Great God ! what mifery to the finner 
who has not profited by the unfpeakable 
myftery of thy Incarnation - r who hatli not 
found wherewithal to obtain his pardon in 
tjie whole effufion. of thy blood, though one 
drop be fulficient to faye the whole wwld! 
who hath not appeared at the manger where 


our 
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our divine Saviour was born, except to re- 
ceive there anathemas and curies f 

May we be now carried byFaith to this 
Holy Place, may Faith fupply what cannot 
be perceived by the Senfes : O delightful- 
fpot, a thoufand times more worthy of ad- 
miration than the palaces of kings, fill me 
with Holy Extacy ; let me exult with joy 
when I behold thee, and may my heart be 
for ever inviolably attached to thee. 

There it is, my brethren, that ye ought 
to be every day in fpirir, and not in the pa- 
laces of the great, where are met only in- 
ftances of injuftice, inflexibility and pride ; 
not in thofe accurfed places where you dif- 
honour the members of Jefus Chrift ; not 
in thofe criminal houfes, where ye game 
away the money of the poor, the wages of 
the artifan, everf the fubftance of your chil- 
dren •, not in, thofe fchools of perdition* 
where nothing is learned but a philofophy 
entirely Pagan, according to the rudiments 
of this world and the tradition of men : fy- 
cuntium ekmenta mundi et traditionm honii - 
Hum. 


1 ac- 
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I acknowledge, O Chriftian hearers ! that 
I cannot prevent Ihedding torrents of tears 
when I reflect upon the fmall number of 
thofe who profit by the coming of our Sa- 
viour. Some are afhamed to imitate, othersi 
to acknowledge him, and fcarce any but 
finds a pretence in. himfelf to vvithold his 
adoration. 

But what is this Mefliah, if not omnipo- 
tent, eternal, and infinite ? What creature 
can fulfil his offices ? What other Being 
But God could cancel the fin of Adam, and 
fatisfy Divine Juftice fo grievoufly of- 
fended ? 

My foul hurries with ungovernable and 
aftonifhing rapidity from one fubjeft to an- 
other ; but how can a - man keep his mind 
within juft bounds, when the whole world 
is fwallowed up in the contemplation of fo 
great a myftery ! How is it poffible not to 
be moved at the remembrance of a man 
made God ! If David broke out into the 
n?oft exftatic tranfports before the Holy Ark, 
which was- only the figure of the Mefliah, 
what ought to be our rapture ! Every thing 
2 invites 
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invites us to bids the Holy One of Ifrael, 
and to bids him in a manner that fliall pro- 
claim all our joy, and all our happinds. 

Ye lacrcd domes echo that joy by which 

ye are animated ; ve Miniilers of the Altars 

loudly repeat that eternal Hallelujah which 

the Elders of the Apocalypfe fing without 

ceafing round the throne of the Lamb; 

imitate the angels in the exprdfion of your 

hymns and of your fentiments. Ye rivers, 

ye fountains, ye cedars of Labanon, bids 

the new born Lord. He choofes poverty 

for the foie ornament of his cradle, that 

every thing may anlwer to the Crofs on 

which he is one day to expire. What a 

contrail between the {table of Bethlehem’ 

* 

and the palaces of the Great. Would we 
not imagine that on one fide we fow gods, 
on the other the vileil of Haves, forfaken 
and fuffering ? But how many virtues refide 
in that auguft retreat, which is beheld by 
Faith as the moil Holy Tabernacle. All 
the perfe<5tions of the Eternal; are there af- 1 * 
fembled ; that is, to ufe the expreffion of 

St. 



*3? FIRST DISCOURSE ON 1HZ 

St. Chryfoftom, infinitude is comprehended 
within finite bounds. 

O incomprehenfible myftery 1 every thing 
there appears inferior even to man, and yet 
all is worthy of God. Let us abjure our 
honours, let us tread our riches under foot, 
let us haften to Bethlehem to facrifice our 
pride, our luxury, and offer up ourfelves 
with Jefus Chrilt, who veils all the fplen- 
dor of his majefty, that the meaneft of 
mankind may have accefs to him. 

Is this your conduct, ye who, directed 
by vanity, behold the orphan and the poor 
only with eyes of contempt }. ye who make 
it a rule always to appear under a brilliant 
outfide, and think that you would dero- 
gate from> your dignity, did you. mix with, 
the croud of the unhappy, who yet are 
your brethren, notwithftanding all that you 
do to make it a matter of doubt to your- 
felvcs ? 

O Holy Humility of the Man-God ! come 
/this day and infpire thofe haughty finners, 
who, believing themfelves to. be of a difi- 
ferent original from naaajtind,, refiife to acr 

knowledge. 
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knowledge their equals ; come and diffipate 
their illufions, fcatter the clouds of that 
criminal incenfe by which they are blinded^ 
and lay them at the feet of thofe whom 
they vouchfafe not a Angle look ; come and 
warn them that their end approaches, and 
that their alhes, mingled with thofe of the 
meaneft of men, fhall remain in eternal ob- 
livion. Come and prefent to them the Sou 
of the Moft High, with no other company 
than the indigent and the beafts of the field', 
without any place to lay his head ; come, 
and, by this fpedlacle, confound their reafoii 
and their pride. 

Nothing but this precious Humility, my 
Brethren, is fufficient to make us- profit by 
the Myftery of the Incarnation, efpecially as 
it is the foundation of all virtue. The want 
of this makes us offended at the apparent 
meannefs of the Meffiah. The Heretic* 
and Infidels oppofed this ineffable myftery, 
becaufe they could not be perfuaded that a 
God had lb far abafed himfelf as- toiappoar » 
under the form of a Have : fey this feme 
principle of pride were the Jew* 'prevented 

from. 
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from acknowledging the Mefiiah, and by 
this were they tranfported even to crucify 
him. 

Let us then, my brethren, hold in abo- 
mination this unhappy pride, which lifts 
jtfelf up againft'the Myflery of the Incar- 
nation, i. e. again ft the dodtrine of our Re- 
ligion mod capable of bringing comfort, 
and the foundation of all Truth; for the 
Mefliah Is not a detached being; but in- 
finite, omnipreient, the Author of Life and 
Motion, and for whom all things vifible and 
invifible really fubfift. 

Let us, then, never feparate Jefus Chrift 
from any. of our adttons •, let them all be 
animated by him; for, without him, all 
things are defective. 

Otherwife, my brethren, the Myftery of 
the Incarnation would have been fuper- 
fluous. But it was impoflible that we could 
be faved by any other method than by the 
facrifice of a Man-God, who, at once Prielt 
.and Vidlim, offers and is offered. 

Ye are confcious of it, O facred altars ! 
on which is wrought every day that un- 

fpeakable 
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fpeakable miracle, ye who really poflefs the 
very perfon thSt was born in Bethlehem, 
and whofe birth we this day celebrate : he 
is under the form of bread, as before he ap- 
peared under the veil of flefh, but always 
really Man, always really God. 

It is matter of aftonifhment, that this 
great objed can be effaced from your hearts 
and underftandings, and that die mod tri- 
fling objeds fhould make you forget a God 
who- was made man for our falvation ; a 
God who continually dwells in the midft of 
us, to be our Mediator with his Father, and 
obtain our pardon. 

O boundlefs charity of my God, who 
haft loved us fo much as 'even to give thine 
own Son for our Interceffor, as cried St. 
Auguftine, in the lively tranfports of his 
gratitude, when will we return thee love for 
love? The leaft that we can do is to facri- 
fice ourfelves for him. If then we defire 
that he really live in us, let us, from hence- 
forth, ad only in him, with him, and by 
him. 

When, 
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When, O Lord, Ihali we enjoy this hap- 
pinefs i when Ihali we be entirely fepa rated 
, from ourfelves, fo as to be attached only to 
thee ! when Ihali we be transformed in thee, 
fo as to make only one and the fame of- 
fence ? 

This, O my God, was thy delire, as thou 
haft fo excellently Ihewn in the fublime pray- 
er which clofes thy Sermon after the fupper, 
and this day it is ours. Our foie wilh, our 
only defire is to be intimately and eternally 
united with thee. 

My brethren, do you not feel yourfelves 
inflamed with this love ? How powerfully 
would it influence our fouls, were we pro- 
perly acquainted with our own interefts, and 
perfectly convinced of the greatnefs of Di- 
vine Mercy. The Deity hath twice created 
us : for what but a fecond creation can we 
name, a myftery that draws us from the grave 
of fin to beftow upon us a life altogether 
divine ? In vain doth the philofophy of 
this age endeavour to deny original fin, in 
vain doth it attempt to throw doubts upon 
the great myftery which makes the objed of 

the 
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the prefent folemnity; every thing proclaims 
that we really*inherited the fin of our firft 
Father, and that the Son of God a&ually 
■came to expiate it. 

Till then we faw in our own hearts, and 
around us only the moil dreadful mifery, 
and we had no longer hope. But thou, O 
Lord, opened to us the Heavens, when the 
Earth was ready to fwallow us up, and as 
■we had not in ourfelves the power to go and 
feek thee, thou humbledft thyfelf to find 
us. Eternal thanks be given unto thee for 
it. Yes, my brethren, the Old Law gives 
place to the New, and not Fear but Love 
conftitutes the ruling palfion of the true 
Chriftian. O my God, how is it poffible 
not to love thee after all that thou haft done 
in our favour? What greater gift couldft 
thou beftow than thyfelf? Man muft be 
very ungrateful not to be penetrated by a 
blefling fo extraordinary : let us feek the 
caufe only of this infenfibility in ourfelves ; 
more affected with the good things of this 
.world than with that eternal happinefs 
which is kept in ftore for us, we live a life 

entirely 
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entirely earthly, and every thing that bears 
a relation to Religion, to it« myfteries, to 
its feftivals, to its folemnities, becomes to 
us a matter entirely indifferent. 

O incarnate Word ! thou light of our 
fouls, thou by whom the worlds were made, 
thou, our Hope, our Life, and our Salvation, 
vouchfafe to impart to us the fruits pur- 
chafed by thy affumption of our nature, if 
it be thy will that we fhould be animated 
with thy love ; thou alone canft fupply what 
is wanting to enable us to come unto thee. 
Only through thy mercy and all-powerful 
grace were the Saints well pleafing in thy 
fight, and rendered capable of profiting by 
the Myftery which on this day is celebrated 
by the whole Church. 

There is nothing, O Chriftian Hearers, 
that ought to fix our attention and our 
hearts equally with that Myftery, which, in- 
comprehenfible as it is, brings us near to the 
Divinity, fo as to make us partakers of his 
nature : Divine confortes nature. By the 
light which it diffufes over the minds of 
thofe who make it the objedt of their me- 
ditation, 
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Citation, we will fee that what has hitherto 
employed our attention is a mere illufion 
and chimera, and that we have been too 
long a prey to our paffions and appetites. 
Let Faith, therefore, be, from henceforth, 
our light and our guide ; then its candle, 
dark as it feems, will fet before our eyes the 
Myftery of the Incarnation, not as the fub- 
je& of our comprehenfion, bur as an object 
of our adoration, and convince us of its 
truth. 

May Heaven grant that the Incarnate 
Word from henceforth become our way, our 
life; our truth ; may he be born in our 
hearts, as he this day was born in Beth- 
lehem, to unite us with himfelf, and make 
us happy in time and in eternity. 

“ The world is hateful to me,” faid St. 
Bernard, “ without the fight of Jefus 
“ Chrift.” This ought to be the language 
of all Chriftians, the foie end of whofe ex- 
iftence here is, in their practice, to exprefs 
the image of their Redeemer. Jefus Chrift 
is our Light, our Peace, our Comfort, in one 
word, our Happinefs. This ought to be the 

Vol. IV. H continual 
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continual fubje<ft of meditation during your 
whole lives, and efpecially* at the time 
deftirted to honour the Nativity of our 
Lord. 

God of all mercy rend the deceitful veils 
"which prevent us from contemplating thet : 
caufe all nature, of which thou art the prin- 
ciple and the life, to fpeakto us only of thy- 
felfj and let all creatures be converted in- 
to fo many mirrors, rcfie&ing to our eyes 
the image of thy wifdom and goodnefs. 
Behold in us only the refcmblance of thy 
Divine Son, who this day was born to ex* 
piate our faults, and merit our pardon*— - 
Elevate our minds to the fan&uary where 
thou dwclleft, by difengaging them from all 
terreftrial objefts, to which we have been 
attached from the moment that we faw the 
light. 

If our birth refembles that of Jefus 
Chrift, by the weaknefs and humiliation by 
which both are accompanied, what a dif- 
ference if we dare to compare them in their 
principle and their effedt ! The one is defiled 
by the fpots of original fin j the other is 

pure 
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pare as Holinefs itfclf : the one brings with 
k only milery* and misfortune ; the other is 
the fource of the happinefs of mankind. 

As thefe great truths ought to be the food 
of our fouls, I exhort you to nourilh your- 
it Ives continually with them, that they may, 
become rooted in your nature, and transform 
you into him who came to fave us, and for 
'.shorn we ought always to breathe. 


H 
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Vtrbm taro faiium tji. 

And the word was made fleih. 

St. John, ch. i, v. 14. 

T HE ineffable, profound, and ever to 
be adored Myftery which Chriftians 
celebrate on this day as the moft auguft and 
folemn of all ceremonies, gives us, my dear 
Brethren, the higheft idea of the Supreme 
Being, by teaching us that the ways of God 
are incomprehenfible. In faft, what man 
is there who is not ftruck with aftonilhment 
at fight of the Incarnation ? Who is the 
mortal that dares to think of founding the 
profound abyfs? If we cannot determine’ 
in our own minds what the fun is, which is 
perilhable, it ought not to furprizeus to 
H 3 find 
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find that the Eternal God is* incomprehen- 
fible : a Being, who is not limited either by 
fpace or time, and who depends upon him- 
felf alone •, who, always immenfe and in- 
finite, has acquired nothing by the creation, 
of this world, and will not lofe any thing 
when it fha.ll be defhoyed. How lhall 1, 
then, O omniprcfent Goodnefs, fpeak this 
day of thy Word, wdiicli is as old as thou 
art, though proceeding from thee •, which 
is the character of thy fubftance, and the 
fplendour of thy glory ? 

0 my God, do thou filence my fenfes, 
and ftrike dumb my haughty and pre- 
fumptuous reafon ; exalt my heart even unto 
thyfelf, that I may be able to draw fome 
rays from the fulnefs of thy light, which 
may defeend upon my hearers, that they 
may know him whom thou haft fent, who is 
our Way, and our Truth, and our Life, and' 
whom we fhould look upon in this world as 
/>ur Light and our Support. 

1 a fk not, O Lord, for that kind of elo- 
quence which flatters the ears, and pleafes 

, the minds of men : the fubjed which ought 

^ * 
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to engroi's oyr preient attention, is of itfelf 
too great for human language to attempt. 
We dare not venture to fpeak of it from an 
apprehenfion that we lhall not find cxpreffi- 
on ; and, in making the attempt, we fufpect 
that our ideas mud be found unworthy of 
fo profound and fublime a niydcry. 

Thus then, my Brethren, I (hall pay no 
attention to words and phrafes, that I may 
tell you plainly the Incarnation is, at one 
and the fame time', the Humiliation of the 
Word, and the Exaltation of Man. Here 
then, O Chriftians, admire the infinite mer- 
cy of the Son of God, who fubjedted him- 
felf to the lowed debafement to exalt us ; 
who reduced himfelf to the mod terrible in- 
digence to enrich us, and who fubmitted to 
the harded flavery to procure our freedom. 
My thoughts are fo entirely abforbed in this 
fubjedf, that I remain tranfported and trans- 
fixed with adonifhment. We mud be able 
to open the bofom of God himfelf, the 
eternal fandtuary of the Divinity ; to ldre 
fight of ail ages and didances ; to fpread 
ourfelves abroad in this immenfity, and fur- 
H 4 '' vejr 
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vey this purely intellectual eternity which 
conftitutes the effence of the Supreme Being 
to form a juft conception of his greatnefs 
and perfections. We muft, in the next place, 
look back upon our ewn diminutive being, 
the miferies of our condition, the horrors 
of our nothingnefs, fo as to be fenfible of 
the contrail between us and a God, who of 
himfelf fills all fpace, and who has conde- 
feended to take upon him the figure and na- 
ture of a Have. 

Ye Heavens, if I inquire of you the na- 
ture of this Myftery, you will anfwer me 
that the Almighty who created you, who 
fuftained you upon the immenfe void, and 
who has ftretched you out like a mantle, is 
truly incomprehenfible in his works, in his 
aCtions, and in his ways. Ye Angels and 
Heavenly Spirits, who, form the court of 
the Eternal, if I might venture to alk you 
how the Almighty could afifume a body 
like unto our bodies, you proftrate your* 
h'-lves before him, you adore him, and 
teach me, by your example, that every crea- 
ture ought to be filent in the prefence of 

his 
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his Creator, and that the Birth of the Man- 
God is a myftery of faith, and not a fubjedb 
of vain curiofity. 

God Almighty cannot be greater by any 
degree of exaltation, but adds, in fome 
fenfe, to his glory by his humiliation. 
What an objedb for our admiration, to fee 
the Eternal himfelf under the veil of a mor- 
tal body, or in the appearance of earthly 
bread, reduce himfelf to a kind of anni- 
hilation! Then the whole faculties of my 
foul are as if they were not, and of my 
whole exiftence there remains nothing but 
an extatic admiration. 

But when I refledt that this unfpeakable 
prodigy was accomplilhed for my fake, my 
heart flames with the moll ardent love. 
For the Eternal Word, my Brethren, does 
not feem to lay afide his Divinity, but in a 
degree to render our nature divine. He 
comes to intermix his Eternity with the ftiort 
fpace of our duration \ to protradt our life 
beyond the exiftence of time : he comes to 
unite his Almighty power to our weaknefs, 
that we may become invincible •, he even 
H 5 defcends 
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defcends to us, that we may be exalted to 
him, and placed at the fountain of all light 
and of all treafures. 

This is fo true, that, before the Incar- 
nation, no mortal could penetrate into the 
Heavens, and that man, opprefied with a 
weight of forrows, had no other means of 
efcaping from them : but fcareely was the 
coming of the Mefiiah proclaimed, when 
the earth, which was covered with thorns- 
and brambles, becaufe of the fin of Adam, 
leaped for joy, and law a cloud of Patri- 
archs. and Prophets, both by their words 
and adtions, forctel the coming of theif- fo- 
Vereign Deliverer. 

So foon as he appeared, mankind be- 
held the greateft of all good things heaped 
upon them j the rivers of an Almighty and- 
miraculous grace pouring upon them from- 
all quarters i even the fplendour of Jefus 
Chrift became the fplendour of all true 
Chriftians. They were feen cloathed with 
the luftre of Juftice and Holinefs ; even in- 
the deepeft caverns ; even to the remote!! 
corners of the earth j even upon fcaffolds- 

the 
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the glory of the Incarnate Word was dis- 
played. It was for his fake they fuffered* 
for his fake they died, and, by this double 
facrifice, we are taught that we ought to fa- 
crifice ourfeives to the Man-God, to live as 
he lived, and at leaft defire to die as he 
died. We have not efcaped from the fla- 
very of Sin, but to be fubjefted to the will- 
of our Deliverer. He has not exalted us to 
the rank of being his friends, his brethren, 
and co-heirs,, but upon condition that what 
was wanting in his paffion, in us fhould be- 
fully accompliihed : Adimpleo ea qua defunt 
pafionum Chrljli , in cams mea. 

It is your memory, O inexplicable Myf- 
tery,. which the Church commemorates this 
day : it is to you that we owe the invalu- 
able happinefs of our deliverance and ex- 
altation : by your means we are no longer 
under a law of dread and terror, but under 
a law of love ; and through your divine 
love we have an almighty interceflbr- with- 
God, who is continually foliciting our con-.-, 
uerfion : through you we are become living, 
H. 6 taber- 



156 SECOMD DISCOURSE, &C. 
tabernacles, wherein Jefus Chrijt repofeth, 
and worketh great miracles in our favour. 

Grant, O Incarnate Word ! that in thefe 
days of Health and Benediction, our ado- 
rations may not be folely outward and tran- 
fitory, but, like unto the adoration of the 
Shepherds, and the Wife Men, may they 
fix the reign of Jefus Chrift for ever in 
our hearts, in whom we have life and fal- 
vation, and through whom alone we can 
plead any me(jt. So le it. 


pane- 
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ST. REPARATA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR. 

P ROFANE genealogies, ye who feed 
human pride ; chimerical nobility, that 
makes us forget the clay fftm which we 
were taken, and the original fin which de- 
filed our foul from the moment of our con- 
ception, you will not intrude into this place 
to tarnilh the eulogium which I confecrate 
to Truth. Nothing that bears a relation to 
terreftrial things ought to enter into the Pa- 
negyric of a perfonage entirely celeftial : the 
world has nothing in common with fan&ity. 
The Heroes of Chriftianity refemble not 
the great Men of the earth : the Ele<5t are 
born in the bofom of the Deity. There the 
Eternal himfelf fketched the great models 
which he is to offer to the earth, that we 
may imitate them j that he may form and 

prepare 
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prepare thofe fublime fouls that, from age to 
age, come to enlighten and edify the world ; 
and keep as a depofit, under the feal of 
Righteoufnefs and Mercy, the fountain of 
all Graces, the feed of all Virtues, in order 
to form, when requifite, Apoftles, Martyrs, 
Dodtors, Anchorets ; in a word, it is there, 
O Chriftian Hearers ! that he delighted to 
create St.Reparata your illuftrious Patronefs, 
and to make of her a vefl'el of honour and 
election. * 

Profane Hiflory hide thy head : thou who 
haft nothing to offer us but .inftances of 
falfe virtues t thou whofe Heroes, a thoy- 
fand times lefs deferving of praife than of 
pity, were prompted to their exploits only 
by a contemptible principle of pride, on- 
whom the Philofophers diffufed only an un- 
certain light proper to lead them aftray. 

Would we behold a light without clouds, 
and fee virtues without fictitious ornament, 
we muft turn our eyes to the Hiftory of the 
Church ; that hiftory whofe uninterrupted 
jjeries of actions the moft memorable, and- 
moft worthy of our imitation, refembles the 


i 
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continuity of thofe ferene days, which, in 
the moft fmiling feafon,. charm us with- their 
purity and luftre. 

Such were the excellent qualities, the 
fublime aftions of the illuftrious Reparata ! 
Always humbling herfelf below the world ; 
always rifing above the creatures ; always- 
deftitute of the riches of the world ; always 
abounding in the treafures of Heaven ? al- 
ways courageous in the rnidd of the greateft 
conflicts ; always vidtoriousf over her appe- 
tites, her paffions, and over tyrants ; fhe 
appeared rather an angel than a mortal be- 
ing : the had a body only to make it fpiri- 
tual ; a foul only to render it divine. 

O my God ! thou beheldeft this fpedtacle 
as the work of thy grace ; for thou direfteft 
the feet of thy fervants when they tread in 
the paths of Virtue : thou loofened their 
tongues when they blefs thy holy name j 
thou opened their hands when they diftri- - 
bute their alms ; thou filled their hearts 
with thyfelf when they are inflamed witii 
the ardors of Charity, and, without chang- 
ing countenance, deliver therjifelves up to 

execu- 
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executioners, and all the horror of tor- 
ments. 

But for me, who have no other merit 
than barely the delire of being able to imi- 
tate the Saints, how lhall I' dare to fpeak to 
you of a foul entirely Heavenly, who was 
always in communion with God, and who 
fighed during her whole life for the poffef- 
fion of him alone ? 

Yet, that I may not difappoint your ex- 
pectation, and in order to fecond your zeal 
on this folemn day on which we are affem- 
bled, I lhall Ihew that your illuftrious Pa- 
tronefs, after obtaining the molt diftinguilh- ' 
ed powers from Heaven, merits the greateft 
honours upon earth, and that, if we do not 
take care to imitate her virtues, they will 
ferve only to our condemnation. 

Holy Spirit ! I can neither begin nor 
finilh fuch a picture, if thou traced not the 
delign, if thou dolt not guide the hand and 
the pencil by which it is to be executed. 
The words of every Minilter of the Gofpel 
are "Only empty founds, unlefs rendered ef- 
fectual by thee ; and all human eloquence 
4 , only 



PANEGYRIC. I<>I 

only a barren multiplicity of words, if thou 
do not render them fruitful, and give them 
life. O thou who infpireft the Prophets, 
and who diredteft the tongue of Preachers, 
I put up to thee this petition in the name of 
the moft excellent of all creatures, in the 
name of Mary, whofe intercefilon is lb pow- 
erful with God. 

PART FIRST 

% 

RELIGION being really incompatible 
with every thing terreftrial and carnal, know- 
eth«no riches or grandeur but fuch as are 
purely fpiritual, and have God himfelf for 
their objedt. Hence comes it that Nature 
and Grace are always in oppofition, and the 
defires of Chriftians have no refemblance to 
thole of the worldly-minded. 

Reparata was a ftriking example of this 
truth : a ftranger to her family upon earth,. 
Ihe lived only to undeceive mankind, and 
to teach them that there is nothing defire* ' 
able, nothing great, nothing perfect, but 
the treafures of Grate. 

Were 
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Were it pofiible here tex call from the 
Dead the fouls of all thofe who were ac- 
quainted and. lived with her, they would be 
fo many witnefles teftifying to you that her 
fpirit was invariably attached to that of Re- 
ligion ; that her heart was always united to 
that of Jefus Chrift, and that her whole 
perfon, was the moft lively expreffion of Cha- 
rity : they would tell you, that fhe exifted 
only by that Virtue. 

Thus be not aftonilhed, if the earth was 
in her fight only a grain of fand driven at 
the pleafure of the winds •, if a world, en- 
tirely intelledtual and divine, was alone*’fuf- 
ficient to fatisfy the immenfity of her de- 
fires ; if her pity comprehended the whole 
human race, without excepting even an in- 
dividual. 

In vain were eftablifhments propofed, 
riches difplayed, and the glory of this world 
fet before her in all itsfplendor; nothing 
lefs than the Divinity could fix her attention : 
her eyes only beheld his providence ; her 
ears only heard his voice, and thus fhe, in 
the ftrongeft manner, reproaches us with our 
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unhappy indifference for the bleflings of 
Heaven : for alas, you know that almoft all 
our affc&ions are entirely carnal, and if we 
do occafionally invoke our Maker, it is for 
the moft part by rote, not from love. We 
remove from us, as far as poffible, that fu- 
preme Being, in whom we breathe, and by 
whom we exift, while we rufh with impetu- 
ofity on the objetts he has forbidden, while 
we make ourfelves as many Gods as there 
are creatures, and think not of the Creator. 

Why cannot I here difplay to you the in- 
fijiite riches of which that God is the dif- 
penfer, whom you thus call from your re- 
membrance ? Why cannot 1 lay before you 
thofe houndlefs confolations which he be- 
ftoweth on his Eleft, and Ihew you all the 
bleflings of which he is the fulnefs of the 
fpring j then would ye know that there is 
no happinefs but in being his faithful fer- 
vants. 

Man plunges from gulph to gulph, faith 
St. Auguftine, when he departeth from the 
true God 1 his light becometh darkhefs, his 

life 
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life an adtual death, his existence non-exif- 
tence. 

Of this your glorious Patronefs was fo 
fully convinced, that Ihe applied herfelf to 
give all who approached her a thorough; 
conviction of thole great truths. None 
could converfe with her without being edi- 
fied, without being infpired with a portion 
of her piety, and acknowledging that God 
was the true element of her underftanding, 
and of 1 er affedtions. 

O bleffed Saint, why art thou not ftilf 
alive, efpecially in this corrupted age, when 
God himfelf is looked upon only as an idelal 
Being. Thou wouldft reftore almoft extin- 
guifhed faith to new life,, and we Ihould fee 
the mod glorious ages of the church re- 
newed. Men would liften with eagernefs to 
thy voice,, and what efforts would they not 
make to imitate examples fo perfuafive as 
thine ! 

Yet, my Brethren, if you had faith, you 
*would look upon your glorious Patronefs as 
always living ; you would be convinced, 
that all thofe- Saints who pafs in fucceffion 

through 
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through this world in order to purify and 
inftruft it, are ever prefent before God, 
ever ready to fuccour you when they are in- 
voked with a humble and contrite heart. 

By their fuffrages the lightnings are flop- 
ped in their courfe, the thunders are extin- 
guifhed in the hands of the Almighty, our 
evils are mitigated, and there Hill remains 
a hope of returning fincerely to God. 

The honour which we pay to the Saints 
is not a barren Apotheofis like that of the 
Pagans. We are allured, on the teflimony 
of the Church, which cannot deceive us, that 
th<?k» interceflions open a fountain of mercies 
to all who have recourfe to them. And how 
fhould they not be powerful, how fhould 
they not be beneficent, who, deified in Jefus 
Cbrift himfelf, participate in a manner in- 
effable of his power and goodnefs ? He is a 
fruitful Vine, of which they are the branch- 
es, a Tree of Life, of which they are the 
boughs,, and from which they receive nou- 
rilhment and vigour. 

It is only in Jefus Chrift, therefore, that 
you are to confider your illuflaous Patro- 
■ - nels. 
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nefs, if you would defire to find her all 
powerful, and have recourfe to her mediation 
without derogating from his, who is by 
way of eminence our Redeemer. 

What a view to the eyes of faith is a 
boundlefs, eternal, infinite Being, uniting 
with his efifence the eledt in all ages, to 
make them live for ever with him a life en- 
tirely miraculous and divine, to ftiew them 
one day in the face of the whole earth, 
fluning with glory and majefty ! 

Then will you behold that Protedrefs 
herfelf whom this day you folemnly invoke, 
rife up againft you, if you do not ufe your 
urmoft endeavours to follow her virtues. 
But let us not, by forrowful reflexions, ob- 
feure the glory of fo great a day. Confi- 
dering the excellent qualities for which you 
are diftinguilhed, I am fond of perfuading 
myfelf that ye will render yourfelves worthy 
of the intercefiion of the blefied Reparata, 
and that the more you advance in age, the 
more you will labour to imitate her love for 
penance. 


There 



«• PANEGYRIC. 167 

There is no other method of imploring 
•with fuccefs thS fuccour of the Saints j for 
neither can they be glorified by the praifcs 
lavifhed upon them, nor by an eulogium 
fuch as this I now pronounce. An imitation 
of their virtues is the only Panegyric that 
can be agreeable to them otherwife they 
would refemble the great men of the earth, 
who are only defirous to gratify themfelves 
with a vain incenfe, without confidering 
how it is offered to them. If I do not here 
purfue the thread of theHiftory of the Saint 
whom we celebrate, it is from a dread of 
laying before you fads not fufficiently au- 
thenticated. Truth is never honoured by 
falfehood. Religion ftands neither in need 
of fictitious legends, nor of fuppofitions j 
and it is fufficient for your inftrudtion and 
edification to know, that your glorious Pa- 
tronels was fandtified by the fpirit of peni- 
tence and the love of God. 

The Divine Being made her heart a fanc- 
tuary for the reception of all his treafures ; 
And, from that moment, her foul was invigo- 
rated by a ftrength truly celeftial ; and full 

of 
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of heroic courage, lhe openly^defied the rage 
of the tyrants who endeavoured to corrupt 
her religion. 

God predeftinated her from all eternity tp 
ferve as a fpedtacle to angels and to men, 
by the greatnefs of her faith ; and in order 
to obey his decrees, in the tranfports of un- 
expreflible joy, and a love entirely divine, fhe 
is inflamed with a holy ardour to mingle her 
blood with that of Jefus Chrift, that lhe might 
reign eternally with him. Vanquished na- 
ture was aftonifhed at her courage, and had 
not time to complain and to fpeak. The 
body of our illuftrious Saint was perfdMy 
united with her foul, and, if I may ufe the 
cxpreffion, lamented its wanting the faculty 
of defiring the glory of Martyrdom. At 
laft lhe arrived at the place of her facrifice : 
lhe embraced the Scaffold on which lhe was 
to be offered ; lhe affectionately killed the 
fword that was to deprive her of life 5 now 
lhe received the fatal blow, and, while her 
body was ftretched upon the earth, her foul 
flew to Heaven, there to live for ever. — O 
bleffed Saint, united with the effence of 

Jefus 
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Jcfus Chrift, obtain for us from God, though 
wc be unworthy to fuffer, to gain the king- 
dom of Heaven by martyrdom ; at leaft, to 
make a facrifice of our appetites and paffi- 
ons, and to love penitence and its Holy au- 
sterities; obtain for us, by the affiftance of 
Jefus Chrift, the power to imitate thy zeal 
for Religion, thy charity towards our neigh- 
bours, and laftly, thy example in all things. 
We this day make a vow to that God who 
fees and hears us, to exert our utmoft endea- 
vours to refill the illulions of the evil fpi- 
rit ; and to fupport, with patience and re- 
signation, all the evils of this deceitful world. 


{The Second Part is waiting.'] 
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DISCOURSE 

PRONOUNCED IN THE YEAR 1741* 
AT THE 

GENERAL CHAPTER 

O F T H E 

BROTHER MINOR CONVENTUALS* 

* V THE 

REVEREND FATHER GANGANELLI, 

IN PRAISE OF BENEDICT XIV, WHO PRESIDED 
THERE. 

MOST HOLY FATHER* 

W HEN I refledt upon the fovereign 
dignity with which you are in- 
vefted * the worthy adtions with which you 
are furrounded ; the multitude of kindneffes 
which you are inceflantly bellowing * and 
laftly the glory which you enjoy, Which 
fhines with greater luftre than your diadem, 
I 2 and 
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and which cannot fail to aflure you of im- 
mortality ; I confefs that I Tiave not cou- 
rage to utter a Angle fy liable, and would 
.wilh much. more to have my heart impreffed 
with whatever fuch great objects are capa- 
ble of infpiring, than attempt to difplay in 
what manner I am affected. 

My fears ftill increafe when I confider 
that whatever I can fay will very foon be- 
come public in a city, which it is very dif- 
ficult to pleafe, and which having feen true 
eloquence born and perfected in her bofom, 
if I may ufe the expreffion, will look with 
difdain upon a panegyric which iffues f/em 
the obfeurity of a cloifier, and will be 
thought ftill more indifferent becaufe it 
cannot keep pace with the very high opi- 
nion which Ihe entertains of the greateft of 
all Pontiffs. 

I cannot conceive how it has happened 
that I fliould be feledted upon this occafion, 
when • fo many celebrated perfonages of the 
different Religious Orders have employed 
the moft elevated thoughts, as well as the 
richeft . exprellions, and with the greateft 
a . ' luccefs. 
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iuccefs, moll jloly Father, to declare to 
you all their love, and all their admiration 1 
Befides, I do not expedt to flop the fun’s 
courfe : and although I was intimidated up- 
on recollecting the difficulties which I ex- 
perienced on a former occafion, when I was 
obliged to offer public homage to a Prince 
of the Church *, I could not decline the 
delire of my Superior General, who has 
thought proper to employ me to acknow- . 
ledge an infinite number of kindnefles, 
which the immortal Benedidt Xiy. has been 
pleafed to confer upon him and his Order, 
pfi? lively gratitude could not be reftrained, 
but mult Ihine forth in expreffions of thanks, 
and the only thing for which he deferves to 
be blamed, is, his having chofen a man who 
is fiill covered with the dull of the fchools, 
to be his interpreter, and who has neither 
the pradtice nor abilities which are requifite 
for fpeaking in the prefence of fovereiga 
Pontiffs. 

* Ganganelli fpeaks of the Panegyric of CVdinal 
Stamp a, which he pronounced at Milan feme years 
before, 

I 3 But 
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Bat it is the duty of a Friar to obey, and, 
rather than fail to give a proof of my obe- 
dience, I aiuft expofe myfelf to become an 
object of cenfure to thofe men, who, as 
Cicero fays, fet themfelves up as Critics in 
the midjft of company and in gay ftftivals. 

But let us lay afide all thoughts of fear, 
and, animated with the frgitfulnefs of tha 
fubjed:, think only of the honour and fatis- 
fa&ion of celebrating the greatnefe, the learn- 
ing, the prudence, the generolity and ge- 
nius of the great Pontiff*, who condefcends 
this day to unite with us as one of ourfelves. 

if I cannot introduce into this encomi&nh 
all the dignity which the fubjcCt deferves, J 
will at leaft employ all my power to prove 
the delire I have to render it luch as it ought 
to be : but as I cannot depart from the li- 
mits which are preferibed to me, I fnail 
much kfs attempt, O Moll Holy Father, 
to extol the very great reputation which you 
'have acquired, both by your immortal Works 
Vritten in the fervice of the Church, and 
your fame in the republic of Letters, than 
to recoiled; thofe benefits with which you 

have 
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have fo frequently and fo nobly enriched us, 
and which you have this day completed, by 
condefcending to prefide at a general aflem* 
bly of our Order, with a love and zeal 
which is truly paternal. 

If, as Xenophon fays, we ought not to 
eftimate a benefit by what it is only in itfelf, 
but by the dignity of the perfon who beftows 
it, it is my duty, in a very particular man* 
ner, to attend to this important abjedt. 

May Heaven grant that thisDifcourfe may 
correfpond with the ideas we have of the 
eminent virtue and cxtenfive liberalities of 
t&® immortal Lambertini, and the full ex- 
tent of our gratitude ! Every time I reflect 
upon the ancient fplendour of the Religious' 
Congregations, which neither the fucceffioa 
of ages, nor the revolution of times have 
been able to deprive of their luftrCj I have 
raifed my thoughts even to the Supreme Be- 
ing, as the fountain from whence this glori- 
ous prerogative has flowed. It is upon him ” 
alone that I can caft my eye, when' I refled? 
upon the honour which the Order, of St. 
Francis has acquired, by producing, a Pa- 

tivinus. 
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tavious, whofe extraordinary merit, the de- 
cay of human affairs has neither been able 
to change, nor put out of date •, — by bring- 
ing to light a Bonaventura, whofe extraor- 
dinary gentlenefs corrcfponded with his won- 
derful eloquence, and who, by his profound 
and extenfive knowledge, deferved to be 
called The Seraphic Teacher-, — by training 
a Sextus Quintus, whofe memory will re- 
main to the lateft pofferity, as that of » 
prince, who was capable of governing the 
whole world with fteadinefs and prudence, — • 
and laftly, by peopling different kingdoms 
and Bates with multitudes of illuftrious pw- 
lbnages, equally valuable for their learning 
and fagacity. But above all, and what we 
efteem the higheft honour that could be done 
to our Order, O Mold Holy Father, is, the 
zeal with which you have condefcended to 
come and prefide at this Affembly, and to 
exprefs yourfelf to us in words which de- 
ferve to be written in letters of gold ; that 
rtotwithfianding the bufinefs and embarraffments ' 
with which a Sovereign Pontiff is confiantly op~ 
preffed, you have yielded to our defires, that 

you 
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you might he engaged in attending to our in- 
ter efts > and in procuring cur tranquility. 

There can be no better proof of kindnels 
than when the affedtion of a prince makes- 
him feek opportunities of beftowing hi$ 
bounties *, — then the fubjedts, penetrated 
with gratitude for what has been done, are 
encouraged to hope in future. 

It is in this manner, O Moft Holy Fa- 
ther, that you have diftinguifhed yourfelf 
with regard to our Order, and the more re- 
markably, that you have torn yourfelf away 
from moft important bufinefs that you might 
yie^l to our entreaties. 

You were fcarcely acknowledged Sove- 
reign Pontiff, when you teftified a defire of 
prefiding in our Affembly, and, notwith- 
ftanding your folicitude to attend us, you 
condefcended to fubmit to our delays, and, 
without hurrying us, have preferved your ; 
kind purpofes in our favour. A remarka- 
ble inftance of goodnefs, of which we are 
truly fenfible, and never can forget ! . * 

What fhall I not fay upon this occafion, 
of the kind attention with which you have 
I 5 


even 
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even prevented our defires, by entering into 
our affairs with as much zeal a*s if they were 
your own, and in preferring our Order to 
all: the other Chapters, that you might ho- 
nour our Aliembly with your auguft pre- 
fence. What renders this inftancc of your 
goodnefs ftill more dcferving of our grateful 
attention, is, your having made your ap- 
pearance with all the lultre of Pontifical Ma- 
jcfty, and moft unexampled kindnefs. In 
fine, to embrace us in your paternal arms, 
and to make us rejoice in your prefence, you 
have eonfented to put off bufinefs of the 
greateft importance, and to bellow upot^ms 
part of your time which is fo precious. 

What a fubjetfl for triumph to the Order 
of' St. Francis, the having the felicity of fee- 
ing in her bofom, in the qualities of Spec- 
tator, Prefident, and Father, a Sovereign 
Pontiff^ who, by the noblenefs of his an- 
ceftry, fome of whom have their names in- 
ferted' in the Catalogue of Saints, but more 
particularly by his own merits, adds a new 
luftrc to the-.fplendor of the Tiara ! 


2 


How 
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How fliall I enumerate his virtues ? his 
nights fpent «in ftudy ; his apoftolical la* 
hours ; his admirable compofuions ? Even 
at the time when Lambertini took his de- 
grees, there was no ftudent to be found who 
could be compared with him, he was lb 
greatly fuperior to all his cotempories, lb 
much did his genius tower above all others. 

By this means it was, O Moft Holy Fa- 
ther, that you merited the efteem-of de- 
ment XI, who was perfectly capable of dif- 
tinguilhing worth and abilities, and knew 
how to put a juft value upon yours, and to 
itfhom yon have given an eternal evidence of 
your gratitude, by dedicating to him one of 
your immortal compofitions. All the world . 
knows how that Holy Pontiff, Benedict XIII. 
loved you, and the honour which he conferred 
upon the Sacred College, as well as upon 
himfelf, when he cloathed you with the Ro- 
man Purple. It was a time when Religion 
congratulated herfelf on finding in you fo ex- 
cellent a model, Science a mafter, Learning 
a judge, Bologna a citizen and prote&or, 
Aod, in one word, the world a prodigy. 

1 6 From 
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From whence it is, that the eminent fitu- 
atibn to which you have arrived has not been 
afcribed to the caprice of fortune, but to the 
fublime and Angular qualities which ren- 
dered you deferving, and made you to be 
compared with the Sun, whofe beneficence 
equals his brightnefs. 

You, Moll Holy Father, make amends 
to the whole world for the fad misfortune 
which it experiences by feeing men, who 
are-both weak and vicious, rifing every day 
to the higheft dignities ; men who may be 
compared to thole vapours which are ex- 
haled by the heat of the Sun, that producg 
nothing but obfcurity, and of whom Boetius 
aid, that they do nothing but cover the 
eminent ranks which they attain, with dif- 
honour. Would to Heaven that men were 
fought after for honours, and not honours 
for men ! 

But after having (lightly hinted at the fur- 
prizing qualities which have placed you 
upon the Pontifical throne, I hope I maybe 
ajloytcd, . Mod: Holy Father, to repeat with 
what joy and fatisfa&ion that great event 

was 
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Was received in this city, and, indeed, in the 
whole Church. 

I recoiled: that happy and ever memo- 
rable day when we heard of your promo- 
tion ; a general expreflion of joy overfpread 
every countenance, and every man’s eyes 
plainly declared what pallid in their hearts. 
That univerfal gladnefe which could no 
longer be reftraincd, burfting forth from all 
quarters, endeavoured to fhew that there 
never could be an opportunity more favour- 
able for its being difplayed. Then it was. 
that the name of Lambertini, 'flying front 
jpouth to mouth, excited the moft happy 
fenfations, and that we could not perceive 
night fucceeding the day, fo fplendid and 
numerous were the illuminations which pub- 
lic joy had lighted up on the occafion. 

What emotions, what a pidture to fee the 
innumerable multitude of fpedators, whoi 
ran in crouds to fee the moft venerable and 
moft beloved of all Pontiffs confecrated ! 
We then faw the houfes ready to fall to thy; 
ground with the weight of the fwarrris of 
people, who flocked even to the very roofs. 

There 
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There was not the leaft fpace left unoccupied, 
even fome that were infecure, tottering and 
leaning over, were covered with people, 
who expofed themfelves to the hazard of 
falling and being crulhed in pieces. The 
whole ftreets were filled, even the Vatican 
was too fmall, and very few could have fa- 
tisfied their curiofity if it had not been for 
the laborious efforts of the guards, who 
were every moment like to be buried under 
the feet of the immenfe croud, whom they 
endeavoured to reftrain. 

No age was exempted from a defire of 
witndfing fuch an uncommon triumph. Th$ 
children threw themfelves headlong into the 
crowd, that they might be the firlt to ob- 
ferve you, the young people to point you 
out, the aged to admire you, ftrangers to 
know you, and even the fick, difobedient 
to the orders of the phyficians, dragged 
themfelves along as if they had been cer- 
tain that, by fecuring a fight of you, their 
faiths would have been reftored. Some 
were heard loudly to declare, that, finec they 
,hfcd feen you, they had lived long enough ; 

and 
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a/id others, that it was from that moment 
they had a dffire to live. 

The joy of the people, like violent flames, 
but irregular in their motions and undulati- 
ons, feemedfometim.es to relaxthatthey might 
burft forth again with double luftre ; and if 
they debited at intervals in theirexpreflionsof 
applaufe, it was becaufe they were defirous 
to render their plaudits worthy of the merits 
of Benedid XIV. Mothers congratulated 
themfclves on their fruitfulnefs, on feeing 
witli joy under what fort of a Prince and 
Father thofe men and citizens, whom they 
^ould bring into the world, were to live. 

Rome, thou didll: view this grand fpeda- 
cle from the fummit of thy lofty hills, and 
feemed to exalt thyfelf Hill more from the 
joy with which thou wall tranfported, than 
by the immenfe prerogative of being the Me- 
tropolis of the whole world. Thou didft 
exped, in that moment of joy and peace, to 
recover what thou hadtl been deprived of 
in preceding ages by the contentions of the 
Great ; and forefaweft, from that time, that 
Concord, which frequently changes, would 

become 



I&4- A discourse. 
become fixed ; and though different nations 
and dates would not confcnt to tftknowledge 
that they arc the centre of true. Religion, 
they might at lead unite to blefs and admire 
her new Chief. 

It is but juft that the Pontifical dignity, 
which neither procured you a diflin&ion to 
which 'high birth is intitled, nor the quali- 
ties of the heart, nor the advantages of ge- 
nius, nor the reputation which you enjoyed 
in the Republic of Letters, nor all the emi- 
nent virtues which you poffefs, fhould pro- 
cure for you fuch honours, and that your 
elevation became a period of joy and glacl- 
nefs to the whole univerfe. 

There was no rank could fuit you but that 
of Sovereign Pontiff ; you would have been 
improperly placed in any other, and you 
now give us a moft authentic proof, Moft 
Holy Father, by deigning to defeend to 
meet us with fo much goodnefs. It is a fa- 
vour of which every province, every king- 
dom, nay, the whole world, would be vain; 
and it is an aft of condefcenfion which, 
at the fame time that it diftinguifhes our Or- 
der 
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dcr with the greateft luftre, gives an addi- 
tional fplendor to your exalted virtues. 

What a glorious period for us ! What a 
lively and lading joy will it not occafion ! 
Moft Holy Father you could not but be 
fcnfible of this, when our deputies from 
France, Spain, Poland, Germany, and in- 
deed from every country in the world, had 
the happinefs to be prefented to you. It 
might have been faid that whatever was 
around them, even things inanimate, par- 
took of their happinefs : then it was that 
every one of them exclaimed, “ O happy 
‘journey ! how are we not recompenfed for 
“ all our troubles and fatigue ! what favours 
“ have we not witnefied ! what noble things : 
“ are provided for us ! what wonders lhall we 
“ have to relate to our fellow citizens !”— 
When we return home to our own country, 
how great will be the crouds and how filent 
the audience, when we fhall fay to them, 
“ Yes, we have feen him, that excellent 
“ man, that beloved Pope ! and we have^ 
“ had the happinefs to view him as our 
‘‘ Prefldent and as our Father.” 


O Holy 
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O Holy Order of St. Francis, if you can, 
learn to value fo great a kindnefs ! 

It is with much fatisfa&ion that you love 
to recoiled the number of illuftrious Pon- 
tiffs who have prefided at your aflemblies ; 
the number of Kings likewife who have ho- 
noured you with their auguft prefence, for 
the Order was but newly inftituted, when 
Gregory IX. of the ancient and illuftrious 
family of Conti, prefided fuccdfively at the 
election of four Generals ; Innocent IV. at 
the aflemblies. which were held at Genoa and 
Avignon ; Alexander IV. afiifted at that 
affembly where St. Bonaventura was elected 
General, that eminent Perfonage who was 
equally ufeful to the Church and the Order 
of St. Francis. 

You cannot forget that crouded General 
Chapter at Rieti, where Nicholas IV. feve* 
ral Cardinals, Charles II. King of Sicily, 
and Queen Mary, were defirous of attend- 
ing : nor the aflembly of Anagni, where 
lloniface VIII. difplayed his regard for the 
Order, and when, according to his defire, 

the 
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the Cardinal Minius of Pifa, was chofen 
General. 

You muft be pleafed at recolle&ing the 
General Chapter which was held at Mantua, 
when Martin V. a Prince defeended from 
the family of Colonna, prefided 5 and the 
election of a General at Barcelona, where 
Peter King of Arragon affifted. 

Laftly you may boaft of having King 
Rupert with Queen Sencia as fpeftators of. 
your aflemblies in Naples ; and that Ni- 
cholas V, the Mccasnas of the age ; Sextus 
VI. who was one of your own children ; 
a&d. Benedidl XIII. of the illuftrious Order 
of Dominicans, prefided at your general 
Chapters. 

But notwithftanding all the glorious ad- 
vantages which render your Order immor- 
tal, that of holding Benedict XIV. this day 
in, your bofom, is infinitely the molt valu- 
able, becaufe he has condefcended to invite 
himfelf to this Afiembly, and to declare, 
with his own mouth, that he ardently defiredf 
itj on purpofe to give us all the confolation 

ar.d 
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and afliftance, of which we could have any 

occafiotl. 

If princes, on account of their diftin- 
guiftied rank, can find no retreat nor efcape 
the public attention ; even in every place 
where they' flop, or in the moft remote parts 
of their palaces, they are expofed to all 
eyes ; if on the elevation of a Pope, fome 
are tormented with the apprehenfion of 
lofing their employments ; or that they fhall 
not procure one ; and if others entertain a 
firm perfuafion that they fhall either preferve 
or acquire fomething •, or Jaftly, if a fociety 
of any kind is expofed either to praife •of 
cenfure, according as the Sovereign happens 
to be pleafed or dii'plcafed with them, what 
regard, Moft Holy Father, ought not the 
favour which you have this day conferred, 
to reflcdt upon us, by your appearing among 
us, and by the emimnt kindnefies with 
which we have been difiinguifhed ! 

So far is your ancient and fteady friend- 
fhip for us from being changed or extin- 
guifhed by your new and elevated dignity', 
that on the contrary it has been difplayed 

more 
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fnore than ever, and in a manner fo fuperior 
to our thouglfts, that we could riot prefume 
to flatter ourfelves with fuch hopes. 

The grateful acknowledgements, which 
we owe to you did not begin only at he pe- 
riod when we experienced your kindnefs, 
but at the very inftant of your promifing 
them, for from that moment we knew that 
they were certain. Thus this Order, by 
whofe delire I now addrefs you, date the 
kindnefs which you have this day bellowed 
upon us, on that happy day when you con- 
defcended to allure us that you vvould in- 
dulge us with fuch a favour. 

What a favour! our affairs fettled, our 
children comforted, and our glory more 
fplendid than at any other period j the pre- 
fence of Lambertini, who defervcs the ef- 
teem and attachment of all good people ! 
What more could we poflibly defire ? 

But what mod delights us is, themodera- 
ration with which you condelcena to prefide 
oyer us, being fatisfied with pointing put t-p 
ps the perfon whom you wifl> we Ihould 

eledt 
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eleft to be our General, without laying oui 

inclinations under any reftraint. 

Likewife as your views comprehend not 
only the prefent, but the time to Come, and 
the defires of a Pontiff, whofe foie wrffi 
is to do good, and who loves only the truth, 
are orders which compel us to comply, we 
have not hefitated to regulate our choice by 
the recommendation of your Holinefs ; and 
the rather, as the kindnefs which you have 
expreffed for us, is a continuation of that 
friendly zeal with which your iHuftrious fa- 
mily has honoured us from the beginning 
of our inftitution. , • 

I fpeak here of faffs which are recorded 
in the moft folemn and authentic manner, 
the proof of which may be feen upon a 
ftone, vhich was engraved in the time of 
St. Francis himfclf, whereon it is atteftedf 
that the plague having made fuch dreadfbl 
ravages in the city of Bologna, that the 
whole family of Lambertini were carried off ' 
except one Angle fhoot, whom they owed 
to the powerful prayers of our glorious \ 
Founder. 

A va- 
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A valuable monument which I admired 
at the time of* my making profeffion at Bo- 
logna, and which I ordered to be brought 
to this city, as if I had had a foreknow- 
ledge that I fhould haveoccafion to mention 
it on the prefent conjuncture. A precious 
epoch, which we fhall never forget, and 
which fecuring the prefervation of your il- 
Iuftrious Houfe by the prayers of Francis 
d’Affifa, has procured for us in the revoluti- 
on of time, the molt learned of all Pontiffs, 
and the moll zealous in favour of our Or- 
der. 

Pardon me, Moft Holy Father, if this 
difcourfe does not correfpond with the luftre 
of your virtues, nor the immenlity of your 
beneficence v but, who amongft the moll fub- 
lime and eloquent of Orators, could praife 
you equal to your merits ? 

Notwithftanding the barrennefs of my 
imagination, I fhall perfuade myfelf that I 
have fulfilled my intention if 1 have fpoken 
in fuch a manner as to prove agreeable tq 
your Holinefs. But what is of much great- 
er importance to us than the honour of 

having 
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having compofed an excellent difeourfe, is 
to wilh, Mod; Holy Father, \hat you may 
continue to live as long as we defire, which 
cannot fail to happen if the number of your 
years Ihould equal the number of your vir- 
tues. The Church, the city of Rome, and 
I dare fay, our Order, will enjoy thegreateft 
happinefs. 

Pleafe to accept our grateful acknow- 
ledgements for all your kindnefs to us, 
which we lhall ever retain a fenfe of, and 
which will remain more deeply imprefied 
upon our hearts, than if it were engraved 
upon a monument of brafs. “ It is no ]pCs 
“ honourable,” fays Plutarch *, “ for a 
“ a King, than for an Individual, to accept 
“ of fmall gifts, than to bellow great pre» 
* l'cnts.” 

• Non enim eft minu sregium atque adeo humanum 
parvula accipere, quam magna largiri. 


A D1S- 
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CLEMENT XIV. 

AT THE 

•CHAPTER OF THE F. F. MINOR CONVENTUALS 

VsEMllLEP FOI THi EL1CT10N OT A CEVZRUf 

iSth may, 177 *. 


I T is afiuredly, with the greatefi fatisfac- 
tion, that we this day find ourfelves in 
the midft of you our dear children : your 
yfrefence recalls to us the plealing remem- 
brance of that peaceful retirement we en- 
joyed amongft you from our earlieft youth ; 
of thofe happy days, when no avocations 
prevented us from frequenting with you the 
fanftuary of the living God, and with you 
Vol.IV. K — ii- 5 — 
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walking in the fteps of your pious founder. 
Whenever the former union 'which reigned 
among us occurs to our thoughts, we feel 
the revivifcence of that tender friendffiip 
which we have always entertained for you. 
— Doubt not then, that the fight of you 
fills us with unfpeakable joy ; efpecially at 
this moment, when we fee you afTembled in 
the name of the Holy Spirit, and employed 
in a bufinefs of the greateft importance to 
your Order, for which we entertain an un- 
common regard. 

In fad, you are now to choofe from your 
own number a man, who, by the univerfid- 
lity of his virtues, may be a model to your 
whole body, and who may be able to keep 
its members fteady in the mod: laudable 
practices, always conformably to the wif- 
dom of your rules : an ad of the utmoft 
moment, the whole difficulty of which we 
comprehend, and for which, confequently, 
all poflible attention, difintereftednefs, and 
-difeernment, are requifite; but we are freed 
from all apprehenfions by our knowledge of 
your difpofitioQ for the good of your Order ; 

an l 
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and the wifdom which has dir c< 51 ; ed you in 
former elections, gives us a favourable omen 
of the attention you will pay to the prefent : 
in a word, our knowledge of the virtue of 
each individual, fills us with the firmed: per- 
l'uafion ; for the eyes of the virtuous are the 
mod fure and infallible difeerners of the 
mod: worthy. United by the bonds of cha- 
rity, they join to the merit of diinking mo- 
deftly of themfelves, and a freedom' from 
prefumption, the talent of perceiving with- 
out difficulty the merit of others. Thus 
neither private intereft, nor prejudice, nor 
pafty fpirit, nor any other caufe, can warp 
you from your true glory, nor from your 
moft important good. 

You think juftly, that, to provide for the 
general welfare, is labouring for the partici - 
lars that your Order will be happy and 
ilouri filing, only while piety and learning 
are there in full vigour; and that it will 
attain to that fublime degree of virtue only,' 
when it has found a head adorned with in- 
tegrity, fcience, firmnefs and piety. Only 
that man is defiined to lead others to every 
K 2 fpe- 
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fpecies of virtue who lias^ hrft pra&ifecl 
ivhat he requires of them *, who has given 
manifeft proofs of obedience and humility 3 
who to prudence joins fimplicity, to fc verity 
mildnefs, to Religion and piety a tender and 
compalfionate charity ; who, according to 
the circumHanGes, can reprove and entreat, 
encourage and inftrud: ; in a word, who 
has the gift of exciting and foftering fer- 
vent devotion, and of transfufing into the 
children the fpirit which animated their il- 
juftrious father. We are net infenfibk, that 
for a man to unite fo many and lb excellent 
qualities in his own perfon, is fcmciftmg 
great and extraordinary ; but of this your 
Order can furnifli remarkable examples-. 
Not to (peak of thofe who-, in former times, 
were sx the head of your Order, and de- 
ferred every prai-fc •, he who till this moment 
was cloathed with this important office, and 
.whom we fee here prefen t, has acquitted 
himfelf in fuch a manner as to fccure our 
perpetual efteem and good will. 

Such are the patterns of the new General 
Urhpm you are about to eledl. Cloathed with 

their 
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their dignity,, let him be the reprefentative 
of their merit ;* let him continually propole 
to himfelf let him have inceflantl.y before 
his eyes the actions and the counfels of your 
firft founder, as the luminous torch which 
is to guide him in his-courfei but, above all,, 
let him feck, and implore the a Alliance of 
Heaven ; let him add refs himfelf to the Gi- 
ver of Holinefs and of all Virtue •, to God, 
whole Minifter and Servant he is defigned to> 
he j let him put himfelf under the protec- 
tion of that Being, who grants to all tholir 
that put their foie trull in him, grace with- 
out meafure to execute what he requires. 

Yes, our dear children,, believe that the 
man, whom you know capable of all this, 
is the perfon pointed out to you by the 
Lord, and whom it is his pleafure you 
Ihould cleft. Shew that you have no other 
thoughts, no other inclinations, than thofe 
infpired by the Holy Gholl, whofe delcenfc 
upon the ApolUes at this moment, fo hap- 
pily employs the attention of the whole^ 
Church *. 

This Difcaurfe was delivered on Whitfun-eve* 

K 3 la 
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In giving your fu fir ages, liften only to bis 
motions and dictates : grant us this confo* 
lation ; and by fo inconteftable a proof of 
virtue, increafe in us the good opinion which 
we have conceived, and the Angular affec- 
tion we bear to you. 

Of however long ftanding that affedion 
may be, we feel it re-kindle with encreafing 
ardor, and take new root in our hearts : but 
what ftill ftrengthens it is, the eafe with 
which we can add new luftre, and be ufeful 
to your Order, fince, notwithftanding our 
unworthinefs, we have been raifed to St. Pe- 
ter’s Chair. f , 

Shew us then, by the choice you are now 
to make, that our paternal affedion and 
tendernefs can no where be better placed : 
this fatisfadion we expect from your filial 
zeal. In recompence we promife, that your 
General fhall find in our protection, and 
that of the Holy See, all the afliftance ne- 
ceffary for promoting the fplendour of your 
prder, and to make piety and learning flou- 
rilh among you. 
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FOR THE 

UNIVERSAL JUBILEE, 

WHICH WAS OHANTBD AT THE ACCESSION OF 

CLEMENT XIV 

TO THI PONTIFICATE. 

CLEMENT XIV. 

TO ALL THE FAITHFUL IN JESUS CHRIST, 
TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, 
HEALTH AND APOSTOLICAL BENEDICTION, 

S EEING that we have been exalted by an 
impenetrable decree of the wifdom and 
goodncfs of God, and that without any 
merit on our part, to the eminent rank of» 
the Apoftlefhip, we moft gratefully ac- 
knowledge the greatnefs of his benefits, 

' K 4 and. 
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and, at the fame time, are intimidated with 
a dread of his judgements. ’ 

Every time that we feriovifly reflect upon, 
the importance of the charge which has been 
entrufted to us, we ate terrified at the 
thoughts of the heavy load which has been 
laid upon our ihoulders, and alarmed at the 
knowledge of our inluffiuency •, our heart 
cannot withftand the fighs which incefiantly 
efcape frqm us, nor our eyes the torrents of 
tears with which they cohtinue to flow ; we 
tfemble every inftant, and were it not for 
the confidence we have in his help, who 
has impofed upon us this formidable bijr- 
den,, we lhould lofe all courage. This it is 
which has made us have recourfe to the ar- 
dent vows of all the Faithful in the Chriftian 
World, ta their public and moll fervent 
prayers, their failings, their alms-givings* 
and all other their good works, to lupplicate 
the Divine Mercy, that he may be graci- 
oufly pleaied to confirm in us what he hath 
already begun, to fill our hearts with th$ 
-knowledge of his blefied will, to fiaed upon 
usthe fpirit of vviffiom and underftanding, 

learning 
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learning and piety, prudence and fortitude,, 
that we may be enabled, amidft the innume- 
rable duties of our adminiftration, to choofe 
always that which is bell:,, and to execute in. 
the fight of God whatever good things he' 
hath ordained. Let us then unite together in* 
our prayers to the Almighty Father, that he 
may bepleafed to watch over the vine which : 
he has chofen and planted,, and to fupport' 
thofe people who walk, faithfully in the way 
of his Commandments, in this ffrange land, 
b^. the gifts of his grace, and guide them 
pvofperoufly to the eternal happincfs which 
lftihas promifed. 

To obtain thefe favovtrs more fuccefsfully, 
we have refolved, according to the ancient' 
practice of the Sovereign Pontiffs, our pre- 
deceffors, to open the treafures of Divine 
Grace, that we may draw down the Hea- 
venly Benediction upon us at the beginning;, 
of our Pontificate. 

Wherefore, trailing in the mercy of Al- 
mighty God, and in the influence of the 
bieffed Apoftles, Peter and Paul, and in 
virtue of the fovereign power of binding and 
K 5 loofing 
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loofing which, notwithftanding our unwor- 
thinels, we have received from the Moft 
High, we hereby grant, by thefe prefents,. 
as has been the cuftom to grant in the year 
of Jubilee to thofe who lhall vifit certain 
Churches in Rome or out of Rome, a ple- 
nary indulgence and remiffion of all their 
fins, to all faithful Chriftians of either fex, 
in whatever part of the world they happen to- 
be, who fhall, in the fpace of fifteen follow- 
ing days, or two weeks, reckoning from the- 
time appointed by the Hilltops, their Vicars,. 

or Curates, &c .. 

\What follows is the fet form Pf 

. May the Apoftles, St. Peter and St. Paul,, 
Upon whofe power and authority we depend’,, 
intercede for you with the Lord. May the 
Almighty and molt Merciful God himfelf 
grant you abfolution and remiflion of all 
your fins, time to become fincerely peni- 
tent, hearts continually repenting ; that you 
may lead an irreproachable life, obtain the 
grace and confolation of the Holy Ghoft 1 , 
and a conftant perfeverance in good works ; 
j in 
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in virtue of whofe mercy and clemency we 
give you, with all poffible affedtion, our 
Apoftolical Benedidtion. 

We likewife will that in all places, &c» 


Given at Rome, St. Marie Major, under the Fifher* 
man’s Ring, the i zth December, 1769, andth* 
Firfl; Year of our Pontificate. 
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OR THE 

PRIVATE LIFE. 

O F 

POPE CLEMENT XIV. 

SUPPLIED* BY A FR1A/R OF HIS ORDER.. 

C LEMENT XIV, after his ele&ion, 
refided for fifteen days in the palace 
of the Vatican, at the end of which time He 
removed to Monte Cavalhx 

There, having found his chamber and hia 
bed furnilhed with crimfon damaik, he or- 
dered it to be removed, obferving that the 
bare walls were fufficient for a plain Monk i 
and, though Sovereign Pontiff, he did not 
difdain to : erform the meaneft offices about 
his own perfon, through unwillingnefs to in* 
commode any of his attendants. 


His 
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His breakfaft confifted of a very fmalt 
dilb of chocolate, before and after which 
he drank a glafs of water, 

When he went firlt to Monte Cavallo he 
commonly eat for his breakfaft a dilh of 
broth, but, when he underftood that it was 
made with a fowl which coft twenty-five 
laiocs, he ordered that expence to be dif- 
continued, thinking it fuperfluous, and that 
it would be better to give the money to the 
Poor, as a draught of pure water would 
ferve him juft as well. 

In his dinner he was extremely frugal, 
allowing himfelf a boiled fowl, of which 
he- did not eat above two ounces, and that 
always of the leaneft and moft infipid part. 
His foups were commonly made with dough 
of rice, feldom with herbs : at dinner he 
fwallawed two frelh eggs, as was his cuftom 
in the Convent of the Holy Apoftles, when 
a Cardinal. 

His fecond courfe confifted of a roafted 
pullet, and four fmall birds, fuch as linnets, 
red-breafts, &c. and tkefe he would have 1 
lean. 
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He never eat thrulhes, larks, woodcocks, 
or any other of the mod efteemed fmall 
birds ; faying, they were too delicate for 
him. He never tailed cheefe of any kind, 
nor would have it in his foup. 

The third fervice was a difh containing 1 
Ibme juice of bitter almonds, chocolate, and 
three fmall wafers. 

He never drank foreign wines, nor fpiritu- 
ous liquors of any fort, but commonly the 
wjne of Monte Portio, a caftle near Trefca- 
to, and of this he only put about two fingers 
breadth into the glafs, filling the reft up 
wflth water. 

His fupper confifted of four fmall pieces 
of bread in a bafon, on which was poured . 
the broth left in the morning, as he would 
have no meat provided for him at night. - 
He, befides, allowed himfelf four final! 
birds, as at dinner ; and, for his defart, very 
feldom falad, but a fingle root, of which he 
did not eat two morfels. And as the dilhes 
taken frpm the Pope’s table were the perqui- j 
files of the.fewers, . he ordered «tfew paulos to j 

be 
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be divided amongft them, in order to mate 
lip for tiie fcanty remains of his table. 

His dref$ was very coarfe, and his cloaths 
even fometimes ragged and torn. 

It was the cuftom every feafon to make for 
the other Popes two mantles, two caflocks, 
and a night-gown. But this laft he forbid, . 
becaufe he conftantly wore the mantle, al- 
ways faying, that he would fuffer no money 
to be thrown away to the lofs of the poor. 

As in winter his feet were cold in bed, he 
was advifed to ufe forne of thofe large 
qulhions Huffed with the jbreaft-feathers of 
fwallows, which are common under the 
name of Jbfa, but he rcfufed, obfcrving that 
pne of flocks was fufficient, and he accord,-? 
jngly ordered it to be made. 

He readily forgave the new Bilhops the 
payment of their dues-, and his ready mo- 
ney he fecretly diftributed in -charity with his • 
own hands. 

He took great pleafure in relieving the 
Poor, and, when he paffed the month of Oc* 
Sober -at Cartel Candolfo, while his attend- 
ants were at dinner, and be was alone in his 

cham- 
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cljajnber* many poor people aftemhled in a 
narrow ftreet «n one fide of the palace, to 
•whom he copftantly threw money. 

On the Feftival of St. Francis, 1 4th Oft- 
hecaufed bread to be diftributed among the 
Poor i,n our Convent of Albano, to which, 
he went to celebrate Mafs, and there was- 
ordinarily a crowd of more than four thoufand 
Poor. 

He did the fame every week to the Capm- ; 
chin Friars of Albano and the Reformifts. 

'He fpoke to me with the greateft affabi-; 
lity, juft as he ufed to do when a plain Monk, 
a, Ration which he always remembered. 

When Pope he (till continued his .writing, 
and correfpondence as before, without neg- 
lecting his ufual prayers. 

All the prcfents made him by great per- 
fonages, as medals of gold, filver, and other 
things of confiderable value, were depofited 
by his orders in the Mufeum he had ere&ed. 

He often confefted ; and faid Mafs every 
day j he- fometimes played at billiards, and 
took an airing on horfeback, and this purely 

ia. 
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in conference of his phyfician’s advice, 
and as a relaxation from his fatigues. 

His death, like his life, difplayefl an 
affemblage of all the virtues. 

* This , Sir, is all we could have from Friar 
Francis : 1 have copied it word for word , even 
the errors. 

Thefe are the words of our correfpondent, 
by whom this account was communicated 
to us; 

The following Anecdotes are tranflated 
from the original Italian, fent from Rome* 


AN EC* 



ANECDOTE S 

RELATING T 0 

THE FAMILY AND PERSON 

OF 

CLEMENT XIV. ! 

I T is certain that the family • of Ganga- 
nelli came originally from Santo Angelo 
tifVado, an Epifcopal Town in the Eccle- 
fiaftical State, and had been a long time 
ennobled, as is attefted by the records of the 
country, although the Genealogical Tree, 
which at prefent lies before me, does not 
trace them higher than the year 1 6 1 o. 

THE Family of Mazza, from whence 
the mother of Clement XIV. is defcended,' 
came originally from Pezzaro, and is not 
lefs ancient : we fliall foon have it in our 
power to produce the necelTary proofs. 

Clement 



212 ANECDOTES 

Clement was the laft of his family, hrs- 
elder brother having died at rfincteen years 
of age. He had two fillers ; AFxandrina,, 
who. was married in 17x1, to Jerome Fabric 
©f an ancient and noble family of Veruchio, 
which is flill preferved, by their having 
three fons, of whom two are at prefent Ec- 
clefiaftics at Rome : and Porcia, who was 
married to John Eaptifte Tebaldi, of a noble 
family of Pezzarcu 

As to the Anecdotes which relate to the 
infancy and edq cation pf canganelli, we 
refer to the Account pf his Life; It is well: 
known that his father died when he was only, 
three years old, and that his mother, after 
having appointed Jerome Fanti, who is flill 
alive, at the age of ninety, for his firft In- 
ftruftor. She fent him to the Jefuits Col- 
lege of Rimini, and, at the expiration of 
three years, fhe took him from thence, to put 
hup under the care of the Fathers of the 
Pious Schools of the city qf Urbino,, where 
h$ firft conceived the defign of becoming 
EiW i. and,, on the 17th of May,, 1723,. 

took 
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took the habit of the Order of St. Francis* 
when F. Francis Paolini was Guardian. 

When he made Profcflion, on the 18th of 
May, 17*4, he was fent to ftudy Philofo- 
phy at Pezzaro, under Father Jofeph Do- 
®ati, who was fo delighted with his talents* 
that he was unwilling to go to Recanati 
without carrying him along with him, as a 
young man of the rnoft promifing abilities. 
There are people in that city who ftill re* 
ijiember his having gained the greateft repu- 
tation by defending a Thefis there, and how 
readily be became capable of touching the 
*#rgan, which made the Superior of his Order 
fay, that the faculties of his foul mere in fuel) 
perfect harmony, that it was not at all fur- 
■priziny that he fhould he a Miifician naturally . 

I need not repeat that he went to Fano, 
the 25th of May, 1727, to ftudy Theology* 
under Father Erci Montalto, and that the 
Cardinal Profper Marefofchi, the unde of 
him whofe learning and piety lhines fo emi- 
nently at prefent, called him to Rome in 
1728, with the approbation of the Revefend 
Father Baldrati, who was at that time Ge- 
neral 
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neral of the Order, when he underwent a 
very ftridt examination, and deferved the 
higheft encomiums, and the honour of be- 
ing admitted Aflociate in the College of St. 
Bonaventura, where he had Father Lucci, 
who died in the odour of San&ity, for his 
Profeflor. 

After having received his Doftor’s De- 
gree, on the 29th of May, 1731, from the 
hands of Father Vincent Conti, who was 
then General of the Order, he was lent to 
teach Philolophy at Afcoli ; or, according 
to the account given of him by the Sieur 
Battaroli, who was Minifter of the place, 
and is ftill in good health, he ordered fome 
Thefes to be defended, and delivered f'eve- 
ral Difcourfes upon Religion, and the Birth 
of our Saviour, with univerfal applaufe : 
from thence he went to Milan, where he had 
on opportunity of feeing the Emprefs Queen 
of Hungary, and was feledtcd to pronounce 
the Eulogium of Cardinal Stampa. 

Cardinal Hannibal Albani, jointly with 
the Superiors of his Order, appointed him 
to be ^Regent of St. Bonaventura, which 

became 
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became vacant at Rome by the abdication 
of P. F. ZaTnpetti •, and, on the 5th of 
May, 1741, he was chofen -Perpetual Affift- 
ant General of the Province. 

It was in the fame year that he pronoun- 
ced the Panegyric on Benedict XIV. in pre- 
fence of that great Pope who came to pre- 
fide at the General Chapter of the Minor 
Conventuals. 

In the year 1745 he was appointed Joint 
Confultor of the Holy Office, with P. In- 
nocent Bellcftracci ; and, in 1 746, he be- 
came Chief Confultor. 

•*As he was a great friend to application, 
he formed a fcheme for holding the office of 
Regent of Bonaventura, for fome time, 
along with the place of Confultor, that he 
might afterwards obtain the nomination for 
Father Jofeph Donelli, a man much cele- 
brated for his eminent abilities; but Father 
Charles Dominic Moia, a Milanefe, engaged 
the authority of Cardinal Hannibal Albani 
to obtain it for him, and. he lucceeded, 

Ganganelli, no doubt, had reafon for 
being diflatisfied, but, like a truly great 

man. 
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man, he xiid riot -difcovef the leaft uneafinefs, 
but, with the greateft indifferencej allowed 
his competitor to enjoy his triumph. 

Having fixed a time of vacation, lie went 
to Jefi, where he communicated to Father 
Antony Sandriarii his purpofe of leaving 
Rome, that he might retire to Aflifa, and 
live there unnoticed* It was at that time 
that this Friar {whole cafe is now enquiring 
into, with a view of his receiving Beatifica- 
tion) fpoke in the following terms i Tj:t 
• will of God is, that you fhould remain at Rome , 
hecaufe there you are ckfigntd for great par- 
pofes. *' 

Gancaweuli would have been chofen 
General of his Order in 1753, in the room 
■of Father Jean Baptifte Coftaneo, and in 
1759, in the room of Jean Baptifte Colom- 
bi, who died Archbilhop of Benevento, but 
he could not be prevailed with to accept of 
any dignity in hi3 Order ; and, if he had 
not been compelled by Clement XIII. to 
accept the Cardinallhip, he would have re- 
mained a fimple Friar the whole of his life, 
being more pleafed with cultivating the Sci- 
ences, 


1 
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cnees and cherilhing the friendfhip of fo'me 
deferving ryen, than being elevated to the 
higheft honours. He became a member of 
the Sacred College the 24th of September 
1759, and Sovereign Pontiff the 1 9th of May 
1769, preferving always the lame modefty, 
the fame affability, the fame gentle difpofi- 
tion, the fame chearfulnefs, and always the 
fame friends. 

He faid fometimes, that he had arrived at 
thefe dignities like a grain of corn which 
Jiad been lcattered abroad by the wind, 
which takes root, grows, and acquires un- 
looked-for ftrength. 

’• Though he was of a very quick temper, 
he never knew what it was to be in apaflion, 

’ and he faid, he did not know bow to behave 
when he wanted to Jhew that he was difpleafed. 

Cardinal de Bernis, whofe teftimony de- 
ferves the greateft credit, faid, that he never 
knew any man vjbefe fecial qualities and Chrif- 
tiati virtues were fa truly eminent as thefe of 
Gangauelli. 

At the time he was Cardinal, be run in 
the greateft hurry in the beginning of the 
Vol. If. L night 
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night to fee one of his domefticks who was 
fick, and after having given ' him all the 
money he had in his pocket, he faid, there 
can be no true greatnefs, but in doing good, of- 
fices. 

' There was a perfon very richly dreffed 
came and prefented himfelf to him one day 
when he was drinking his chocolate, with- 
out luving been announced, who had the 
a durance to tell him, that lie was come from 
God to acquaint him, that it was his will 
that ho flioukl conform to the intentions of 
Clement XIII. in the affair of Parma, &c. 
The Cardinal coolly replied ; prove your r,ij - 
ft On to me by fame miracle . He whofe meffenger 
you fay you arc y always makes his /Imlaffadors 
known by feme remarkable fgus> without which 
every one would make God Almighty fpecik after 
hh own liking. The unknow n perfon, affo- 
rufhad at fo unexpected anfwor, immediately 
difappeared, muttering fomething between 
his teeth, and perfectly convinced that Gan- 
gandli Wps not vifionary* 

One day obferving Father Ricini, who 
was at that time mafter of the Sacred Pa- 
lace, 
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lace, he laid, there is the man that JJjcn.U have 
•been the Cardinal, and not Ganganelli j but he 
'has the head, and I have only the Hat. 

He faid, that the heart loved to hear the 
.Spaniards converje , the fancy to hear the French, 
memory the Germans, good Jcnfe the Engljfs, and 
the imagination the Italians, and to improve in 
fociety, it was neceflary to frequent the com- 
pany of all thefe nations. 

One day, when his gentleman of the , 
chamber told him, that he had not attended 
to’the proper ceremonial, by conducing a 
common perfon to the flairs ; you muft chain 
dozen, faid he, if you would prevent m* 
from accompanying thofe people who do me the 
favour to come and fee me. Upon another 
occafion, when his fervants refufed t® admit 
a perfon who came to him, becaufe he 
was at dinner, you muft know , fays he, that 
I am not a Cardinal to indulge in vanity, and 
that there can be no bufinefs fo import ant ai 
that of helping our neighbour ; and immediately 
getting up from the table, went to meet the 
jjerfon who enquired for him, and reached 
L 2 CHIC 
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out his hand to him in the mod obliging 
manner. * 

His mod agreeable employments were 
readirg and difeharing his duties. T hefe 
are dear friends , faid he, whom I ought lo 
fberijh) and wife mafers > to whom I Jhcald at- 
tend. 

At the indant when the ringing of the 
bells and firing of cannon announced his 
promotion to the Papal Chair, the Genera] of 
the Jcfuits, fighing, faid, it is the found of cur 
faffing- bell \ not that Ganganelli was-, an 
enemy of the Jvfuits, but becaufe it was his 
opinion, that attention ihould be pakfho the 
complaints of the Sovereigns. 

In giving the characters of Benedict XIV, 
and Clement XIII, he laid, that the firfi had 
written a great deal , end the fe con d had p aged 
a great deal. 

When he was one day told that the Car- 
dinal de Bernis was very much attached to. 
him, he anfwered, I fijculd be exceedingly vexed 
if 1 thought he loved me more than I love him, 
hisgeniiis is an Academy of if elf ; and he is a 
Minifies of moft acute ohfervaticn. 

When 
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When he appointed Monfignor Pam ft! i 
Don a, Nuncio extraordinary to carry the 
consecrated Umien to Spain, he fa id, l love 
hm as my own Jon , and I ref pert him as a 
( p erf on who will be dejervcdly celebrated in the 
our ere. 

As foon as he was attacked by the cruel 
difeafe of which he died, he faitl to Cardinal 
Stoppani, when we arrive at the trenches f we 
mujl expert cannon float. 

\ fhere are two Laurences of us, fa id he one 
day, m, fpeaking of himfelf and the Gene- 
ral •pf the Jefuits, fafiened upon the Grid- 
iron > alluding to the tormenting pains which 
he fuffered, and the captivitj of F. Ricci. 

Having obferved that a phyfician whom, 
he had fent for to confult, knew nothing of 
his d if order \ you will find it plainly pointed 
cut, faid he, in the XC Pfalm, where men- 
tion is made of a plot laid in the dark, negotio 
perambulanle in tenebris. 

On hearing of the death of Louis XV, 
he laid, his death makes me feed tears, but the 
manner of his death dries them up. 

L 3 


Seeing 
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Seeing the numbers of libds which were 
(battered about againlt him, fo far was he 
from being affebled with them, that he only 
faid, by the attempts 'which arc made to blacken 
my character, they would almojl perfuade me 
that I am a great matt, for mofi frequently it 
is true merit which . provokes the attacks of 
Satire. 

When he was afked if he did not fufpeft 
that fome perfon had attempted to deftroy 
him, do net you know , faid he, that I cm 
called , Silence the l irf. 

A certain Piinctfs being defirous to know 
whether he thought he had any room c to 
fufpebl the indiferetion of his Secretaries,. 
no, faid he, yet never thelefs I have three of 
them, (hewing his fingers. 

One thing certain is, that he kept his af- 
fairs an impenetrable iecret, and that it was 
a pleafure to him to vex thofe people who 
were curious to pry into his intentions. 

Every time that his relations were men- 
tioned to him, that Nepotifn may net be hate- 
f/il , faid he, I have chofen Benedict XIV fer 
my model. 
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During hi j iilnefs he fpent his whole time 
in prayer and in proving his rehgnation, 
laying fometimes, death has conceived Jack 
an affeilion for me, that he never leaves nut-, 
however if it is not good fur the led}', it is ex- 
cellent for the fctil. 
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[We imagine we can do nothing more 
agreeable to the Reader than to conclude 
this Volume with a Latin encomium writ- 
ten in the Lapidary ftyle, which was 
printed at Rome. The fubjoined tranfla- 

tion was made from the fecond edition, 

, ' 

which was publiflied about the beginning 
c f the following year. The two fhort 
Infcriptions which follow, appeared in 
■ the fame city immediately after, but at 
different periods.] 
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A 

S U M M A R Y 

O F T H E 

ACTIONS 

O F 

POPE CLEMENT XIV, 

O N* the 19th of May, 1769, Clement 
XIII was fucceecjed by Clement 
XIV, a Pontiff diftinguifhed for his learn- 
ing and prudence. His original name was 
Lawrent Ganganelli, and he was of'ithe 
Order of Minor Conventuals. 

He was the only Regular in the College* 
when by the unanimous voice of the Car- 
dinals, and with univerfal applaufe and ad- 
miration, he was raifed to the Pontificate, of 
which he had fhewed himfelf worthy by his 
conduct in the offices he had already filled. 
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He was confecratcd on' the 2Sth of May, 
and crowned on the 4th of June. This 
rent was one of the moft critical to the 
■Church ; but by his firmnefs he furmounted 
the difficulties. Immediately after his ac- 
ceffion to the Pontificate, he acquainted the 
Bifhops of the Catholic Communion with 
his election, in a letter which difplays the 
greateft wifdom and piety. 

He granted a difpenfation for the marriage 
of Ferdinand I, Duke of Parma, and Mary 
Amelia, Arch-duchcfs of Auflria. 

lie fuccecdcd equally in terminating % the 
moil difficult affairs,’ and gaining the mind's 
of princes. To the great furprife of the 
world, he, in a very Abort time, reconciled 
the King of Portugal to the Holy See; to 
bring about this affair, he font Innocent de 
Conti, a native of Rome, as his Legate, 
who met with the moft honourable recep- 
tion. He foon after entered into the ffricl> 
eft amity with the two powerful monarchs 
of the Houfe of Bourbon, his moft Chrifti- 
an and his Catholic Majefty, and at Madrid 
rcftqied the Apoftolic Nunciature to the 

great 
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great honour and advantage of the Holy 
See. 

He was Godfather to the Prince of Af~ 
ttiria, to whom he font a magnificent fet of 
Twaddling cloaths. He entertained and 
treated with the greateft munificence An- 
tonia Walburg, eldeft daughter of the 
Emperor Charles VII, as likewife the 
Kino* of England's two brothers: he car- 
ried on a corefpondence with Maria The - 
yefa, the illuftrious Queen of Hungary and 
Bohemia, with Jofeph II, Emperor of Ger- 
nwny, and with all the Kings and Princes 
*t>f the Catholic Religion; and fecured their 
univerfal friend (hip and eltcem : his repu- 
tation was even high among the enemies of 
the Romifii Church. 

He fhewed his good affeiflion to the irate 
of Venice, . when a difpute arofe between 
the Chapter of St. Mark, and the Venetian 
AmbaiTador *. > 

lie 

* The matter in difpute was whether a certain part 
of the Church of St. Mark was comprehended in ^he 
donation made by P.us TV to the Venetians ; which 

K 6 Clement 
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He furprefied the Jefuits, not only after 
the moft mature deliberation, as he himfelf 
confefles, but after imploring the direction 
of Heaven by the moft fervent prayers. At 
the felicitation of the King of France, he 
abolifhed the Order of Celeftines, and the 
regular Canons of St. Rufus in that King- 
dom, He likewife reduced the Minor Fri- 
ars, called Objervantins , to the Order of 
Conventuals, both there and in Savoy, and 
gave them the penetentiary of St. Peter at 
Rome, with that ofLoretto. He approved 
of the Congregation of the Holy Crpfs, 
and of the Pa (non of Chrift, and granted" 
them in perpetuity the Churches of St. 
John and St. Paul, together with die adja- 
cent houies and gardens ; having removed 
the Members of the Congregation of the 
Miflion to St. Andrew’s in the Quirinal. 

He united feveral Biilioprics, and created 
new ones, among the reft one in Hungary 

Clement XIV decided as follows, by letters of the 
of Auguft, 1770 : “ If it be comprehended 
m I confirm the Donation, ifit be not, I give it to the 
‘‘ Republic of Venice.** . .. 


Of 
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of the Catholic Greek Ritual. And, with- 
out folicitation, gave churches and houfes 
at Annecito to the Canons of Geneva, who 
had been long driven from their original 
habitations by the Calvinifts. 

He was a rigid judge of Virtue and Me- 
rit, and created only fixteen Cardinals 
though there were more Hats to be dipofed 
of. Thefe were Paul de Cavallo, John 
Cofmo de Cunha, Scipio Borghefe, John 
Baptifte Rezzonico, Mark Marefofchi, John 
de Roche Avmon, Leopold Erneft de Fir- 
nyan, Antony Cafali, Pafchal Aqua viva, 
*danuarius de Simeon, Antony Eugene Vif- 
conti, Bernardin Gernldi, Innocent de Con- 
ti, Francis CaralFa, Francis Xavier de Ze- 
lada, John Angelo Brafchi, and Francis 
Delci. 

Inflamed with zeal for true Religion, be 
received into the bofom of the Church Af- 
lyrians, Perfians, Tranfylvanians, and An- 
cyrians, after they had abjured their errors 
and fchil'm. 

He canonized Francis Caraccioli, Found- 
er of the Minor Clerks, and Paul Burali, 

of 
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of the Regular Clerks, firft Bifhop of Pla- 
centia, and afterward's Archbifhop of Na- 
ples. 

He proclaimed the eighteenth great Ju- 
bilee, but was prevented from celebrating 
it by his death. 

Nor was he lefs remarkable for his Prince- 
ly than his Pontifical virtues. He leffened 
the imports, fupplied his fubjefts with corn, 
extended commerce, and paid particular at- 
tention to the two harbours of Ancona an/1. 
Civita Vecchia. By his frugality he in- 
creafed the Aportolic treafure. Pie g?ve 
large donations to pious inftitutions, ankl 
particularly to the Hofpital of the Holy 
Gliofi, eftablifhed for the reception of fo- 
icigners. To himfclf lie was a rigid ceco- 
nomift, to all others he was liberal, except 
to his own relations. He recovered the ter- 
ritories of Avignon and Venufia, the 
Duchy of Bencvento*and Ponte Corvo; an 
ample teftimony of the favour he flood in 
with princes. 

Then turning his cares to the cultivation 
of Literature, and the decoration of his Ca- 
pital, 
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pital, he reduced into a better form the laws- 
of the Acacfemy of Ferrara. In the college 
of Rome, he erefted and endowed with 
annual revenues a public fchool, for which 
he colledcd the ableft mailers in all the* 
fciences. 

For the accommodation of the learned, he 
built in the Vatican a ftately Mufeum, from 
him called the Clementine , and enriched it 
at his own expence with the molt exquifite 
pieces. 

To the poor he was a friend, in applica- 
tion indefatigable ; in punilhing juft v/ith- 
>cput feverity j in authority without pomp; 
amid all the changes of human affairs ftill 
unlhaken, ftill the fame; in giving audience 
eafyand humane. 

In this Pontiff every thing was of a fupe- 
rior call ; his defigns were great, and ordina- 
rily carried on with inch fecrefy, of which he 
was a great lover, that they were commonly 
executed before they were known to 
have been undertaken'. 

At laft, after a lingering, illnefs, he died" 
with all the marks of real piety, the 2 2d of 

Sep. 
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September 1774, in the fixty-ninth year of 
his age. He governed the Church five 
years, four months, and three days, and was 
a Pontiff really worthy of the dignity, and 
who deferves to be ever remembered. 
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Ex Evangelic a paupertale , mtmiique c out emptily 
Ad Petri Cathedram, 

Afflante nomine eveftus,. 

Idem eft qui erat. 

In ipjo non ipfius mulatto eft : 

Amicus amicis , omnibus omnia , 

\ 

Sibi nihil, prater onus & labor em. , ■ 

Non fol'licitudo Ecclefiarum. 
Eranquillitatem , 

Non irrequieta Principatus cura 
Leporem, 

Non ingruentium pro cellar um nimbi- 
Fortitudinem adimunt 
\ Turbato tnari Jerenus , 

Erepides addit animos, marentes exhilarat, 
Circumftantia ventorum 
Contrail is velis vim temperat, 

Poloque defixus, 

Clavum moderatur itnpavidus 
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From Evangelical poverty and 
contempt of this world. 

Exalted by divine infpiration 
To the chair of St. Peter, 

He continued always the fame 
No change was feen in him. 

He remained 
A friend to his friends ; 

All things to all men ,~ 

Referving to himfelf 
only 

Fatigue and Labour. 

Tranquil amidd his Ecclefiadical cares, 
Chearful in the duties of adminidration : 

He oppofed to the roughed: dorms 
A deady fortitude. 

Undidurbed in a raging temped. 

Fie encouraged the fearful. 

He comforted the afflifted. 

By fkilfully furling the fails 
He moderated the violence of the winds,. 
Looking towards Heaven 
He foarlefs fcized the helm 
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Ex inclita divi F'ranctfci 
Ordinis JVLinorum Conventualium 
Familia, 

Nullo human 0 favore, 
ted peculiar! Divino corjilio , 

/Id regendam IF gubernandam 
Petri Naviw » 

In media mart, aquarum impetu 
Diu concujjam. 

Cun Hi s Juffragiis eveftus, 

Piet ate, doSlrina, prudentia, dexter it ate, 
Ab imminent i periculo 
-Liber avit : 

Ac Joins, Juper frementes undas 
Incedens, 

Suis ipje manibus, 

Salvam & incolumem. 

In porlem Veritatis & Unitatis 
Reduxil. 

FluHium inde ventorumque ingentem vim 
Ita compofuit, 

Ut fa8a fit tranquillitas magna, 
Perpetuo duratura. 
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A Minor Conventual 
Of the celebrated Order of St. Francis, 
Indebted to Heaven alone, 
Unadifted by human aid, 

Was unanimoufly cliofen 
To guide and govern 
St. Peter’s Bark, 

Long tolled 

In the midft of a tempeftuous fea. 

By his piety, learning, prudence and (kill. 
Fie prefer ved it 
From imminent danger; 

Walking alone upon the roaring billows 
With his own hands 
Brought it fafe and unhurt 
Into the harbour of Truth and Unity. 
Having appeafed the rage of winds and waves. 
Fie introduced a calm 
To laft for ever. 
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ORIGINAL LETTER 

IN ANSWER TO 

M. VOLTAIRE’S OBJECTIONS 

TO THE 

AUTHENTICITY OF GANG ANELLl’s LETTERS* 


I ' Lately perufed a book entitled the Hijlo - 
rical Memoirs of the Life of the /. luthor of 
the Iteiriade, &c. containing a moll virulent 
attack upon the authenticity of the celebra- 
ted Letters of Pope Clement XIV (Ganga- 
nclli) which have met with fuch appjaufe 
through all Europe, 

That the Philofophcr of Ferrtey ^ could 
nhver bear the thoughts of any man but 
himfelf acquiring an eminent degree of lite- 
rary reputation, is a fa£t too well known to 
be infilled on, efpecialiy at prefent, when 

his 
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his fcurrility againft our Shakefpeare H in 
every body’s mouth. • « 

Voltaire is an Hiftorian, a Poet, a Critic, 
and, ftrange to tell, — a Moralift : it is there- 
fore unpardonable in any man but Voltaire to 
write Hiflory, Poetry, Criticifin, cr Mora- 
lity ; ftill a greater crime to fucceed in the 
undertaking. — What Mr. Pope faid of Ad- 
difon may with infinitely more juftice be ap- 
plied to him, that he is a man who, 

“ Turk -like, can bear no brother near his throne.” 

Long accuftomed to adulation, and having- 
had the .honour to be flattered by a Prince, 
who, not contented with being a great Mo- 
narch, had the weaknefs to defire to pafs for 
a great Poet, he grows more covetous of 
engrofling the admiration of the world, 
in proportion as he feels his powers de- 
cay. 

It has long been his favourite aim to 
make France pafs for the firfl: of nations, 
not that he cares for his country, but his 
vanity makes him look upon himfelf as the 
firfl; man in France, and he is ambitious 

of 
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of being efteemed the firft man in Eu- 
rope. * 

Several other reafons, very little to the 
honour of our author’s heart, might be af- 
figned for his inveteracy againft the Letters 
in queflion. 

His exceflive irafcibility, which feems ra- 
ther inflamed than cooled by the froft of old 
age, and his violent hatred of Chriftianity, 
have made him endeavour to decry a work, 
in fome parts of which he his cenfured, 
though in the mod tender and polite terms, 
while the whole breathes the meek fpirit of 
fcjjat Religion againft which he has fet hi? 
face from his earlieft youth. 

But let us take a curfory view of thofe 
boafted arguments which he difplays with fo 
much pomp, and examine whether they be 
fufficient, as he exultingly fays, to unmajk 
the counterfeit Ganganclli , and cleg of the Jelf- 
created Pcpe . 

He fets out with obferving, that the 
phrafeology, the turn of expreffion in thefe 
Letters is entirely French ; that is, the Edi- 
tor has taken pains to render Ganganclli ’s 
Vol. IV. M thoughts 
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thoughts into elegant French, and lie has 
fucceed'ed Frgfi 'he is an Impoftor, and his 
work' ah Original, not a Translation from 
the Latin and Italian, as is pretended by the 
faid’ Editor. 

But Voltaire, if I mistake not, at a time 
whfcn it was his inter eft to compliment the 
EhgliSh nation, did them the honour to 
trariflate into eafy elegant French fome paf- 
fages from the barbarous Shakefpeare, and 
other of their wretched writers. Would it 
be juft in a Frenchman, unacquainted with 
the Originals, to fay the phrafeologv, the 
turn of expreftion in thefe paflages, is eno 
tirely French ? Ergo Mr. Voltaire is an Im- 
poftor, and wants to palm upon us an Ori- 
ginal Piece for a Translation. - Our Bard’s 
own practice has long convinced England, 
and now convinces France, how eafy a mat- 
ter it is to give a Tranflation the air of an 
Original.' — Let him take his Shakefpeare 
from that dark Corner in which he his con- 
fined, turn oyer the leaves and ruminate. 


M How 
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* £ How here he lipt, how there he pluader’d fnug, 

“ And fuck’d^all o’er like an induftrious bug/’ 

and then let him boldly fay, that thephra- 
•feology and turn of expreflion being en- 
tirely French, are lure marks of originality. 

But, continues our Critic, the translator 
ought to have depofited the originals in fome 
public library. — To this the anl'wer is eafyi 
what if they who were in poffdfion of the 
Originals allowed the Editor only copies, 
and refufed to part with what they might 
look upon as a valuable treafure ? 

He has quoted in his preface fome refpec- 
jtable names as vouchers of their authenti- 
city. — Is it to be luppofed that a man of the 
.Marquis de Caraccioli’s rank would lend his 
name to an impoflurc ? Would he not rather 
take fire at the injury done to himfelf, by 
ufing it as a cloak for fo fcandalous an im- 
pofition ? 

The Marquis, the Abbe Lami, and fe~ 
veral others now alive were immediately con- 
cerned, they were bound in juftice to them- 
felves and to the public, to difeover the 
fraud,' if there was any ; yet they have been 
M 2 fdent.— 
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filent. — Voltaire alone, though^ entirely un- 
interefted in the matter, had the honefty to 
prevent the world from being milled. 

. How thefe Gentlemen relilh the charge of 
being accomplices after the fa5l, lb plainly 
brought againft them by the candid Philo- 
fopher of Ferney, I cannot pretend to fay. 
In all probability they will think it below 
them to attack this toothlefs Dragon, who 
now can only hifs, without being able to 
bite. c 

. But our author is fo very difficult, that 
he declares he would not be convinced, even ' 
though the original Letters, with Ganga-e 1 
nelli’s fignature, attefted by all who knew 
his. hand- writing, had beeri fhewn to the 
whole furred College, and depofited in the 
Vatican Library. 

■ All Europe agrees that Voltaire is flow to 
believe, efpecially where the evidence is 
ftrong. It is well known that he has the 
art of ilmtting his eves aorainft the moft un- 
deniable truths, do common minds the 
teftimony - he rejects would carry irrefraga- 

*• ble 
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bit convi&ion $ but Voltaire’s is not a com^ 
mon mind. 

The reafons he brings in - lupport of this 
disbelief, are extremely curious: we Thai! 
examine them in their order. 

I, He alledges that he has been intimate 
enough with Count Algarotti to know that 
fye never had the leaft correfpondence with 
Ganganelli when Friar, Confultor, Cardin 
nal, or Pope. 

Did Algarotti tell him fo ? Voltaire faith 
it not, but every body knows him well 
•enough to be fenfible that he would not have 
failed to make the beft ufe of fuch a de- f 
clararion. 

Did Algarotti communicate to Voltaire 
all the letters he received ? Or was Vol- 
taire his Secretary ? A man mu ft be very in- 
timate with another indeed, before he can 
know every individual with whom his friend 
concTponus, cr that friend mult be more in- 
difcreeily communicative than Venetian 
noblemen generally are. 

This, therefore, refs fo’ely upon Voltaire^ * 
word, in a matter which it is next to im- 
M 3 poflible 
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poffrble Voltaire fhould know, Had thr 
thing been as is represented, Algarotti, if 
alive, would have publicly expofed the im- 
pofture ; if lie be dead, it would have been 
detected by thofe who had the care of his 
papers. 

II. It is objected that Gang^nelli, writ- 
ing to a Mr. Stuart, exprefies fome fondnefs 
for the Englifh Poets. — This is the more 
unpardonable, as, if I remember right, the 
good Pope has never offered incenfe to the 
Mufe of Voltaire. — But, fays our author, 
Ganganelli did not underftand a ’word pf’ 
Englifli.: Again I mu ft pot the quefiiorV' 
how tries 'he know that?* Can yon, Mr. 
Voltame, fay that you was intimate enough 
with Ganganelli to know what languages he 
did or did not underftand ? Perhaps Gan- 
ganelli hever 'was in England; but many 
men have been known, who, though never 
out of their own country, were yet capable 
of reading the French, Italian, Portuguefe, t 
and German Poets. 

f : M/i \ -l.ti..: . , 

* Ganganelli was private Se:rctnry to the old Pre* 
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Some years ago there was at Utrecht & 
countryman of Ganganelli’s, who, though 
- he had never been in England, nor could 
pronounce' a word of the Englifh language,, 
yet could underftand any book in it, and 
actually tranflated Pope’s Ellay on Man into 
Italian verfe. 

After all, why might not Ganganelli be 
acquainted with the Englifh Poets through 
the medium of translation ? For, though 
the Italians can boaft of a Taflb> far from 

o ' ; 

joining Voltaire in calling Milton a fovI f 
«d\ey have tranflated him into their own, If n- ; 
.Iguage. Like the Englifh, they can beiju.l^ 
to merit of a foreign growth. Some pf MjJ- 
ton’s and Addifon’s pieces were written ire 
that language, and they have made the Tra^ 
gedy of Cato their own ; nor are thefe th$ 
only Englilh Poems that have appeared ip, 
an Italian drefs. — But it is needlefs tp fpepd 
time in a pompous difplay of Bibliopolical 
learning. Suffice it to fay, that the Englilh 
Mufe has ftrung anew the Italian lyre, and 
from her lamp re-kindled the flame of Poetry 
on claffic ground. 

M. 4- 
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Give me leave, before I conclude my ob- 
fervations on this objection,' to tell M. 
Voltaire that many in England profefs them- 
felvcs paflionatc admirers of his Writings, 
who do not underftand a word of French ; 
if he would not find fault with thefe, and 
accufe them of folly and abfurdity, what can 
he build upon this pafiage of the letter to Mr. 
Stuart ? 

III. His next obje&ion is, that in thefe 
Letters Sir Ifaac Newton is praifed for the 
fimplicity and modefiy that appear in all his 
Writings. And, with M. Voltaire’s leaye, 
no perfon, except himfelf, in the leaft ac;^ 
quainted with that great Philofpher’s Works, 
will find any impropriety in the Eulo- 
gium. Through the whole you will not 
meet with the leaft oftentation, the leaft fan- 
faronade. Compare his performances with 
thofe of fome other philofophers where / is 
the little hero of each tale , and every wild 
whim, petty difcovery, palpable plagiarifm, 
or wretched blunder, is ufhered in with the 
rrioft ridiculous airs of importance, and the 
moft fulfome ftrokes of felf adulation.— It 

appears 
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appears from the very paflage alluded to, 
that the Letter-writer, far from being tunc- 
quainted with Newton, had read his Works 
enough, atleaft, to enter Into their {pint, and' 
difeover the true character of their im- 
mortal author, who was no lefs amiable for 
,{he goodncTs of his heart, than admirable for 
the valtnefs of his genius. One would think, 
continues the objedlor, that Ganganelli mif- 
took Newton for a Benediftin, profoundly 

j. ^ 

verfed in Hiftory : give me leave to tell 
p#r. Voltaire, that Newton has written fe- 
deral Works which, demonftratc that; he was 
profoundly vcrftd in Hh'ory*. — But per- 
haps with thefe our tel Y.jprit is entirely un- 
acquainted. 

IV. It is faid that the Author of the Let- 
ters takes the Bifhop of Cloyne for o$e of the 
Writers again ft the Chriftian Religion, and 
clafTcs him with Spinoza and Bayle. — The 
faft is otherv;ife. He calls Berkley a Wrong- 
head for denying the exiftence of matter, but 
He fays nothing of that Bifhop having written 
againft Chriftianity. 

* His Commentary on Daniel, and his Chronology. 

M 5 V. L 
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V. 'It is all edged that Spinoza neveir 
mentioned the Chriftian religion.. It maybe 
fo ; hut Spinoza was a profefled advocate for 
Materia} ilim ; he denied an Omnipotent and 
Omtlileient Creator ; he therefore endea- 
voured' to deftroy the pillars on which all Re-' 
ligion, natural and revealed, is built, andcon- 
fequently may be fairly reckoned among, 
thofe authors who have endeavoured to de- 
ftroy C hriftianity. 

Voltaire continues, <r and Bayle has com- 
“ pofed no work ex-prejsly on fo refpectable a 
“ fubjedt.” — What a pitiful fubterfuge'i 
WTvat a Jefuitical quibble ! As if no man 
could write againft Chriftianity,. or advance 
doctrines utterly fubverfive of it, unlefs in a 
treatife where that defign was formally an- 
nounced in the title-page. — Voltaire himfelf 
is an inftance of the contrary. 

VJL The fixth objection is that Ganga- 
nelli has quoted, as from Dante, a paJTage not 
to he found in that author. — Allowing this 
tolit true, how does it affedt the authenti- 
city of the Letters ? Or is Voltaire now 
fo launch a Catholic, as to maintain the 

Pope’s 
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Pope’s infallibility, with regard to points of 
faft, and that not only after, but before his, 
promotion to the Papacy* ? — Verily it would 
feem that the good Father Adam ' s leffons] 
have not been thrown away, and that, though 
held up by his patron as an objedtof ridicule 
in public, he has been liftened to with doci- 
'lity in private 


* When the controvcrfy between the Jefuits and Jan- 
fenills ran high, the former procured from the reigning 
Pope the condemnation of five Articles extra&ed froih 
|anfenius ? s Works, the Janfenills, to elude the decree, 
ihMitained that thefe Articles were not to be Found in 
Works. The Jefuifts, unable any other way to put 
their antagonifts to filence, oppofed to them the autho- 
rity of the Pope, who, in his decree, had affirmed- 
them to be really contained there ; upon which the 
Janfenills denied the infallibility of his Holinefs irr 
points of faft — This, con trover fy was carried to the 
moll indecent lengths. 


+ Father Adam was a poor Jefuit, to whom Voltaire 
gave an afylum in his houfe ; but generofity not being*, 
c^ir Philofopher’s charafter, he made the poor w^ctchi 
the butt of his fatire. He commonly introduced hint 
$0 company, with faying, “ Gentlemen, .this 
44 Adam, but not the frfi, of men.’* , 
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. It could be wifned, however,, that M. Vol- 
taire, who,perh aps, looks upon himfelfto be 
as infallible as. any Pontiff that ever filled the 
Apoftolic Chair, had never quoted a more 
refpe£table book than Dante’s for paflages 
not to be found in it, and that too from work 
motives than thofe by which the veneraLe 
Ganganelli was actuated. 

VII. In a letter to a Venetian lady, Gan- 
ganelli eenfures Locke, for faying that a 
power of thinking might be juperadded to 
matter. This, far from being an objection, 
is a confirmation of the Letter-writer’s beihg 
a good Catholic, as Ganganelli certainly was, 
for to fuch.a man this opinion of Mr. Locke 
mull appear abominable herefy.. How would 
M. Voltaire have triumphed could he have 
convi&ed the pretended Ganganelli of hetero- 
doxy ? 

VIII. In another to Cardinal Quirini are 
jfome ftriftures on the French nation, which 
feem to provoke our Philofopher to fuch' 
a pitch, that to ufe the words of Shake- 
fpeire, he can no longer buckle bis- rage 
■qtitbia the belt of rile*—— After quoting 

the 
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the paflage, he afks his correfpondent 
“ Serioufly fio you believe that the Pope 
' u wrote this rhapfody againft the French in 
“ their own language ?” I beg leave to art- 
fwer for his correfpondent. “ Serioufly I 
“ do not; and for this plain reafon, that 
“ the title-page of the French edition of 
“ thefe Letters declares them to be tranfla-- 
“ tions from the Latin and Italian, and 
“ therefore that Rhapfody was not written in 
“ their own language." 

”**’ IX' Ganganelli has been miftaken when 
cjhe mentions Cardinal de Tournonas having 
^aken a voyage to China ; — “ This,” 
lays Voltaire, “ is a palpable blunder-— the 
“ name of the perfon in queftion was Mail- 
“ lard, and his Cap was fent after him to China; 

it did not arrive till poor Maillard was exiled 
“ to Macao, and he could fcarce fit it to his 
“ head before he expired : what was worft of 
" all, the Chinefe did not know any tiling 
about Cardinals Caps.”— —Thefe are, no 
* doubt, horrible blunders, and fufficient to 
ruin the reputation of any work ia Chriftea- 
jdom. The pretended. Ganganelli Calls him. 

Tourno. 
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¥ ourmn* when his name was Maillard ; bur, 
Voltaire himfelf, in his fecoitd volume of : 
his age of Louis XIV, gives this very per- « 
fon the name of Maillard de ¥ our nan ; and 
Ganganelli here has committed no greater:,, 
miftake than a certain author of Uiftorical 
Memoirs has done, when he tells us that a 
Francis de Voltaire was born in 1694, though/ 
all the world knows that perfonage’s real, 
name to be Francis Arrouet de Voltaire; 
But Ganganelli does worfe, he calls him 
Cardinal Tournon, when he was actually in 
China before his promotion to that dignity, 

I cannot Well tell how to get over this d*% : 
culty, it is really alarming- What, to give 
a man the title- he died veiled with, when we 
fpeak of his a&ions before he acquired that 
title! Luckily, however, our Critic has 
fallen inflp the fame blunder he here fo un- 
mercifully cenfures- u Serioufly, fays he, 

“ .do you believe that the Pope wrote that 
« Rhapfody againfl: the French?” Whep 
the date of the Letter itfelf Ihews that it was' 
cot written by his Holipefs Pope Clement 
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XIV, but by his Eminence the Cardinal 
Ganganelli. 9 

X. The laffc objection brought againft 
the Pope’s Letters by this celebrated Wit is 
occafioned by a remark made by the writer 
upon the fubftitution of the word Humanity 
inftead of Charity, whence our author fro 
humanitate fua concludes the Editor, as 

he calls him, to be inhuman. What would 

Voltaire think, if, becaufe he carefully 
.avoids the word charity , it fliould be aliened 
that he was uncharitable. 
a^yich are the objections of this celebrated 
i^nius againit the Letters in queftion. - - 
Give me leave, however, to urge farther in 
their behalf only this confideration, that ex- 
cept the Hyper-critic of Ferney, they have 
met with as many admirers as readers,, 
through every country in Europe, and it is. 
not to be doubted but their intrinfic merit 
will bear them up againft the feeble attack he.; 
£as made upon them. 

I am. Sir, 

Your mod humble fervann 

April 15, i 777 . 

FINIS. 





